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5. Weigh and record the material removed from the test hole.  Retain a representative portion

of the sample to determine the moisture content of the soil, making sure that the moisture

sample conforms to the minimum mass requirements in Table 1.  Determine the moisture

content of the soil using AASHTO T 265 or another acceptable rapid dry method.

Minimum Particle Size,
(mm)

Minimum Test Hole Volume
(cm3)

Minimum Mass for
Moisture Content,

(g)

4.75 708 100

12.5 1416 250

25 2124 500

50 2832 1000
    Table 1.  Minimum volume of test hole for maximum particle size.

6. Seat the apparatus in the hole or on the base plate and open the valve.  Allow the sand to

flow from the cone, filling the hole and the cone apparatus.  Once the sand has ceased

flowing, close the valve sharply.  There should be no vibration in the immediate area during

this operation.

7. Weight the apparatus with the remaining sand and subtract this from the original weight of

the apparatus filled with sand. This is the mass of the sand used for the test.  Subtract the

mass of the sand previously determined to fill the cone from the mass of the sand used for

the test.  This is the mass of sand used to fill the excavated hole.
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Calculate W to the nearest 0.1 percent.

Calculate the dry mass of the material 
removed from the test hole to the 
nearest 0.01 g.

Calculate the in-place dry density of the
material tested to the nearest 0.1 kg per
cubic meter.

5.0  Calculations

Moisture content (w)=

Dry mass of material removed from the hole (W6)=

Dry density of the material (W)

Where:

w = percentage of moisture content, in material from test hole

W3 = moist mass of moisture sample, in g

W4 = dry mass of moisture sample, in g

W5 = moist mass of the material from the test hole, in g

W6 = dry mass of material from the test hole, in grams

V = volume of test hole, in cubic centimeters

W7 = grams of sand used

W8 = grams of sand in funnel
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W = dry density of the tested material, in kg per cubic meters

Percent compaction(%C)

Where:

%C = percent of maximum dry density, determined by AASHTO T 99 or T 180

L = laboratory maximum dry density, determined by AASHTO T 99 or T 180

W = dry density of tested material, in kg per cubic meter

L  NOTE: Keep units straight during calculations

6.0  Example Calculation

Given: Moist mass of moisture sample = 271.6 g

Dry mass of moisture sample = 257.9 g 

Moist mass of sample from test hole = 2864.9 g

Sand used to fill hole = 2150.0 g

Sand to fill cone = 240.0 g

Optimum laboratory dry density = 2273.16 kg per cubic meter

Bulk density of sand = 1568.16  kg per cubic meter

Find: w , W6,  W, and %C



KDOT AASHTO T 191

II - 19

Solution:
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Sample Test 

True or False

1. The bulk density of the sand cone needs to be determined in order to determine the in-place

density of the soil.

2. The volume of the density apparatus needs to be determined by filling it with water at a

known temperature.

3. Slight changes in moisture or degradation of the sand during storage and transport may

affect the sand density determination.

4. The bulk density of the sand must be determined with the container provided for testing. 

Other volumetric containers are not acceptable.

5. The amount of sand needed to fill the funnel of the sand cone apparatus must be determined

in order to accurately reflect the amount of sand required to fill the test hole during the test

procedure.

6. Soil excavated from the test hole may be discarded immediately.

7. When digging the test hole, take care to avoid creating pockets, overhangs, and sharp

obtrusions since they affect the accuracy of the test.

8. The mass of sand required to fill the test hole is used to determine the volume of the test

hole.

9. Calculate the moisture content of the material under test to the nearest whole percent.

10. Density is determined on a wet basis first and a dry basis after the moisture content of the

material has been determined.
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Project___________________ County____________________ Date____________

Inspector____________________

WORK SHEET FOR DENSITY TESTS

Test 1 Test 2 Test 3 Test 4 Test 5 Test 6

Station

Dist. ]
Elevation (minus rod from final
grade)

Wet wt. soil in hole, (g) W3

Dry wt. soil in hole, (g) W4

% of moisture w

Initial wt. sand (g) or Final vol.
reading

W7

Final wt. sand (g) or Initial vol.
reading

W8

Volume of hole (m^3) V

Dry density (kg/m^3) W

Compaction curve

Std. density L

% of Std. density =(W/L) X 100 %C

W2 = Wt. of sand in apparatus=  _________
V1 = Vol. of sand in apparatus =____________
W1 = Wt. cubic feet of sand =  _____________   
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Figure 1.  Calcium carbide moisture testing kit with
associated equipment.

Determination of Moisture by Means of a Calcium Carbide 
Gas Pressure Tester

AASHTO T 217

1.0  Purpose

This method is intended to determine the moisture content of soils using a calcium

carbide gas pressure tester.  The tester is also referred to as the “Speedy Meter.”

The apparatus is very portable and no electricity is required, making the method particularly

useful.   The tester determines the moisture content as part of a chemical reaction between water

and calcium carbide.  

Note: This tester uses potentially dangerous chemicals which react to produce acetylene

gas.  Care should be taken when performing this test.  Avoid breathing the acetylene gas and

avoid running the test where potential for ignition might cause a fire.
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Figure 2.  Placing calcium carbide into moisture tester
chamber.

2.0  Apparatus

Calcium Carbide Pressure Moisture Tester (See Figure 1):  The Speedy Meter will usually

include the reagent calcium carbide.  AASHTO states that the shelf life of the reagent is limited

and that it should be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.   The meter

is a simple pressurized chamber with a special cap holding the sample and a chamber where the

carbide is placed.  The cap should fit tightly seated on the chamber, usually with a rubber gasket

to ensure an adequate seal during testing.  

Balance:  The balance must conform to the requirements of AASHTO M 231, Class G-2

(samples are 2 kg or less and the scale is sensitive to the nearest 0.1 g). Some models contain a

scale built-in to the unit to the meter.   

Cleaning Brush and Cloth:  Used to clean the tester after each use.

Scoop:  Used to measure the calcium carbide reagent.
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Figure 3.  Placing moist soil sample inside the cap of meter.

3.0  Procedure

(1) If using the 20 g or 26 g testers, place three scoops (~24 g) of calcium carbide into the tester

(Figure 2).  If using the super 200 D tester, place six scoops (~48 g) into the tester.  

(2) Weigh a sample of soil of the exact mass specified by the manufacturer of the instrument in

the balance provided and place the soil into the cap of the instrument (Figure 3).  When

using the 20 g or 26 g testers, place two 31.75 mm (1.25 in) steel balls in the body of the

tester with the calcium carbide.  

NOTE 5 in AASHTO T 217 indicates that if the moisture content of the sample exceeds the

limit of the pressure gage (20% moisture for soil tester), a one-half size sample must be

used and the dial reading must be multiplied by 2.  This proportional method is not directly

applicable to the dry mass percent scale on the super 200 D tester.
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Figure 4.  Ensure that seal is made between cap and chamber.

(3) With the instrument in a horizontal position (to ensure that the calcium carbide does not

come into contact with the soil) seal the cap and tighten down on the clamp.  A complete

seal must be achieved in order to obtain accurate results from the instrument (Figure 4).

(4) Raise the instrument and allow the soil to fall from the cap into the pressure vessel.  Shake

the instrument vigorously (60 seconds for granular soils, 180 seconds for other soils) to

permit a complete reaction between the soil and the calcium carbide. 

Note: If steel balls are used in the tester, shake in a rotating motion to avoid damaging the

instrument.  

(5) When the needle stops moving, read the dial gauge while holding the unit in a horizontal

position at eye level (Figure 5).
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Figure 5: Dial reading on the speedy meter.

(6) Record sample mass and dial reading

(7) Position the instrument so that the cap is away from the user and slowly release the gas

from the pressure chamber.  Inspect the sample remaining inside the pressure chamber.  If it

is not completely pulverized then a new sample must be obtained and tested after the

instrument has been thoroughly cleaned.

(8) The speedy moisture tester determines moisture content based on the wet mass of the soil. 

The percentage of moisture based on the dry mass of the material is read from the

conversion curve which should be supplied with each instrument.  

Note 8 in AASHTO T 217 recommends that users check the accuracy of the gauge and the

conversion curve by testing samples of a known moisture content and developing

correction factors (if necessary) for the instrument.  The moisture content should be

determined to the nearest whole percent in this method.
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4.0  Calculation

The percentage of moisture by dry mass of soil can be determined by a conversion curve

or from the given conversion chart .
Speedy Reading,
(Wet mass %)

Dry Mass,
%

Speedy Reading,
(Wet mass %)

Dry Mass,
%

Speedy Reading,
(Wet mass %)

Dry Mass, %

1.0 1.0 20.5 25.8 35.5 55.0

2.0 2.1 21.0 26.5 36.0 56.2

3.0 3.2 21.5 27.4 36.5 57.4

4.0 4.3 22.0 28.2 37.0 58.7

5.0 5.4 22.5 29.0 37.5 60.0

6.0 6.5 23.0 29.8 38.0 61.2

7.0 7.6 23.5 30.7 38.5 62.6

8.0 8.7 24.0 31.5 39.0 63.9

9.0 9.8 24.5 32.4 39.5 65.2

10.0 11.0 25.0 33.3 40.0 66.6

10.5 11.7 25.5 34.2 40.5 68.0

11.0 12.3 26.0 35.3 41.0 69.4

11.5 13.0 26.5 36.0 41.5 70.9

12.0 13.6 27.0 36.9 42.0 72.4

12.5 14.2 27.5 37.9 42.5 73.8

13.0 14.9 28.0 38.8 43.0 75.4

13.5 15.6 28.5 39.8 43.5 76.9

14.0 16.3 29.0 40.8 44.0 78.5

14.5 16.9 29.5 41.8 44.5 80.1

15.0 17.6 30.0 42.8 45.0 81.8

15.5 18.3 30.5 43.9 45.5 83.4

16.0 19.0 31.0 44.9 46.0 85.1

16.5 19.7 31.5 45.9 46.5 86.9

17.0 20.4 32.0 47.0 47.0 88.6

17.5 21.2 32.5 48.1 47.5 90.6

18.0 21.9 33.0 49.2 48.0 92.3

18.5 22.7 33.5 50.3 48.5 94.1

19.0 23.4 34.0 51.5 49.0 96.0

19.5 24.2 34.5 52.6 49.5 98.0

20.0 25.0 35.0 53.8 50.0 100.0
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Sample Test

True or False

1. The calcium carbide moisture tester determines the moisture content of soils as a chemical

reaction between water and calcium carbide.

2. Calcium carbide has a short shelf life and should be used in conjunction with manufacturer’s

recommendations.

3. Calcium carbide should be placed in the cap of the moisture gage.

4. Most speedy moisture content gauges read moisture as a percent of the dry weight.

5. A complete seal is necessary between the cap and chamber to get accurate results.

6. The percentage of moisture in the soil sample is based on the dry mass of the material, and is

read from a conversion curve supplied with the instrument.

7. If the anticipated moisture content of the soil exceeds the capacity of the instrument in use,

the result of the test should be divided by two.

8. The moisture gauge should be shaken well for three minutes for granular soils or one minute

for other soils to ensure a complete reaction between the soil and calcium carbide.
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Field Density and Moisture Tests of Soils
By Nuclear Gauge – Troxler 3411-B 

Kansas Test Method  KT – 51

1.0  Scope

This test method covers the procedure for measuring the “in-place” (wet) density and

moisture of soils.  The moisture content of the soil is used in conjunction with the “in-place”

density measurement to determine dry density.  Procedures for Kansas Test Methods KT-51 and

KT-52 reflect testing procedures found in AASHTO T-238 and T-239.  Kansas Test Methods KT-

51 and KT-52 are being used in lieu of the regional standards which are AASHTO T 238 and T

239.

Procedures for KT-51 and KT-52 are similar except that each utilizes a different nuclear

gauge.  KT-51 utilizes the Troxler 3411-B while KT-52 utilizes the Troxler 3440.   This training

module shall be applicable to both test methods. 

The nuclear gauge uses a gamma source and gamma detector to measure the “in-place”

(wet) density of soils at depths ranging from 50 mm (2 in) to 300 mm (12 in).   The intensity of

the radiation detected upon return to the gamma detector is dependent in part upon the density of

the soil.  To determine moisture content, the nuclear gauge uses a fast neutron source and a

thermal neutron detector, which determines the intensity of slow or moderated neutrons. 

Moisture is then determined by the relationship of nuclear count to mass of water per unit

volume of soil. 
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Caution should be exercised when operating the nuclear gauge.  This equipment utilizes

radioactive materials, which may be hazardous to the health of users unless proper precautions

are taken. 

2.0  Apparatus

Nuclear Gauge: Troxler 3411-B;  see Figure 1.

Probe:  Either the gamma source or the gamma detector shall be housed in the probe for insertion

into a pre-formed hole of the material to be tested.  Probes shall be marked in increments of 50

mm (2 in) with depths ranging from 50 mm (2 in) to a maximum of 300 mm (12 in).  The probe

shall be mechanically held in place when it is manually moved to the desired depth.

Housing: The source, detector, readout device,  probe, and power supply shall be in housings of

rugged construction that are moisture and dust proof.

Guide: Used for the hole-forming device to make a hole normal to the prepared surface.

Hole-forming Device: An auger, pin, or similar device for forming a hole in the soil to

accommodate the probe.  The hole-forming device shall have a nominal diameter equal to or up

to 3 mm(1/8 in) greater than the probe diameter.

Reference Standard Block: Uniform, non-changing density block shall be provided with each

gauge for the purpose of checking equipment operation and background count.

3.0  Gauge Preparation

Warm up the nuclear gauge in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.
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3.1  Take Reference Standard Count

Set the time switch in the SLOW (4 minute) position and take a reading on the reference

standard block.  This reading should be within one (1) standard count.  The two numbers should

land within two machine for malfunction. 

3.2 Check Density Calibration Curves

Calibration curves are generated by determining the nuclear count rate for several

materials of different densities and plotting the count ratio versus the known material density. 

The calibration curves for newly acquired gauges should be checked.  All 3411-B gauges shall be

subjected to a “factory” calibration at least once each year.  KDOT gauges shall be calibrated at

the Materials and Research Center.

3.3  Determining  Moisture Correction Factor

Determinations by the nuclear method are to be compared with moisture quantities

described under AASHTO T 217.  A determination represents three one-minute or one four-

minute wet density (WD) count readings from the gauge at one location.   Moisture samples shall

be extracted from the same location the nuclear gauge readings are taken.  At least six separate

locations are required.  Discard the location(s) with the greatest deviation to leave five pair of

samples for analysis.  Prepare the test site and proceed as stated in Section 4.0, entitled Test

Procedure.
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Compare the six or more sample pairs of oven dry and nuclear gauge results from the

locations mentioned above.  Discard the sample pair(s) that deviate the greatest from the

remaining five.  Oven dry samples are to be at least 1000 g and are to be taken under the center of

the gauge to a depth of 150 to 200 mm (6 to 8 in).  Nuclear tests are to be taken with the Moisture

Correct set at 00 on the 3411-B scaler.  Prepare a chart of sample pairs as shown below:

Sample
No.

% M Oven Dry %M Gauge Moisture Difference
(% M Oven Dry - % M Gauge)

1 4.5 8.6 -4.1
2 4.0 5.9 -1.9
3 7.2 9.7 -2.5
4 6.7 8.6 -1.9
5    3.9  *      9.5   * -5.6
6 4.7 8.6 -3. 

Average 5.4 8.3      -2.9  #

Note:   “ * ”  Represents the discarded sample pair

Note:   “ # “  If the Average Moisture Difference exceeds +/- one percent, a Moisture
Correction Factor will be required for that soil type.

To determine the correction factor, calculate the average difference value and proceed as

follows:

Calculate the Moisture Correction Factor using the average difference values

In the example above, the moisture correction would be as follows:

GaugeMAvg
GaugeMAvgOvenDryMAvg

ctorrrectionFaMoistureCo
__%_100

)__%___%_(1000
+

−
=

27
3.8100

)3.84.5(1000
−=

+
−

=ctorrrectionFaMoistureCo
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The correction is independent of dry density and adjusts the apparent moisture to a true

moisture regardless of dry density.  Dial the value into the Moisture Correction switches on the

3411-B scaler, paying particular attention to the algebraic sign.  This value can be used for all

future tests on the same soil type.  Each soil type will have a moisture correction factor.

4.0  Test Procedure

Determine the number of soil types to be encountered on the project.  If the number is

substantial, then use AASHTO T 217 to determine the correct moisture content of the soil instead

of calibrating the nuclear density gauge to moisture.

Randomly select a test site where the gauge will be at least 300 mm (12 in) away from any

slight vertical projection.  If the vertical projection is significant, then maintain a distance of 3 m

(10 ft) including all stationary vehicles and equipment.  Vehicles and construction equipment in

motion should maintain a minimum distance of 1 to 1.5 m (3 to 4 ft) from the gauge.

4.1  Site Preparation

1) Prepare the test site by removing all loose and disturbed material as necessary to expose the

top of the material to be tested.   

2) Plane an area of sufficient size to a smooth condition so as to have maximum contact

between the gauge and the material being tested.   

3) The maximum void space beneath the gauge shall not be more than 3 mm (1/8 in).  Use

native soils or fine sand to fill these voids and smooth the surface with a rigid plate or other

suitable tool.  The depth of the filler should not exceed approximately 3 mm (1/8 in). 
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 4) Make a hole perpendicular to the prepared surface using the guide and the hole-forming

device.  The hole shall be of such depth and alignment that insertion of the probe will not

cause the gauge to tilt from the plane of the prepared area.

4.2 Procedure

1) Tilt the gauge and extend the probe to the position required for the desired depth of the test.

2) Insert probe in the hole.

3) Seat the gauge firmly by moving it about the probe with a back and forth motion.

4) Pull gently on the gauge in the direction that will bring the side of the probe which faces the

center of the gauge into contact with the side of the hole. 

5) Set the POWER/TIME switch to the “Normal” position.

6) Turn the moisture correction switches to  “00” or to the previously determined correction

factor setting.

7) Press  “Measure” key.  After one minute the counting procedure will stop.

8) Press “WD” and record the Wet Density in kg/m3 (PCF)

Press “M” and record the Moisture in kg/m3 (PCF)

Press “DD” and record the Dry Density = (WD-M)

Press %M and record percent moisture = (100*M)/DD

4.3  Gauge Reading

Secure and record three one-minute readings: Record the kg/m^3 (PCF) on Wet Density (WD)

and Moisture (M) for each reading.  If any individual Wet Density reading is not within +/- 16

kg/m^3 (+/- 1.0 PCF) of the average, eliminate it along with its Moisture reading from the



KDOT KT - 51

II - 35

average.   Take another one-minute reading to replace the eliminated values and these values with

the non deviant values.   If two dry densities are not within +/- 16 kg/m^3 (+/- 1.0 PCF) of the

average, discard all three readings and start over again.  When three readings meet the above

criteria, record the average WD and the average M of the soil.

5.0  Soil Identification

A selection of the soil type is necessary in order to set the moisture correction factor for

the 3411-B.  Nonhomogeneous soils may be encountered in which differences between the

gauges and oven are inconsistent between samples.  In this case, the use of AASHTO T 217 is the

proper method for analyzing the moisture content of the soil.
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Sample Test

True or False

1. The nuclear gauge uses a gamma source and gamma detector to measure the “in-place”
density of soils.

2. Procedures for KT-51 and AASHTO T-238 are identical, including the use of identical
nuclear gauges.

3. The selected test site must be at least 300 mm(12 in) away from any vertical projection.

4. Moving equipment or vehicles should maintain a distance of least 5 m from the gauge.

5. The maximum void space beneath the gauge should not exceed 3 mm(1/8 in)

6. When making the hole for the source rod, make sure it is perpendicular to the prepared
surface area.   
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Field Density and Moisture Tests of Soils
By Nuclear Gauge – Troxler 3440

Kansas Test Method  KT – 52

Procedures for Kansas Test Methods KT-51 and KT-52 reflect testing procedures found in

AASHTO T-238 and T-239.  Kansas Test Methods KT-51 and KT-52 are being used in lieu of the

regional standards which are AASHTO T 238 and T 239.

Procedures for KT-51 and KT-52 are similar except each utilizes a different nuclear gauge. 

The training module for KT-51 is applicable to both tests. 
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Standard Practice for Description and Identification of Soils,
Visual/Manual Procedure

ASTM D 2488

1.0  Scope

The procedure is used to describe the composition of soil particles below cobble size

(passing 75 mm size).   This procedure is used in the field as a quick way to identify and classify

soils into distinct categories.  It can also be used in the laboratory as a supplement to ASTM D

2487.   In cases where exact soil identification is necessary, ASTM recommends the use of

ASTM D 2487.   

This method assumes a basic understanding of the mechanical characteristics of soils in

relation to appearance.  ASTM D 2488 (Note 4) states that “the ability to describe and identify

soils correctly is learned more readily under the guidance of experienced personnel, but it may

also be acquired systematically by comparing numerical laboratory test results for typical soils of

each type with their visual and manual characteristics.”

2.0  Definitions

This method relies on a basic understanding of particle definitions.  The following terms are

used throughout the specification.  The following terms are defined according to ASTM D 2488.  

 Cobble: particles of rock that will pass a 300 mm square opening and be retained on a 75 mm

sieve.

 Boulder : particles of rock that will not pass a 300 mm square opening.
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Figure 1: Plasticity Chart (Reprinted from ASTM D 2487).

 Clays: soil passing a 0.075 mm sieve that can be made to exhibit plasticity within a range of

water contents, and that exhibits considerable strength when air dry.   For classification, a

clay is a fine-grained soil, or the fine-graded portion of a soil, with a plasticity index equal to

or greater than four, and the plot of plasticity index versus liquid limit falls on or above the

“A” line (Figure 1).  

 Silt: soil passing a 0.075 mm sieve that is nonplastic or very slightly plastic and that exhibits

little or no strength when air dry.  For classification, a silt is a fine-grained soil, or the fine-

grained portion of a soil, with a plasticity index less than four, or the plot of plasticity index

versus liquid limit falls below the “A” line (Figure 1).

 Organic Silt:   a silt with sufficient organic content to influence soil properties.  For

classification, an organic silt is a soil that would be classified as a silt except that its liquid

limit value after oven drying is less than 75% of its liquid limit value before oven drying. 
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 Coarse Gravel: particles of rock that will pass a 75 mm sieve and be retained on a 19 mm

sieve.

 Fine Gravel: particles of rock that will pass a 19 mm sieve and be retained on 4.75 mm sieve.

 Coarse Sand: particles of rock that will pass a 4.75 mm sieve and be retained on a 2.00 mm

sieve.

 Medium Sand: particles of rock that will pass a 2.00 mm sieve and be retained on a 0.425 mm

sieve.

 Fine Sand: particles of rock that will pass a 0.425 mm sieve and be retained on a 0.075 mm

sieve.

 Organic Clay: clay with sufficient organic content to influence the soil properties.  For

classification, an organic clay is a soil that would be classified as clay, except that its liquid

limit value after oven drying is less than 75% of its liquid limit value before oven drying.

 Peat: soil composed primarily of vegetable tissue in various stages of decomposition usually

with an organic odor, a dark brown to black color, a spongy consistency, and a texture

ranging from fibrous to amorphous.

3.0  Sampling

Materials sampled for identification should be obtained under a recognized sampling

specification.  The origin (location) of the sample as it existed in the field should be duly noted on

reporting forms.  This includes station number or offset associated with a stated centerline, depth

of exploration, location description with respect to a permanent monument, etc.
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4.0  Procedure

Assigning group symbols and names to soil samples: Use the appropriate flow chart

(Figures 2-4), adapted from ASTM D 2488, to determine soil type by gradation.  This method

assumes that the technician estimates the percentage of fines, sand, and gravel to the nearest 5%.  

Appendix X4 in ASTM D 2488 outlines several means for estimating the percentages of particles

in a soil sample.   Using the “jar method,” the technician mixes the sample with water in a jar and

allows the contents to settle.  The larger particles will settle first, followed later by small particles. 

The volume that each particle size occupies within the jar can be used to estimate percentages.  

In addition to particle size classification, ASTM D 2488 outlines several tests to be

performed on soils to further describe them.  Table 13 in ASTM D 2488 presents a checklist for

Description of soils.  Not all criteria are applicable to all samples.  Consult ASTM D 2488 when

classifying soil beyond a particle-size definition.

Some of the less obvious properties explored when performing a soils identification

include:

(1) the soil hardness or reaction to a hammer blow (a soil is hard if the gravel portion

does not crack, fracture, or crumble under a hammer blow) 

(2) the dry strength of 12.5 mm balls crushed between the fingers (none, low, medium,

high, very high)     

(3)  the dilatancy of a 12.5 mm ball smoothed onto the palm of one hand and shaken

horizontally against the other to note the tendency of water to form on the surface

and then to be reabsorbed into the soil when squeezed (reaction noted as none,

slow, or rapid)
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Figure 2: Reproduction of Flow Chart (Fig 1a in ASTM D 2488) to be used when
identifying Inorganic Fine Grained Soils (50% or more fines)

 (4) the toughness or relative pressure required to roll the soil into a 3 mm thread near

the plastic limit (low, medium, or high)
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Figure 3: Reproduction of Flow Chart (Fig. 2 in ASTM D 2488) to be used when identifying
Coarse Grained Soils (less than 50% fines)
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Sample Test

True or False

1. This test procedure is used when classifying soils for precise determinations.

2. This practice is limited to identification of particles smaller than 75 mm.

3. By definition, gravel passes a 75 mm sieve and is retained on a 4.75 mm sieve.

4. Plasticity in general and the plasticity index specifically is used in the classification of certain

types of soil.

5. By definition, sand passes a 9.5 mm sieve and is retained on a 0.075 mm sieve.
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Family of Curves -- One Point Method

AASHTO T 272

1.0  Purpose

This procedure is useful for the quick determination of optimum moisture content and

maximum dry density of a soil.  It utilizes a family of curves and a one-point determination.  

“A family of curves is a group of typical moisture-density relationships determined using

AASHTO T 99, which reveal certain similarities and trends characteristic of the soil type and

source.   Soils from one source will have many different moisture-density curves, but if a group

of these curves are plotted together certain relationships usually apparent.  In general it will be

found that higher unit mass soils assume steeper slopes with maximum dry densities at lower

optimum moisture contents, while the lower unit mass soils assume flatter more gently sloped

curves with higher optimum moisture contents” (AASHTO T 272, 2.1).      

One-point determinations are made by compacting a mold of soil with a 2.5 kg rammer

and a drop of 305 mm.   There are four alternative procedures.  

Method Requirements

A 101.6 mm diameter mold*; soil material passing a 4.75 mm sieve

B 152.4 mm diameter mold*; soil material passing a 4.75 mm sieve

C 101.6 mm diameter mold*; soil material passing a 19.0 mm sieve

D 152.4 mm diameter mold*; soil material passing a 19.0 mm sieve

*Height: 116.43 +/- 0.13 mm (4.584 +/ .005 in)
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The preceding methods correspond to methods used in AASHTO T 99.  For instance, if

AASHTO T 99 Method C is used to form the family of curves, then Method C must be used for

the one-point determination.  

2.0  Apparatus

See AASHTO T 99, Section 2

3.0  Method A

3.1  Sample

See AASHTO T 99, Section 3

3.2  Procedure

1. Dampen the selected representative sample to approximately 4% below the optimum

moisture content.  Mix the sample thoroughly with water.  

2. Compact the prepared soil in a 101.6 mm mold (with collar attached).  

** Compact in three equal layers giving a total compacted depth of approximately 125

mm.  

** Compact each layer by applying 25 uniformly distributed blows from the rammer.  

** Rammer drop should be 305 mm above the elevation of the compacted soil.

** See Note 2 in AASHTO T 99 concerning the foundation to perform compaction on.
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3. Remove extension collar. Use a straightedge to trim the compacted soil even with the top of

the mold.  

4. Determine the mold mass and moist soil mass in kilograms to the nearest  5 grams.

5. Determine the wet density (W1) of the compacted in kilograms per cubic meter.   

W1 = (Mass of compacted specimen and mold - mass of the mold) x 1060

6. Remove the material from the mold and slice vertically through the center

7. Obtain a representative sample from one of the cut faces and determine its mass

immediately.

8. Determine the moisture content by drying the sample in an oven at 110 +/- 5°C (230 +/- 9°F)

for a minimum of 12 hours or to a constant mass.

** The moisture sample must not have a mass less than 100 g.

4.0  Method B

4.1  Sample

Select the sample in accordance with AASHTO T 99, Section 4.3 with the exception that

it must have a mass of approximately 7 kg.

4.2  Procedure

The procedure for Method B is identical to the Method A procedure with the following

exceptions:

1. Use the 152.40 mm mold instead of the 101.6 mm mold.

2. Compact each layer with 56 uniformly distributed blows.
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3. Determine W1 (in kilograms per cubic meter of compacted soil by the following formula:

W 1 = (Mass of compacted specimen and mold - Mass of mold) x 471

5.0  Method C

5.1 Sample

1. If the field sample is damp, dry under a trowel until it is friable.

2. Break up the aggregations throughly without reducing the natural size of individual particles.

3. Sieve the pulverized soil over the 19.0 mm sieve and discard any material that is retained. 

See Note 3 in AASHTO T 99, Sec. 8.2.

4. Select a representative sample from the material obtained in steps 1-3.  The sample should

have a mass of 5 kg or more.

5.2  Procedure

The procedure for Method B is identical to the Method A procedure with the following

exception in Step 8: the moisture sample mass can not be less than 500 g.

 

6.0  Method D

6.1  Sample

Following the sample selection process as outlined in section 5.1 with one exception; the

sample mass shall be approximately 11 kg.
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6.2  Procedure

Follow the procedure for Method A (or C) with the following exceptions:

1. Use the 152.40 mm mold instead of the 101.6 mm mold.

2. Compact each layer with 56 uniformly distributed blows.

3. Determine W1  (in kilograms per cubic meter of compacted soil by the following formula:

W 1 = (Mass of compacted specimen and mold - Mass of mold) x 471

7.0  Calculations

The calculations proceed in the same manner as the AASHTO T 99 calculations.

1. Calculate the wet density (W1) in kilograms per cubic meter

Methods A and C: (mass of mold and soil - mass of mold) x 1060

Methods B and D: (mass of mold and soil - mass of mold) x 471

2. Calculate the moisture content for each compacted sample by dividing the water content

(loss between wet mass and dry mass for moisture sample) by the dry mass of the sample by

multiplying by 100. 

w = moisture content of sample

M1 = wet mass of soil

M2 = dry mass of soil

3. Calculate the dry density (W) for each compacted sample in kilograms per cubic meter. 

W=
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4. Determine the moisture-density relationship by plotting density as the ordinates and the

corresponding moisture contents as the abscissas.

5. Connect the points drawn on the moisture-density graph with a smooth curve.  The moisture

content corresponding to the peak of the curve will be termed the optimum moisture

content.

6. The dry density at the optimum moisture content is the maximum dry density.

8.0  Optimum  Moisture Content/Maximum Dry Density

The objective of the preceding calculations is to determine the moisture content and

corresponding oven-dry density of the specimen.   The dry density (y-axis) should be plotted

against the corresponding moisture content (x-axis).   This plot will define one point within or on

the family of curves (See Figure 1 in AASHTO T 272).  

See Appendix I for complete AASHTO T 272 test method for developing a moisture-

density family of curves.



CHAPTER III

Soil Laboratory Technician
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Specific Gravity of Soils

AASHTO T 100

1.0  Purpose

This method is used to determine the specific gravity of a soil mass.  The main use of

specific gravity information is for hydrometer calculation which determines particle size

distribution of grain sizes too small to measure with standard sieves.  Other uses include:

computation of the void ratio and soil density.  

The specific gravity of any substance is defined as the density of the material divided by

the density of distilled water at a stated temperature.  The density of gas free distilled water at

STP (standard temperature and pressure) is 1.000g/cc.  The mass of the displaced water is used to

indirectly measure the volume of the mass under question.  Density is then calculated as the mass

to volume ratio.  

2.0  Apparatus

Pycnometer:  AASHTO allows either a volumetric flask (Figure 1) or a stoppered bottle. 

The volumetric flask needs to have a capacity of at least 100 ml.   A 500 ml capacity flask is

required for samples of clay that contain their natural moisture.  Stoppered bottles must have a

capacity of least 50 ml.  The stopper must be made of the same material as the bottle, and must

be of a size that “it can be easily inserted to a fixed depth in the neck  of the bottle, and shall have

a small hole through its center to permit the emission of air and surplus water” (AASHTO T 100,

5.1.1).
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Figure 1: Weighing pycnometer.

Balance:  For volumetric flasks, an AASHTO M 231 Class C balance sensitive to 0.01 g must be

used.  For stoppered bottles, and AASHTO M 231 Class B balance sensitive to 0.001 g must be

used.

Oven:   Drying oven capable of maintaining a consistent temperature of 110 +/- 5° C.

Thermometer: Must cover the range of 0 to 50° C readable and accurate to 1° C.

3.0  Sample Preparation       

This method is for particles passing the 4.75 mm sieve.  If the material to be tested

contains particles larger than the 4.75 mm sieve, then that portion of the sample should be run

using AASHTO T 85, Test for Specific Gravity and Absorption of Coarse Aggregate.  Note 1 in T

100 indicates a weighted average formula to be used when combining the T 85 procedure for
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 Figure 2: Measuring temperature of pycnometer.

material retained on the 4.75 mm sieve and the T 100 procedure for material passing the 4.75 mm

sieve.  

When determining the specific gravity of soils for the hydrometer analysis, this method is

run on the material passing the 2.00 mm sieve.

This method is to be used on samples where the particles are relatively insoluble to water. 

Materials which contain “extraneous matter (such as cement, lime, etc.), water-soluble mater

(such as sodium chloride), and soils containing matter with a specific gravity of less than one,

typically require special treatment or a qualified definition of specific gravity” (AASHTO T 100,

4.2).

4.0  Calibration of Pycnometer

1. Clean, dry, and weigh the pycnometer and record its mass, Wf.

2. Fill the pycnometer with distilled water at room temperature.  The mass of the pycnometer

and the water (Wa) should be determined and recorded.
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3. Take the temperature of the water in the pycnometer (Figure 2).  This observed temperature

(Ti) will be used as the temperature reference. Table 1 indicates the relative density of water

to be used in determining the variation in the mass of the pycnometer and water over the

expected range of temperatures.

Where:Wa = mass of pycnometer and water, in grams

Wf = mass of pycnometer, in grams
Ti = observed temperature of water, in degrees C
Tx = any other observed temperature, in degrees C

Temperature, deg C Relative density of water Correction Factor, K

18 0.9986244 1.0004

19 0.9984347 1.0002

20 0.9982343 1.0000

21 0.9980233 0.9998

22 0.9978019 0.9996

23 0.9975702 0.9993

24 0.9973286 0.9991

25 0.9970770 0.9989

26 0.9968156 0.9986

27 0.9965451 0.9983

28 0.9962652 0.9980

29 0.9959761 0.9977
Table 1: Correction factors used to determine the density of water at various temperatures.
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Calibration Example:

Determine the mass of the pycnometer at 29°C.  With  Wa @ Ti = 679.73; Ti = 24°C;  

Wf = 178.93.  Calculate Wa @ Tx for a single pycnometer over the range of expected test

temperatures.

Wa @ 29°C = (0.9959761/0.9973286) x (679.3-178.93) + 178.93 = 679.0508537

Wa @ 29°C = 679.05

5.0  Sample Preparation

1. The sample used for this test may be oven-dried or contain its natural moisture.  The mass on

an oven-dry basis should be at least 25 g when using the volumetric flask, or 10 g when using

the stoppered bottle.

2. If the sample contains its natural moisture, determine its oven dry mass at the end of the

procedure by drying it in an oven maintained at 110 +/- 5°C (230 +/- 9°F).  Drying some

soils at lower pressures and temperatures may be necessary to reduce the potential for

hydration.  Clay samples that contain a natural moisture content should be dispersed in

distilled water prior to placement in the 500 mL flask using the dispersing equipment

specified in AASHTO T 88 (Hydrometer Test).  Clay samples need to be dispersed

completely in order to obtain an accurate determination of specific gravity.

3. When using oven dried samples, the sample should be dried for a minimum of 12 hours in an

oven maintained at 110 +/- 5°C (230 +/- 9°F), cooled to room temperature, weighed and

placed into the pycnometer, or placed into the pycnometer and weighed.  
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Figure 3: Boiling soil in pycnometer on hot-plate.

4. Add distilled water at room temperature to the pycnometer so that the sample is completely

covered and approximately 3/4 full for the volumetric flask, or about ½ full for the stoppered

bottle.  Allow the sample to soak for a minimum of 12 hours before proceeding with the test.

5. Remove the entrapped air from the sample using either the boiling method or the partial

vacuum method.

Boiling Method:

Place the pycnometer on a hot plate (see Figure 3) and gently boil the sample for 10 minutes,

while occasionally rolling the pycnometer to assist in the removal of air.  Samples boiled will

be cooled to room temperature before proceeding with the test.
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Vacuum Method:

Subject the contents of the pycnometer to a partial vacuum of 13.33 kPa or less absolute

pressure by connecting to an aspirator or vacuum pump or by use of a bell jar.  It may be

necessary to reduce the pressure for some soils since they will boil violently under vacuum. 

Notes 7 and 8 in AASHTO T 100 indicate that water may be added in layers when using the

vacuum in order to remove air from the water in stages.  Samples with natural moisture and

high plasticity may take 6 to 8 hours to deair.  Samples with low plasticity may take 4 to 6

hours to deair.  Oven dried samples generally take 2 to 4 hours to deair.  During the vacuum

phase, samples should be agitated gently at intervals to assist in the removal of air.

6. Fill the pycnometer to its calibrated capacity at room temperature, dry off the surface of the

pycnometer, and weigh.  Record the temperature of the pycnometer, and weigh.  Record the

temperature of the pycnometer and its content to the nearest °C and use the previously

determined calibration procedure to determine the mass of the pycnometer and sample (Wa)

at the measured temperature (Ti).

6.0  Calculations

Calculating the specific gravity of the soil at Tx:

Where:Wo = mass of oven-dried soil, g

Wa = mass of pycnometer filled with water @Tx, g

Wb = mass of pycnometer filled with water and soil @Tx, g

Tx = temperature of the water @Wb
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Correction of the specific gravity at Tx to 20°C:

Where: K = value from Table 1.  K is determined by dividing the relative density

of water @Tx by the relative density of water at 20°C

Example Calculation:

Wo = 25.687 g

Wa @ 25°C = 679.732

Wb @ 25°C = 696.091

Specific Gravity @ 25°C = 25.687/[25.687+(679.732 - 696.091)]

Specific Gravity @ 25°C = 2.754

Correction @ 25°C to 20°C = 0.9989(2.754)

Specific Gravity @ 20°C = 2.751

When using the volumetric flask, report specific gravity values to the nearest 0.01.  When

using the stoppered bottle, report specific gravity values to the nearest 0.001.  Indicate on the

reporting form whether of not any of the original samples was discarded to perform the test.
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Sample Test

True or False

1. Specific gravity is defined as the ratio of a mass of a given volume of a material at a stated

temperature to the mass in air of the same volume of gas-free distilled water at a stated

temperature.

2. The specific gravity of soils is performed on particles passing the 2.36 mm sieve.

3. This method is equally applicable for soils that contain water soluble materials.

4. The volumetric flask must be used for this test method.  Other types of containers are not

acceptable.

5. The pycnometer must be calibrated in order to determine its volume.

6. The standard test temperature for the water used in this test is 20°C (68°F).

7. Samples with natural moisture and high plasticity will deair more quickly than samples that

are oven dried with low plasticity.

8. When using the volumetric flask, report the specific soil gravity to the nearest 0.001.

9. When performing the specific gravity on clay samples, special consideration needs to be

followed, such as drying the material at a lower temperature or using dispersing equipment

when adding the water to the sample.

10.  If a non-standard temperature is measured at the conclusion of the test (anything other than

20°C), then the test needs to scrapped and rerun.
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Sample Test

Calculation

Calculate the Specific Gravity for the following sample.  Be sure to correct the specific

gravity to the standard reading at 20°C.  

Wo = 25.275 g

Wa @ 28°C = 583.825

Wb @ 25°C = 598.535
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Particle Size Analysis of Soils by Hydrometer

AASHTO T 88

1.0  Purpose

This procedure makes a quantitative determination of  the distribution of particle sizes in

soils based on their rate of fall in liquid.  The procedure is intended for particles passing the 0.075

mm (# 200) sieve.  The data are plotted on a semi-log plot of percent finer vs. particle diameters

and may be combined with data from the mechanical analysis.   One important result of this test is

to obtain the clay fraction (percent < 0.002 mm).   The test is also valuable in identifying particle

sizes (<0.02 mm) which could be susceptible to frost.  The analysis is based on Stoke’s Law.

 In Stoke’s Law, the rates of settling of spherical particles in a fluid are expressed by:   

V = velocity (cm/s) 

 r = particle’s radius (cm)

C = constant

The prepared sample is dispersed and placed into a sedimentation cylinder.  Then, the

specific gravity of the solution with suspended particles is measured by the hydrometer. 

Measurements of specific gravity with correction for temperature and the specific gravity of the

particles involved determine the percentage of the sample which has not yet settled.  Measurement

of the elapsed time, adjusted for depth of measurement, temperature, and specific gravity of the

soil determines the maximum diameter of the particles still suspended at the effective depth.
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2.0  Apparatus

Oven: Capable of maintaining a temperature of 110 +/- 5°C (230 +/-9°F) for drying the sieve

analysis samples.

Balance: Conforming to the requirements of AASHTO M 231, general purpose balance

Stirring Apparatus: Mechanically operated apparatus (shake mixer), capable of turning the

vertical paddle shaft at a rate of at least 10000 rpm.  The shaft should be of such length so that the

mixing paddle is between 19 mm and 37.5 mm from the bottom of the dispersion cup.  Air jet

dispersion devices may also be used and are discussed in further detail in AASHTO T 88. 

Hydrometer: ASTM hydrometer, calibrated to read either in units of specific gravity or in grams

per liter in suspension, conforming to requirements for hydrometers 151H or 152H, measuring

grams per liter in suspension, since these calculations are slightly less involved than those used

with hydrometer 151H.  

Sedimentation Cylinders: Glass cylinder approximately 460 mm in height and 60 mm diameter

and marked for a volume of 1000 mL.

Thermometer: Calibrated and readable to 0.5°C.

Sieves: Series of sieves conforming to the requirements of AASHTO M 92.  The normally

required sieves are as follows: 75 mm, 50 mm, 25 mm, 9.5 mm, 4.75 mm, 2.00 mm, 0.425 mm,

0.075 mm.

Water bath or constant temperature room: Either needs to be capable of maintaining a

temperature as near 20°C as possible.

Beaker: 250mL, and a Graduated cylinder to measure 125 mL.

Timing device: Clock or watch that indicates seconds.
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Containers: For moisture content determination.

Miscellaneous: Glass rod for stirring sample mixture, jars for soaking samples in solution, wash

bottles.

Dispersing agent: Solution of sodium hexametaphosphate and distilled water, at the rate of 40 g

of sodium hexametaphosphate per liter of solution.   Solution should be prepared frequently and

should be adjusted to a pH of 8 or 9 by use of sodium carbonate in order to prevent a decrease in

dispersing action.  

3.0  Sample Preparation

The test sample for this procedure should be prepared using the dry prep method

(AASHTO T 87).

The sample mass used for the sieve analysis is dependent on nominal maximum size of

particles (see table below).  The sieve analysis is performed on particles larger than the 2 mm

sieve in accordance with AASHTO T 27 (Sieve Analysis of Fine and Coarse Particles, Sections I,

pgs 31-42).

Nominal Maximum Size of Particles Approximate Minimum Mass of Sample

75 mm 5 kg

50 mm 4 kg

25 mm 2 kg

9.5 mm 0.5 kg

AASHTO also stipulates alternate procedures for separating the larger particles from the

finer particles using either a 4.75 mm or 0.425 mm sieve in lieu of the usual 2 mm sieve.  Local
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specifications may dictate which sieve to use for the separation, but normally the 2 mm sieve is

used and therefore this manual will discuss the procedure using only the 2 mm sieve.

Make the separation on the 2 mm sieve and obtain sub-samples from the portion passing

the 2 mm sieve for hygroscopic moisture and hydrometer analysis.  Sample mass for hygroscopic

moisture should be a minimum of 10.  Sample mass for the hydrometer portion of the test should

be approximately 100 for sandy soils and approximately 50 for silty or clayey soils.  Sample

masses should be determined immediately or placed in air-tight containers until tested.

4.0  Determination of Composite Correction for Hydrometer Reading

Hydrometer readings are affected by the specific gravity of the solution, the temperature

of the solution, and where the scale is read (top or bottom of the meniscus).  All these

considerations necessitate a “composite” correction on hydrometer readings for the sample in

question.  AASHTO T 88 recommends preparing a “blank” sample in a sedimentation cylinder

(using the same proportion of solution and distilled water as would normally prevail for the

sample cylinder) at a controlled (or several controlled) temperature(s) in order to ascertain what

the “correction” factor for the reading on the scale should be.  This may be done over an

anticipated range of temperatures in order to determine the effect on actual readings during the

test, or a companion blank may be tested at the same time as the test sample.

Hydrometer scales are designed to be read at the bottom of the meniscus.  Because this is

not possible with soil suspensions (the discolored water does not allow you to read the scale on

the hydrometer at the bottom of the meniscus), the top of the meniscus should be read and a
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correction factor applied.  When using hydrometer 152 H, the composite correction is the reading

at the top of the meniscus in the “blank” sample minus zero.

5.0  Hygroscopic Moisture Determination

Determine the mass of a subportion of the material passing the 2 mm sieve for

hygroscopic moisture content.  Hygroscopic moisture is simply the moisture in equilibrium with

that in the atmosphere to which the soil is exposed.  All associated masses for hygroscopic

moisture should be recorded to the nearest 0.01 g.  Follow AASHTO T 265 (Laboratory

Determination of Moisture Content of Soils, Sect I, pgs 25-30) in order to determine the moisture

content.

6.0  Dispersion of Soil Sample

After weighing, samples for the hydrometer test need to be dispersed by being placed into

a 250 mL beaker, covered with 125 mL of stock solution (prepared concentration of sodium

hexametaphosphate, 40 grams per liter), stirred thoroughly with a glass rod and allowed to soak

for a minimum of 12 hours.

After the 12 hour soaking period, empty the contents of the beaker into the dispersion

cup.  Make sure all of the sample in the beaker is washed into the dispersion cup.  Add distilled

water into the dispersion cup so that it is at least half full.  Disperse the contents in the cup

mechanically for a period of 60 seconds.
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Figure 1: Adding distilled water to sample in sedimentation
cylinder.

7.0  Hydrometer Procedure

1. After the 60 second dispersion, place the contents of the dispersion cup into the

sedimentation cylinder.  Be sure to rinse off the cup and paddles of the dispersion apparatus

completely in order to obtain the entire sample.

2. Add distilled water to the sample in the sedimentation cylinder (Figure 1).  Make sure that

the temperature of the distilled water and the sample are regulated at the test temperature,

20°C (68°F).   This can be accomplished by controlling the temperature of the test room or

using a constant temperature bath.  Deviations from 20°C (68°F) can be compensated for

but should not be so great as to make readings suspect with large correction factors.
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Figure 2: Adding water to the calibration mark on the
cylinder.

Add enough water so that the final volume of the specimen and the solution is 1 liter.  Take

care in adding water to the mark as the cylinder fills up (Figure 2).  It is a good idea to use

the eyedropper in order to achieve the proper height in the sedimentation cylinder. 

3. Once the proper volume of the sample with solution is obtained, agitate the cylinder by

covering one end with the palm of one hand and turn the cylinder upside down and back for

a period of 60 seconds to agitate the slurry (Figure 3).  Note 5 in AASHTO T 88 indicates

that the number of turns during 60 seconds should be approximately 60, counting the turn

upside down and back as two turns.  Any soil remaining in the bottom of the cylinder during

the first few turns should be loosened by vigorous shaking of the cylinder while it is in the

inverted position.
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Figure 3: Agitating slurry in the sedimentation cylinder.

4. At the conclusion of the shaking, place the sedimentation cylinder on a level, firm surface,

record the time, and allow the sample to settle.  From this point to the completion of the test

it is crucial to disturb the sedimentation cylinder as little as possible in order to allow the

particles to fall naturally without any undue vibration.  The sedimentation cylinder should

also be placed in the constant temperature bath or be located in an area where temperature

can be controlled for the duration of the test.  

5. After 120 seconds have elapsed from the cessation of agitation, take the first reading of the

sample using the hydrometer 152H.  

Some considerations when taking hydrometer reading: lower the hydrometer into the sample

slowly, avoid disturbing the sample as much as possible.  Do not drop the hydrometer into

the cylinder, causing it to bob up and down through the sample.   Do not allow the

hydrometer to touch the sides of the sedimentation cylinder.  The hydrometer should be
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Figure 4: Clean hydrometer stem and bulb between uses.

placed into the sample several seconds prior to the required reading time in order to take an

accurate reading at the prescribed time.  

The hydrometer reading should be taken at the top of the meniscus formed by the

suspension around its stem.  The temperature of the sample should also be determined and

recorded each time a hydrometer reading is taken.  

6. Readings should be taken and recorded at the following times after the start of the test: 2

minutes, 4 minutes, 15 minutes, 30 minutes, 60 minutes, 250 minutes, and 1440 minutes. 

After each reading the hydrometer should be carefully removed from the sample and placed

with a spinning motion into clear water in order to clean the hydrometer stem and bulb

(Figure 4).  Alternately, clean the hydrometer stem and bulb using a spray bottle. 
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Figure 5: Pouring finished hydrometer from sedimentation over
0.075 mm sieve.

The number of readings taken and the length of time necessary to take those readings will

depend upon the specific gravity of the particles in the sample and the requirements for

determination of the minimum particle size.  Samples which necessitate a determination

down to the 0.001 mm particle size will take four times as long as determinations down to

the 0.002 mm particle size.  Readings are technically possible down to the 0.00024 mm size,

below which particles are colloidal (smaller than clay) and will remain in suspension

indefinitely.  Practically, readings below the 0.001 mm size using this procedure are not

normally taken and are not usually required by specifications.

7. At the conclusion of the hydrometer analysis, empty thoroughly wash the contents of the

sedimentation cylinder over a 0.075 mm sieve (Figure 5).  Dry the retained material in an

oven maintained at 110 +/- 5°C (230 +/-9°F) to a constant mass in order to run a sieve .
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analysis on materials passing the 2 mm and retained on the 0.075 mm sieve.  Determination

of particle percentages on particular sieve sizes should be specified by the specifying agency

8.0  Calculation Steps

1.  Calculating percentage of hygroscopic moisture in sample (%M):

Where: W = mass of air dried soil

W1 = mass of oven dried soil

2.  Calculating percentage of soil in suspension(for Hydrometer 152H):

Where: P = percent of originally dispersed soil in suspension

R = corrected hydrometer reading

w = mass of dispersed soil (oven-dried basis)

a = value for density of suspension, use a value from Table 1 for nearest

G of soil
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Values of a for different specific gravities

Specific gravity, G
(apparent)

Constant, a

2.95 0.94

2.85 0.96

2.75 0.98

2.65 1.00

2.55 1.02

2.45 1.04

2.35 1.06

Table 1.  Specific gravity-suspension
     density constant

3.   Express percentage of soil in suspension as part of total sample mass:

% of total mass = P x (100 - % retained on 2 mm sieve/100)

4.  Determine diameters of particles in soil suspension:

Where: L = effective depth of hydrometer, from Table 2

T = time interval from beginning of test

K = constant based on test temperature and material specific

gravity, from Table 3
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Values of Effective Depth Based on Hydrometer 152H
Actual Hydrometer

Reading
Effective Depth (L)

(cm)
Actual Hydrometer

Reading
Effective Depth (L)

(cm)

0 16.3 31 11.2

1 16.1 32 11.1

2 16.0 33 10.9

3 15.8 34 10.7

4 15.6 35 10.6

5 15.5 36 10.4

6 15.3 37 10.2

7 15.2 38 10.1

8 15.0 39 9.9

9 14.8 40 9.7

10 14.7 41 9.6

11 14.5 42 9.4

12 14.3 43 9.2

13 14.2 44 9.1

14 14.0 45 8.9

15 13.8 46 8.8

16 13.7 47 8.6

17 13.5 48 8.4

18 13.3 49 8.3

19 13.2 50 8.1

20 13.0 51 7.9

21 12.9 52 7.8

22 12.7 53 7.6

23 12.5 54 7.4

24 12.4 55 7.3

25 12.2 56 7.1

26 12.0 57 7.0

27 11.9 58 6.8

28 11.7 59 6.6

29 11.5 60 6.5

30 11.4

  Table 2
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Values for K for use in Particle Diameter Equation
Specific Gravity

Temp
°C

2.45 2.50 2.55 2.60 2.65 2.70 2.75 2.80 2.85

16 0.01510 0.01505 0.01481 0.01457 0.01435 0.01414 0.01394 0.1374 0.01356

17 0.01511 0.01486 0.01462 0.01439 0.01417 0.01396 0.01376 0.01356 0.01338

18 0.01492 0.01467 0.01443 0.01421 0.01399 0.01378 0.01359 0.01339 0.01321

19 0.01474 0.01449 0.01425 0.01403 0.01382 0.01361 0.01342 0.01323 0.01305

20 0.01456 0.01431 0.01408 0.01386 0.01365 0.01344 0.01325 0.01307 0.01289

21 0.01438 0.01414 0.01391 0.01369 0.01348 0.01328 0.01309 0.01291 0.01273

22 0.01421 0.01397 0.01374 0.01353 0.01332 0.01312 0.01294 0.01276 0.01258

23 0.01404 0.01381 0.01358 0.01337 0.01317 0.01297 0.01279 0.01261 0.01243

24 0.01388 0.01365 0.01342 0.01321 0.01301 0.01282 0.01264 0.01246 0.01229

25 0.01372 0.01349 0.01327 0.01306 0.01286 0.01267 0.01249 0.01232 0.01215 

26 0.01357 0.01334 0.01312 0.01291 0.01272 0.01253 0.01235 0.01218 0.01201

27 0.01342 0.01319 0.01297 0.01277 0.01258 0.01239 0.01221 0.01204 0.01188

28 0.01327 0.01304 0.01283 0.01264 0.01244 0.01225 0.01208 0.01191 0.01175

29 0.01312 0.01290 0.01269 0.01249 0.01230 0.01212 0.01195 0.01178 0.01162

30 0.01298 0.01276 0.01256 0.01236 0.01217 0.01199 0.01182 0.01165 0.01149

Table 3
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Example Form and Grain Size Accumulation Curve

Temp,
°C

Hydro.
Reading

Hydro.
Correction 

Period of
Sedimentation(m
inutes)

Max. Grain
size (mm)

Actual Grain Size
(mm)

Percent in
suspension

20 38 8 0.0

20  35 8 0.5 0.112

20 34 8 1.0 0.078

20 31 8 2.0 0.055

20 31 8 5.0 0.035

20 29 8 15.0 0.020

20 28 8 30.0 0.014

20 28 8 60.0 0.010

20 22 8 250.0 0.005

20 20 8 1440.0 0.002

Table 4
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Sample Test

True or False

1. The particle size analysis of soils determines particle sizes below the 0.00024 mm diameter

range.

2. The hydrometer reading should be taken at the top of the meniscus formed by the

suspension around its stem.

3. When agitating the slurry by turning the sedimentation cylinder, a turn upside down and

back counts as one turn.

4. Standard test temperature for the hydrometer test is 20°C (68°F).

5. Sodium hexametaphosphate solution should be prepared in concentration of 60 grams of

sodium hex per liter of distilled water.

6. Sample size for the hydrometer portion of the grain size analysis should be minimum of 100

grams for sandy soils and a minimum of 50 grams for silty or clayey soils.

7. Composite corrections for hydrometer readings are a combination of corrections which

correct for temperature, where the scale is read on the hydrometer, and the specific gravity of

the suspension.

8. The settling of spherical particles falling through a fluid is described by Stoke’s Law.

9. Disperse the contents in the dispersion cup mechanically for 60 seconds.

10. Particle sizes determined by this method are measured in inches.



KDOT AASHTO T 87

III - 27

Dry Preparation of Disturbed Soil and Soil Aggregate Samples for Test

AASHTO T 87

1.0  Purpose

This method involves the preparation of soil samples, received from the field, for

mechanical analysis, physical testing, or any other desired test.  The practice is intended to

provide qualitative information.

2.0  Apparatus

Balance:   Must conform to the requirements of AASHTO M 231, general purpose balance.

Drying Apparatus:   Any suitable device capable of drying samples at a temperature not

exceeding 60°C.

Sieves: Series of sieves conforming to the requirements of AASHTO M 92. The following sizes

are normally used: 19.0 mm, 4.75 mm, 2.00 mm, 0.425 mm.  Other sizes may be required

depending on the specific test (see Note 1 in AASHTO T 87).

Pulverizing Apparatus: Either a mortar and rubber-covered muller or a mechanical device

(power-driven rubber-covered muller) suitable for breaking up aggregations of soil particles

without reducing individual grain sizes. 

Sample Splitters: A suitable riffle sampler or sample splitter for proportional splitting of the

sample and capable of obtaining representative portions of the sample without appreciable loss of

fines. 
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3.0  Sample Size

For AASHTO T88:   For particle size analysis, material passing a 2.00 mm sieve is

required in amounts equal to 110 g for sandy soils and 60 g for silty or clayey soils.  A sufficient

amount of material retained on either the 4.75 mm or 2.00 mm sieve is required (See Note 4 in

AASHTO T 88) to obtain a representative gradation, and depending on the maximum particle

size, shall not be less than amounts in the following table.

Diameter of largest 
particle (mm)

Approximate minimum
mass of portion (kg)

9.5 0.5

25 2.0

50 4.0

75 5.0

For AASHTO T100:   For the specific gravity test performed in conjunction with

AASHTO T 88, material passing the 2.00 mm sieve is required in the following oven-dry

amounts: 25 g when the volumetric flask is used and 10 g when the stoppered bottle is used. 

For physical tests:    For the physical tests, at least 300 g of the material passing the 0.425

mm sieve is required, allocated as follows:

Test Approximate
Mass (g)

Liquid limit (T 89) 100

Plastic limit (T 90) 20

Shrinkage factors (T 92) 30

Field moisture equivalent (T 93) 50

Check and referee tests 100
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For other tests:   For quantity of material required for testing, refer to the specific method

of test.

4.0  Initial Preparation of Test Samples

1. Thoroughly dry the field sample in air or using a drying apparatus at a temperature not

exceeding 60°C (140°F).  

2. Obtain a representative test sample, required by the test, using the sampler or by splitting or

quartering.

3. Break up the aggregation of soil particles using the pulverizing apparatus.  

4. Weigh the portion of the dried sample selected for testing.  Record the mass as the mass of

total sample uncorrected for hygroscopic moisture.

5. Separate this portion of the sample into fractions using one of the following methods:

Alternate Method 1:   2.00 mm sieve

1) Separate the dried sample into two fractions using a 2.00 mm sieve.  

2) Ground the fraction retained on the 2.00 mm sieve using the pulverizing apparatus. 

Continue until the aggregations of soil particles are broken into individual grains.

3) Separate the ground soil into two fractions using the 2.00 mm sieve.

Alternate Method 2:   4.75 mm and 2.00 mm sieve

1) Separate the dried sample into two fractions using a 4.75 mm sieve.

2) Ground the fraction retained on the 4.75 mm sieve using the pulverizing apparatus. 

Continue until the aggregations of soil particles are broken into individual grains.

3) Separate the ground soil into two fractions using the 4.75 mm sieve.



KDOT AASHTO T 87

III - 30

4) Thoroughly mix the fraction passing the 4.75 mm sieve by the use of the sampler or by

splitting and quartering.  

5) Obtain a representative sample adequate for the desired tests and weigh it.

6) Separate the split-off portion using the 2.00 mm sieve and process it as in Alternate

Method 1.  

7) Weigh the material from the split-off portion retained on the 2.00 mm sieve.  This will

be used for coarse sieve analysis computations.

5.0  Samples For Particle Size Analysis and Specific Gravity

1. Set aside the fraction retained on the 2.00 mm sieve or 4.75 mm sieve (Alternate Methods 1

or 2), after the second sieving, for use in the sieve analysis of the coarser material.

2. Thoroughly mix the fraction passing the 2.00 mm sieve (from Alternate Methods 1 or 2)

using the sampler or by splitting or quartering.  Obtain representative samples as follows:

** For hydrometer analysis and sieve analysis of the fraction passing the 2.00 mm sieve,

obtain 110 g for sandy soil and 60 g for silty/clayey soil.

** For specific gravity, obtain 25 g when using the volumetric flask and 10 g when using

the stoppered bottle. 

6.0  Samples For Physical Tests

1. Using the 0.425 mm sieve, separate the remaining portion of the material passing the 2.00

mm sieve into two parts.
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2. Using the pulverizing apparatus, ground up the fraction passing the 0.425 mm sieve.  This

should be done in a manner as not to break up the individual grains while breaking up the

aggregations.

3. Separate the ground soil into two fractions using the 0.425 mm sieve.  Then reground the

material as before

**  If the grinding process produces little material passing the 0.425 mm sieve, discard the

material retained on the sieve.

4. Retain, for testing purposes, the several fractions passing the 0.425 mm sieve obtained from

the grinding and sieving operations described previously. 

7.0  Samples For Moisture Density Relations

1. Separate the portion of dried soil, selected for the moisture density relations test, using the

sieve required by Section 3.0.

2. Break up the aggregations of soil particles retained on the specified sieve, if necessary.

3. Separate the ground soil into two fractions using the required sieve

4. The fractions passing the required sieve in both sieve operations should then be thoroughly

mixed and used for the moisture density test.
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Unified Classification System of Soils

ASTM D 2487

1.0  Purpose

This standard describes the arrangement of different soils with similar properties into groups

and subgroups based on applications.  The method is based on the following factors: liquid limit,

plastic limit, and grain size distribution curve.  It is to be used when precision classification is

required.  The standard is a useful first step in any field or lab investigation of soil.  

The use of this method will almost always yield a single classification group symbol and

group name.  Exceptions to this include: when a soil contains 5 to 12% fines or when the plot of

liquid limit and plasticity index values fall into the area of cross-hatched area on the plasticity

chart.  In these cases, dual symbols are used.  For borderline cases, where results indicate that a

soil is close to another soil classification group, two symbols separated by a slash should be used. 

The borderline cases are particularly important when trying to establish expansive potential.  

2.0  Terminology

Cobbles: particles of rock that will pass a 300 mm sieve and be retained on 75 mm sieve.

Boulders: particles of rock that will not pass a 300 mm sieve.

Gravel: particles of rock that will pass a 75 mm sieve and be retained on 4.75 mm sieve.

Types of gravels:

1) Coarse: passes a 75 mm sieve and retained on 4.75 mm sieve.

2) Fine: passes a 19 mm sieve and retained on 4.75 mm sieve.
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Sand: particles of rock that will pass 4.75 mm sieve and be retained on a 0.075 mm sieve.

Types of sand:

1) Coarse: passes 4.75 mm sieve, retained on 2.00 mm sieve.

2) Medium: passes 2.00 mm sieve, retained on 0.425 mm sieve.

3) Fine: passes 0.425 mm sieve, retained on 0.075 mm sieve.

Clay: soil passing a 0.075 mm sieve that can be made to exhibit plasticity or putty-like properties. 

Clay exhibits a high degree of strength when air-dry.

Silt: soil passing the 0.075 mm sieve that is nonplastic or only slightly plastic.  Silt exhibits little

or no strength when air dry  

Organic Clay: clay with sufficient organic content to influence the soil’s properties.  

Organic Silt: silt with sufficient organic content to influence the soil’s properties

3.0  Preparation for Classification

Prior to classification by this standard, other tests must be run on the soil.  The following

information must be determined before the figures and tables in this standard can be used: (1)

particle size distribution, (2) liquid limit (AASHTO T 89),  (3) Plastic limit and plasticity index

(AASHTO T 90). 

 

4.0  Procedure

With the information obtained in section 3.0, classification is a simple matter of entering

the figures and tables on the following pages.
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1. Go to Figure 1 or 2.  This will depend on how much material passes the 0.075 mm sieve.

  For soils with 50% or more passing 0.075 mm sieve:

2. Determine whether or not the liquid limit falls above or below 50.

3. Identify whether or not the soil is organic or inorganic.

4. The PI will determine the group symbol.

5. Follow the remaining of diagram or go to Figure 3 (Classifying Organic Soil) to

determine a group name.

For soils with 50% or more retained on 0.075 mm sieve:

2. Determine whether the material is gravel (%gravel > %sand) or sand (%sand >

%gravel).

3. Use %fines, cu and cc values to determine a group symbol.

4. Follow remainder of diagram to group name.
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Figure 1:  Flow Chart for Classifying Fine-Grained Soil (Reproduced from ASTM D 2487)
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Figure 2:  Flow Chart for Classifying Coarse Grained Soil (Reproduced from ASTM D
2487)
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Figure 3:  Flow Chart for Classifying Organic Fine-Grained Soil (Reproduced from ASTM
D 2487)

Figure 4: Plasticity Chart (Reproduced from ASTM D 2487)
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Sample Test

True or False

1. The Unified classification system is based on the following factors: liquid limit, plastic limit
and particle size distribution.

2. This method will always yield a single classification group symbol and group name.

3. The Unified system classifies soils into two broad categories, fine-grained and coarse-grained
soils.

Given the following values, classify the soil by the ASTM D 2487 method giving the group
symbol and group name:

q Gravel fraction (retained on No. 4 sieve) = 10%
q Sand fraction (passing No. 4 sieve, but retained on No.  sieve) = 82%
q Silt and Clay (passing No. 200 sieve) = 8%
q Liquid limit = 39
q Plasticity Index = 8
q Cu = 3.9
q Cc = 2.1
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5.16.51 FIELD DENSITY AND MOISTURE TESTS OF SOILS BY NUCLEAR
 GAUGE - TROXLER 3411-B (Kansas Test Method KT-51)

a. SCOPE

This method of test covers the procedure for measuring the "in-place" density and moisture of
soils by the attenuation of gamma and neutron radiation.  The intensity of the radiation detected is
dependent in part on the density of the material being tested.  It should be recognized that the
density and moisture determined by this method is not necessarily the average value within the
measured volume  at any one location.  KT-51 reflects testing procedures found in AASHTO
T-238 and T-239.  The equipment utilizes radioactive materials which may be hazardous to
the health of users unless proper precautions are taken (SOM 1.13.2).

b. APPARATUS

b.1. General.

b.1.a. Probe. Either the  gamma source or the gamma detector shall be housed in a probe for
insertion into a preformed hole of the material to be tested.  The probe shall be marked in
increments of 50 mm (2 in) for tests with probe depths from 50 mm (2 in) to a maximum of 300
mm (12 in).  The probe shall be mechanically held in place when it is manually moved to the
desired depth.

b.1.b. Housing. The  source,  detector,  readout device, probe, and power supply shall be in
housings of rugged construction that are moisture and dust proof.

b.1.c. Guide. A  guide used for  the hole forming device to make a hole normal to the prepared
surface.

b.1.d. Hole-forming Device. An auger,  pin,  or similar device for forming a hole in the soil to
accommodate the probe.  The hole-forming device shall have a nominal diameter equal to or up to
3 mm (1/8 in) greater than the probe diameter.

b.2. Standardization.

b.2.a. Standardization of the nuclear gauge on a reference standard block is required at the start
of each day's use and when test measurements are suspect.

b.2.b. Warm up the nuclear gauge in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations.
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c. GAUGE PREPARATIONS

c.1. Taking Reference Standard Count.

Put the time switch in the  SLOW (4 minute) position and take a reading on the reference
standard block.  This reading should be within 1standard count.  The two numbers should be
within 1and within 2machine for malfunction.

c.2. Checking Density Calibration Curves.

The calibration curves for newly acquired gauges should be checked. All 3411-B gauges shall be
subjected to a "factory" calibration at least once each year.  KDOT gauges shall be calibrated
at the Materials and Research Center.

NOTE a:  If KT-11  is used for  moisture determination  instead of the nuclear gauge, then skip
c.3.  Determining Moisture Correction Factor Using the Nuclear Gauge.

c.3. Determining Moisture Correction Factor Using the Nuclear Gauge.

c.3.a. Determinations*  by the  nuclear method  are to  be compared with moisture quantities
described under KT-11 b. CONSTANT WEIGHT METHOD.  Moisture samples shall be
extracted from the same location the nuclear gauge readings are taken. At least 6 separate
locations are required.  Discard the location(s) with the greatest deviation to leave 5 pair of
samples for analysis. Prepare the test site and proceed as stated in d. TEST PROCEDURE of
this test method.

   *  A determination represents  3 one-minute or 1 four-minute wet density (WD) count readings
from the gauge at one location.

c.3.b. Compare the six or more sample pairs of oven dry and nuclear gauge results from the
locations listed above in c.3.a.  Discard the sample pair(s) that deviates the greatest from the
remaining five.  Oven dry samples are to be at least 1 000 g and are to be taken under the center
of the gauge to a depth of 150 to 200 mm (6 to 8 in).  Nuclear tests are to be taken with the
Moisture Correct set at 00 on the 3411-B scaler.
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c.3.c. Prepare a chart of sample pairs as shown below:

Sample No. %M Oven Dry 
(%M OD)

%M Gauge 
(% G)

Moisture Diff.
(%M OD - %M G)

1   
2   
3   
4   
5 *
6   

Average

 4.5
 4.0
 7.2
 6.7

    3.9 *
  4.7  

5.4

 8.6
 5.9
 9.7
 8.6

    9.5 *
  8.6  

8.3

-4.1 
-1.9 
-2.5 
-1.9 

  -5.6 *
  -3.9   
  -2.9 #

NOTE:  “*” represents the discarded sample pair.
# NOTE:  If the Average Moisture Diff. exceeds +/- one percent, a Moisture Correction
Factor will be required for that soil type.

c.3.d. The difference between  the expected to vary from sample to sample due to normal
variation. To determine the correction factor, calculate the average difference value and proceed
as follows:

  Calculate the Moisture Correction Factor using the average difference values, as follows:

Moisture Corr. Factor  = 
1,000 (Avg. %M Oven dry -  Avg. %M Gauge

100 +  Avg. %M Gauge

In the example above, the moisture correction would be as follows:

Moisture Corr. Factor  = 
( )1,000 5.4 -  8.3

100 +  8.3
= −27

The correction is independent of dry density and adjusts the apparent moisture to a true
moisture regardless of dry density. Dial this value into the Moisture Correction
switches on the 3411-B scaler, paying particular attention to the algebraic sign. This
value can be used for all future tests on the same soil type.

NOTE b: Each soil type will have a moisture correction factor.
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d. TEST PROCEDURE
 
d.1. Determine the number of soil types to be encountered on the project.  If the number is
substantial, then use KT-11 MOISTURE TESTS to determine the correct moisture content of the
soil instead of calibrating the nuclear density gauge to moisture. KT-11 c. GAS PRESSURE
"SPEEDY" METHOD can be used if the Speedy was calibrated within the last year.

d.2. Randomly select a test site  where the gauge will be at least 300 mm (12 in) away from any
slight vertical projection.  If the vertical projection is significant, then maintain a distance of 3 m
(10 ft) including all stationary vehicles and construction equipment.  Vehicles and construction
equipment in motion should maintain a minimum distance of 1 to 1.5 m (3 to 4 ft) from the
gauge.

d.3. Prepare the test site in the following manner:

d.3.a. Remove all loose and disturbed material, and remove additional material as necessary to
expose the top of the material to be tested.

d.3.b. Prepare a horizontal area, sufficient in size to accommodate the gauge by planing a level
area to a smooth condition.  This will create a maximum contact surface between the nuclear
gauge and material being tested.

d.3.c. The  maximum  void  beneath   the  gauge  shall  not exceed approximately 3 mm (1/8 in). 
Use native soil or fine sand to fill the voids and smooth the surface with a rigid plate or other
suitable tool.  The depth of the filler should not exceed approximately 3 mm (1/8 in).

d.3.d. Make a hole perpendicular to the prepared  surface using the guide and the hole-forming
device.  The hole shall be of such depth and alignment that insertion of the probe will not cause
the gauge to tilt from the plane of the prepared area.

d.4. Proceed with testing in the following manner:

d.4.a. Tilt the gauge and extend the probe to the position required for the desired depth of test.

d.4.b. Insert the probe in the hole.

d.4.c. Seat  the gauge firmly  by moving it about  the probe with a back and forth motion.

d.4.d. Pull gently on  the gauge in  the direction that  will bring the side of the probe which faces
the center of the gauge into intimate contact with the side of the hole.

d.4.e. Set  the  Power/Time  switch  to the  "Normal" position (one minute position).

d.4.f. Turn  the moisture  correction  switches to  "00"  or to the previously determined correction
factor setting.
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d.4.g. Press  "Measure"  key.   After  one   minute  the   counting procedure will stop.

d.4.h. Press WD and record the Wet Density in kg/m3 (PCF)
Press M and record the Moisture in kg/m3 (PCF)
Press DD and record the Dry Density = (WD - M)

Press %M and record Percent Moisture = 
( )100 M

DD

d.5. Take Gauge Reading

Secure  and  record 3 one-minute  readings:  Record  the kg/m3 (PCF) on Wet density (WD) and
Moisture (M) for each reading.  If any individual WD is not within + 16 kg/m3 (+ 1.0 PCF) of the
average, eliminate it along with its M reading from the average. Take another one-minute reading
(to replace the values eliminated) and average these values with the non-deviant values. Test this
new set of values by the above criteria.  If two dry densities are not within + 16 kg/m3 (+ 1.0
PCF) of the average, discard all three readings and start over again.  When three readings meet
the above criteria, record the average WD and the average M of the soil.

NOTE c: With the Troxler 3411-B series gauge,  1 four-minute count 
(slow position) can be used instead of 3 one-minute counts (normal position).  No averaging is
then needed.

d.6. Determining Moisture Readings Using KT-11

Determine  the  moisture content  of  soil directly under  the gauge according to KT-11.

If the soil fails to meet the designated compaction at a single location, rotate the gauge 180
degrees and take new readings.  If the soil compaction still fails, then the compaction is
inadequate. 

e. CALCULATIONS WHEN USING KT-11

Calculate the Moisture in kg/m3 (PCF) and subtract that quantity from the Wet Density (WD)
determined by the gauge.  This will yield the Dry Density (DD):

             M = 
( )

( )
WD %M

100 +  %M

            DD = WD - M

           %PR = 
( )100 DD

SD
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where:  M = Moisture content in kg/m3 (PCF)
       DD = Dry Density in kg/m3 (PCF)
       WD = Wet Density in kg/m3 (PCF)
      %PR = Percent of  Proctor Density (also referred to as the Percent of Standard Density)
       SD = Standard Density kg/m3 (PCF)

f. SOIL IDENTIFICATION

f.1. Identification of the soil is required for several reasons. These include the comparison to the
standards for optimum moisture content and target density which are required in order to
determine compliance with the specifications; determining the proper moisture correction factors
to be applied for the soil under test; and the reporting of the moisture and density tests results.

f.2. A selection  of soil type  is necessary  in order to set the moisture correction factor for the
3411-B.

f.3. Nonhomogeneous soils may be encountered in  which differences between gauges and oven
are not consistent between samples.  In this case, the use of KT-11 MOISTURE TESTS is the
proper method for analyzing the moisture content of the soil.

TESTING:

Wet density  and moisture  are the only items  the density gauge is capable of reading.  All other
values are calculated from wet density, moisture, and initialized information in the gauge.
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5.16.52  FIELD DENSITY AND MOISTURE TESTS OF SOILS BY NUCLEAR GAUGE
TROXLER 3440 (Kansas Test Method KT-52)

a. SCOPE

This method of test covers the procedure for measuring the "in-place" density and moisture of
soils by the attenuation of gamma and neutron radiation.  The intensity of the radiation detected is
dependent in part on the density of the material being tested.  It should be recognized that the
density and moisture determined by this method is not necessarily the average value within the
measured volume  at any one location.  KT-52 reflects testing procedures found in AASHTO
T-238 and T-239.  The equipment utilizes radioactive materials which may be hazardous to
the health of users unless proper precautions are taken (SOM 1.13.2).

b. APPARATUS

b.1. General.

b.1.a. Probe. Either the gamma source or the gamma detector shall be housed in a probe for
insertion into a preformed hole of the material to be tested.  The probe shall be marked in
increments of 50 mm (2 in) for tests with probe depths from 50 mm (2 in) to a maximum of 300
mm (12 in).  The probe shall be mechanically held in place when it is manually moved to the
desired depth.

b.1.b. Housing. The source, detector, readout device, probe, and power supply shall be in
housings of rugged construction that are moisture and dust proof.

b.1.c. Guide. A guide used for the  hole forming device  to make a hole normal to the prepared
surface.

b.1.d. Hole-forming Device. An auger, pin, or similar device for forming a hole in the soil to
accommodate the probe. The hole-forming device shall have a nominal diameter equal to or up to
3 mm (1/8 in) greater than the probe diameter.

b.2. Standardization.

b.2.a. Standardization of the nuclear gauge on a reference standard is required at the start of each
day's use and when test measurements are suspect.

b.2.b. Warm up the nuclear gauge in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations.
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c. GAUGE PREPARATIONS

c.1. Taking Reference Standard Count.

c.1.a. Place the Reference Block on a flat surface at least 2 m (6 ft) from any building or structure
and a minimum of 10 m (33 ft) from any other radioactive source.  The surface can be asphalt or
concrete pavement, compacted aggregate or a similar surface with density not less than 1,600
kg/m3 (100 PCF).  Do not use truck beds, tailgates, table tops, etc.  The gauge automatically
compares the new standard count to the average of the last four (4) STD Counts.  The new
standard will "pass" if it is not more (or less) than 1the moisture average of the last four counts.
After taking the count, be sure to enter it in the log.

The "P" indicated to the right of the percentage figures indicates that the new counts are within
the 1% percent density and the 2% moisture limits. If the percentages are not within these limits,
an "F" will be displayed.  If you do get an "F", or fail display, take a look around.  Are any other
gauges close by?  Is the gauge seated correctly on the reference block?  Are the gauge base and
reference block top both clean?  Is the reference block on a recommended surface? If all other
conditions are normal, do not accept the standard count just taken.  Press NO and take another
standard count.

NOTE a: If the second count  also fails, the old Standard Count sets should be replaced.  This is
accomplished by continuing to run and accept new Standard Counts until a PASS condition exist
for both Density and Moisture.

Press YES to accept the new standard and enter it into memory. If "NO" is pressed, the new
count is not accepted and the display returns to show the old values.

c.2. Checking Density Calibration Curves.

c.2.a. The calibration curves for newly acquired gauges should be checked.  All 3440 gauges
shall be subjected to a "factory" calibration at least once each year.  KDOT gauges shall be
calibrated at the Materials and Research Center.

NOTE b:  If KT-11 is used for moisture determination instead of the nuclear gauge, then skip
c.3. Determining Moisture Correction Factor Using the Nuclear Gauge and c.4.  Enabling the
Correction Factor.  Go to c.5. Enabling Proctor Densities.

c.3. Determining Moisture Correction Factor Using the Nuclear Gauge.

c.3.a. Determinations* by the nuclear method are to be compared with moisture quantities
described under KT-11 b. CONSTANT WEIGHT METHOD.  Moisture samples shall be
extracted from the same location the nuclear gauge readings are taken.  At least 6 separate
locations are required.  Discard the location(s) with the greatest deviation to leave five pair of
samples for analysis. Prepare the test site and proceed as stated in d. TEST PROCEDURE of
this test method.
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*  A determination represents a four-minute count reading from the gauge at one location.

c.3.b. Compare the six or more sample pairs of oven dry and nuclear gauge results from the
locations listed above in c.3.a. Discard the sample pair(s) that deviates the greatest from the
remaining five.  Oven dry samples are to be at least 1000 g and are to be taken under the center of
the gauge to a depth of 150 to 200 mm (6 to 8 in).  Nuclear tests are to be taken without
ENABLING the Moisture Correction on the 3440 scaler.

c.3.c. Prepare a chart of sample pairs as shown below:

Sample No. %M Oven Dry
(%M OD)

%M Gauge
(%M G)

Moisture Diff.
(%M OD - %M G)

1
2
3
4

  5 *
6

Average

4.5
4.0
7.2
6.7

   4.2 *
  4.7  

5.4

8.6
5.9
9.7
8.6

   5.5 *
  8.6  

8.3

-4.1
-1.9
-2.5
-1.9

   -1.3 *
  -3.9  
   -2.9 #

NOTE c:  "*" represents the discarded sample pair.

# NOTE:  If the Average Moisture Diff. exceeds +/- one percent, a Moisture Correction
Factor will be required for that soil type.

c.4. Enabling the Correction Factor

The difference between the %M Oven Dry and the %M Gauge is expected to vary in each soil
type due to normal variation.  To enable the correction factor, calculate the average moisture
values for the Oven Dry and Gauge, and proceed as follows:

The Troxler 3440 Gauge is factory calibrated for soils, asphalts and concretes. On occasions when
the gauge is to be used on materials that are not covered by the original calibration, the gauge
may be adjusted to read these materials. This adjustment, or shift, is known as an OFFSET.

NOTE: When an Offset has been enabled, all future readings will automatically be adjusted with
the offset regardless of the test site. It is very important that the operator DISABLE the offset
function prior to taking readings on materials that do not require an offset.

Offset functions will be disabled if the gauge is turned off for more than 10 seconds.
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Offsets will be required for an accurate measurement if the material to be measured has a density
outside the range of 1100 to 2700 kg/m3 (70 to 170 PCF) or if the material is high in a
hydrogen-rich material such as cement, gypsum, coal or lime.

To Enable a "Moisture OFFSET" press number 2 on the original offset display.

- OFFSET - Select:
1 - Dens.  - OFF -
2 - Moist. - OFF -
3 - Trench - OFF -

After pressing number 2 the display will be:

Moisture Offset
   DISABLED
Do you want to
   ENABLE?

Press YES for the display:

Moisture Offset-
K =   .  
Do you want a
new M - Offset?

To change press YES.  (Pressing NO leaves the factors unchanged)

   The display is: Select source    
of Offset

1 - gauge derived
2 - stored value

At this time, the user may select a previously stored offset or a gauge-derived value.  The
gauge-derived value may be a new value input via the keypad or an actual value recorded from a
measurement.

From the last display, select 1 for the display:

SELECT:       
1 - True M      %
2 - Gauge M      %
ENTER to enable
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For a true gauge-derived offset two (2) values must be input.  The True Moisture value which is the
Average %M Oven Dry must be input. The Gauge Moisture which is the Average %M Gauge must
also be input.

If the above values are correct, press ENTER.

To input a new True Moisture value, press 1 for the display:

True Moisture -
               %
Press ENTER
when completed

 

Input the Average %M Oven Dry value and press ENTER. To input a new Gauge Moisture value,
press 2 for the display:

Gauge Moisture -
Select

1 - Keypad entry
2 - Measurement

 

To input the Average press %M Gauge from the table above via the keypad, press 1.                    

The display is: Gauge Moisture -
                 %
   Press Enter
when completed

Input the Average %M Gauge from the table above via the keypad, and press ENTER.  The offset
will be enabled and the display will return to <READY>.

Moisture Offset - Stored Value

To recall a previously stored moisture offset, press 2 from the last display.

The display will be: Enter desired
  memory location

of M - offset:
       (1-4)
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Input any number from 1 to 4 and press ENTER for the display:
                       

Moisture Offset
   ENABLED
 K =                 

The offset will be enabled and the display will return to <READY>.

NOTE d: Each soil type will have a unique moisture correction factor.

c.5. Enabling Proctor Densities.

The 3440 gauge will calculate the Proctor percent (%PR) automatically once Enabled.  Up to 4
different Proctor values can be stored for later use.

To select or change a Proctor value press the PROCTOR/MARSHALL key for the display:

MA=
PR=
VD=

Want to change?
                 

If a value is to be enabled or a new value added or changed, press YES.                   

The display is: Select:
1 - MA
2 - PR
3 - Voidless

Marshall and Proctor functions are identical as far as operations are concerned.  For this test
procedure, only Proctor is of interest.  To change a Proctor value, press 2 for:
                       

Select source of
Proctor value:
1 - Stored value
2 - New Value
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At this time, the user may select a previously stored Proctor or a new value.  If no previously stored
values exist then select 2 for the display:           

Proctor:
0.0  PCF
Press ENTER
when completed

Input the Proctor value and press ENTER.  The following display will be:               

PR= 0.0   PCF
Do you want to
save this value
for later use?

Press YES for the following display:
                       

Select Proctor
Memory Cell:
1= 0.0   2= 0.0
3= 0.0   4= 0.0

Select a memory cell location, enter the Proctor density, and press ENTER.  The display will return to
<READY>.

d. TEST PROCEDURE

d.1. Determine the number of soil types to be encountered on the project.  If the number is substantial,
then use KT-11 MOISTURE TESTS to determine the correct moisture content of the soil instead of
calibrating the nuclear density gauge to moisture.  KT-11 c. GAS PRESSURE "SPEEDY"
METHOD can be used if the Speedy was calibrated within the last year.

d.2. Randomly select a test site where the gauge  will be at least 300 mm (12 in) away from any slight
vertical projection.  If the vertical projection is significant, then maintain a distance of 3 m (10 ft)
including all stationary vehicles and construction equipment.  Vehicles and construction equipment in
motion should maintain a minimum distance of 1 to 1.5 m (3 to 4 ft) from the gauge.

d.3. Prepare the test site in the following manner:
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d.3.a. Remove all loose and disturbed  material, and remove additional material as necessary to expose
the top of the material to be tested.

d.3.b. Prepare a horizontal area, sufficient in size to accommodate the gauge by planing a level area to
a smooth condition.  This will create a maximum contact surface between the nuclear gauge and
material being tested.

d.3.c. The  maximum  void  beneath  the  gauge  shall  not  exceed approximately 3 mm (1/8 in).  Use
native soil or fine sand to fill these voids and smooth the surface with a rigid plate or other suitable
tool.  The depth of the filler should not exceed approximately 3 mm (1/8 in).

d.3.d. Make a hole perpendicular to the prepared surface using the guide and the hole-forming device. 
The hole shall be of such depth and alignment that insertion of the probe will not cause the gauge to tilt
from the plane of the prepared area.

d.4. Proceed with testing in the following manner:

d.4.a. Tilt the gauge and extend the probe to the position required for the desired depth of test.

d.4.b. Insert the probe in the hole.

d.4.c. Seat the gauge firmly by moving it about the probe with a back and forth motion.

d.4.d. Pull gently on the gauge in the direction that will bring the side of the probe which faces the
center of the gauge into intimate contact with the side of the hole.

d.4.e. Make sure the gauge is in the soils mode.  To check this function, press shift and mode.  Press 1
for SOILS.  After a short delay, the display will return to <READY>.

d.5. Take Gauge Reading

Secure and record 1 four-minute reading: Record  the kg/m3 (PCF) on Wet Density (WD), Moisture
(M), and percent of Proctor (%PR) of the soil.  By entering the Standard Density of the soil into the
gauge, c.5. Enabling Proctor Densities, the %PR will be calculated by the gauge.

d.6. Determining Moisture Readings Using KT-11

Determine the moisture content of soil directly under the gauge according to KT-11.

d.7. If the soil fails to meet the designated compaction at a single location, rotate the gauge 180
degrees and take new readings.  If soil compaction still fails, then compaction is inadequate.
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e. CALCULATIONS WHEN USING KT-11

Calculate the Moisture in kg/m3 (PCF) and subtract that quantity from the Wet Density (WD)
determined by the gauge.  This will yield the Dry Density (DD):

              M  =   WD(%M)  
                      (100 + %M)

             DD  = WD - M

            %PR  =  100(DD)
                             SD

        where:  M = Moisture content in kg/m3 (PCF)
               %M = Percent of Moisture
               DD = Dry Density in kg/m3 (PCF)
               WD = Wet Density in kg/m3 (PCF)
              %PR = Percent of Proctor Density (also referred to as the Percent of Standard Density)
               SD = Standard Density (PCF)

f. SOIL IDENTIFICATION

f.1. Identification of the soil is required for several reasons. These include the comparison to the
standards for optimum moisture content and target density which are required in order to determine
compliance with the specifications; determining the proper moisture correction factors to be applied for
the soil under test; and the reporting of the moisture and density tests results.

f.2. A selection of soil type is necessary in order to set the moisture correction factor for the 3440.

f.3. Nonhomogeneous soils may be encountered in which differences between gauges and oven are not
consistent between samples.  In this case, the use of KT-11 MOISTURE TESTS is the proper
method for analyzing the moisture content of the soil.

TESTING:

Wet density and moisture are the only items the density gauge is capable of reading.  All other values
are calculated from wet density, moisture, and initialized information in the gauge.



APPENDIX II

Acronyms Used in the Soils Industry



Commonly Used Acronyms In The Soils Industry

AASHTO: American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials

ASTM: American Society for Testing and Materials

LL: Liquid Limit

PI: Plasticity Index

PL: Plastic Limit

QA: Quality Assurance

QC: Quality Control

SSD: Saturated Surface Dry



APPENDIX III

Conversions from Metric to English Units



Conversions From Metric To English Units

Length:

1 m = 3.281 ft

1 cm = 3.281 x 10-2 ft

1 mm = 3.281 x 10-3 ft

1 m = 39.37 in

1 cm = 0.3937 in

1 mm = 0.03937 in

Area:

1 m2 = 1550 in2

1 cm2 = 10.764 x 10-4 ft2

1 mm2 = 10.764 x 10-6 ft2

1 m2 = 10.764 ft2

1 cm2 = 0.155 in2

1 mm2 = 0.155 x 10-2 in2



Force:

1 N = 0.2248 lb

1 kN = 224.8 lb

1 kgf = 2.2046 lb

1 kN = 0.2248 kip

1 N/m = 2204.6 lb

Volume:

1 m3 = 35.32 ft3

1 cm3 = 35.32 x 10-4 ft3

1 m3 = 61023.4 in3

1 cm3 = 0.061023 in3

Temperature:

Convert From To Equation

deg Fahrenheit (F) deg Celsius (C) (C) = [(F) - 32] + 1.8

Deg Celsius (C) deg Fahrenheit (F) (F) = [1.8 (C)] + 32



Sieves (Metric to English):

0.075 mm   No. 200

0.180 mm   No. 80

0.425 mm   No. 40

0.60 mm   No. 30

1.18 mm   No. 16

2.36 mm   No. 8

2.00 mm   No. 10

4.75 mm   No. 4

9.5 mm   3/8 in

12.5 mm   ½ in

19.0 mm   3.4 in

25.0 mm   1.0 in

37.5 mm   1 ½ in


