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ler to create a bold vision for the best water

it system possible, the Task Force conducted a
most successful water transportation systems in

The study has yielded 10 “Success Factors” that
characteristics of a world-class system and

foundation for the new Bay Area Water Transit

2y are:

>f Service and Geographic Coverage: In order

ict passengers that would otherwise drive alone,

v system must be comprehensive. Passengers
able to travel to points North, South, East and

nd connect easily with ground transportation.

ncy of Service: Bay Area travelers will be able

t their travel needs, with frequent and

J0s departures to all regional destinations.

Time: Travel time door-to-door will be

rable to or faster than travel by car.

ity: Systems in Sydney, Hong Kong and

Jver report on-time arrival rates exceeding 98

t. The Bay Area Water Transit system will

or exceed that rate.

rof Service: The ride on the new system will be

,, comfortable and pleasant, particularly in

t to fighting congestion and sitting in traffic jams.
cy of Landside Facilities: Modern, technologi-

Ivanced terminals ringing the Bay will feature

lest range of amenities. Passengers will be able

'd and disembark quickly.

d Fares: The new system will have a cost of

ip that will be comp

‘her modes of travel.

odal Access: Passen(

als via convenient ne

r door-to-door shutt
The system will be

ized water traffic cor
Positioning Satellite

um safety.
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Information and Educ
standing public info
vill market the

and educate the

on the significant

s of taking water trang

efore the construction of the great bri

the 1930s, San Francisco was the ferr
of the world. The era of the grand ferries was
splendor and majesty on the Bay. In 1964, th
Herb Caen penned this article to express his s
of the era of ferries, and San Francisco waterfr
historian, Nancy Olmsted, echoes his sentime
explains why a new generation should experiel
Bay under their feet...
Herb Caen, San Francisco Chronicle
January 5, 1964...
“ ...And so the cry of ‘Bring Back the Ferries’ is |
again, but where do you bring them back from?
grandeur is long gone. And a generation of San
is growing up that will never know the sight of tl
latticed with the foaming wakes of ships that tra
million miles — 20 minutes at a time.

The city is growing away from its most preci
the Bay. Today, thousands of people live at the ¢
Bay Bridge, a highway in the sky. Ferryboats we
the foaming heart of the matter — something to I
Nancy Olmsted, Waterfront Historian
January 1999...

When Herb Caen wrote the heartfelt words
Marin ferryboats had been gone for 23 years, the
Bay ferry ran in 1958. Bay ferryboats that Jack
had described as “Silly old ladies....like Queen V
had long since left. Ferryboats at their best had |
museum ships, relics floating at piers. But ferryt
back. And it turns out that it doesn't much mat
iter-gothic trim and art glass
does matter is moving across 1
mes its own small adventure,
1t on the Bay to become immu
ntinuously changing light. O
are close to the foaming hear
ter, as sea gulls dip and raint
1t hoops of color against storm
- Bay windows catch fire fror
as the towers of the city becol
smaller, until you hold the el
ancial district in your palm.
n Leale, Bay Ferryboat Capt
advised, “Always greet the cit
th the feel of the boat alive ut
breeze fresh in your face.”
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