NAVIGATION AND VESSEL INSPECTION CIRCULAR NO. 2-82
Electronic Version For Distribution Via the World Wide Web

Subj:

1.

4.

Letter Form Temporary Certificate of |dentification/Service

PURPOSE. This Circular establishes procedures for the issuance of aletter form Temporary
Certificate of Identification/Service at the time of application for original entry rating seaman

papers.

BACKGROUND. 46 U.S.C. 643/672 direct the issuance of Certificates of |dentification/Service
to seamen manning certain United States flag merchant vessels. The former statute prescribes
certain entries to be made upon the certificates, but dictates no other particulars. Over the years,
the form of the documents has varied. For a period, two documents were issued - the “Z”
Certificate of Identification (including a Temporary Certificate), and an .'A," "C,. or "E"
Certificate to establish particular rating speciaties. Ultimately, the currently used Merchant
Mariner's Document (MMD) (Form CG-2832) evolved as a combination of all forms. Based on the
historic precedents the particular form of the certificates can be varied, yet retain their legal status.

DISCUSSION.

a Recent and perceived future budgetary constraints make it incumbent upon the Coast
Guard to critically review al of its programs. Some economies may be realized by dightly
altering the seaman's documentation/recordkeeping program. It is believed that an
appreciable number of applicants for aMMD desire it more for general identification
purposes than serioudly intend to use it in pursuit of a seagoing occupation. During the
base period of 1976 to 1979 (inclusive), an average of 17,000 origina entry rating and
6,000 "advanced rating" (Able Seaman, Qualified Member of the Engine Department)
MM Ds were issued annually. Based on figures supplied by the Maritime Administration -
Office of Maritime Labor and Training, there are approximately 13,000 entry rating
positions in the U.S. merchant marine. Using a factor of two(2) persons to fill each
position in the course of a year, 26,000 individuas are involved. The advanced MMD
rating issuing figures indicate a known retention rate of 35%. In redlity thisfigureis higher
in that steward's department personnel are not "advanced" per Se, and other individuals
simply do not care to proceed beyond the entry level ratings. Even though seafaring is an
acknowledged high turn-over occupation, al entry rating positions are not filled by "new
seamen” each year. Some amount of abuse of the MMD issuing system is expected, but
every effort should be exerted to reduce such instances to a minimum.

b. For each MKD utilized for general identification purposes only, an expense is absorbed by
the Coast Guard (and ultimately, the public) in the areas of processing the application and
the creation and maintenance of a service record. In an effort to reduce this expense, a
letter form temporary MMD has been prepared for issuanceto all original entry rating
applicants. This letter should reduce the attractive identification qualities of the
conventional MMD and prove beneficia to the professional seaman through more rapid
response to record information requests once the system has been purged of unnecessary
entries.

ACTION.



Effective immediately, applicants for an entry rating MMD shall be issued a letter (CG-
2838T) in lieu of a CG-2938.

The following procedure shall be followed:

(D) Applicants for entry rating endorsements shall complete forms CG-7193(T) and
CG-2938(T) - enclosures (1) and (2).

(@

(b)

(©

(d)

C)

Entries on CG-2S38(T) shall be in accordance with Part 51-3 Marine
Safety Manual (MSM) with the following exceptions:

(@D} The prefix "T" precedes the applicant's Social Security Number in
block for "USMMD No."

2 The Certificate is valid for a period of one year from date of
issuance.

3 The impression seal shall be used, and positioned to emboss
portions of the seaman' 5 signature and photograph.

(4) The letter shall not be laminated.

Form CC-719B(T) shall be utilized in lieu of the conventional CG-719B.
Instructions contained in part 51-2-20 MSM apply, except that only one
form shall be used. It shall be retained by the local office pending issuance
of a conventional MMD (as per subparagraph (4) below).

To reduce clerical effort, the CG-2836(T) may be placed over the CG-
719B(T). When typed, the upper portion of the CG-719B(T) will be a
"carbon", and the lower portion an "original." The lower portion of the
form may be handwritten. Oath/Affirmation and warning statements are
on the reverse side of this form.

Fingerprint records shall not normally be completed unless subparagraph
3 applies.

Two photographs shall remain in the custody of the seaman for use when
converting the letter to a conventional MMD.

2 provided no derogatory information is discovered, the applicant shall be issued a
letter (CG-2638(T)) in lieu of a conventional MMD (CG-2838).

(3) Should derogatory information be discovered, the Fingerprint Record shall be
completed, and the applicant' s complete record forwarded to Commandant (G-
MMI-2) for evaluation. A letter shall not be issued until directed by the
Commandant.

4) Upon completion of a period of sea-service, verified by a Certificate of Discharge
(CG-718A) or acompany letter of service acceptable to the OCMI, a conventional
MMD shall be issued. At this time the conventional application form (CG-719B)

2



End:

()

(6)

(7)

and Fingerprint Record, (if not previously executed) shall be completed. The
applicant's complete record shall be forwarded to Commandant (G-MVP-I). The
evidence of sea service shall be cited on the application, and returned to the

applicant.

The conversion transaction may be most expeditioudy completed at the office
where the letter (CG-283ST) was issues, however, it may be carried out at any
Marine Safety or Marine Inspection Office.

If the letter has not been converted to a conventional MMD within 18 months of
itsissue date, the applicant's complete file (including photographs) shall be
forwarded to Commandant (G-MVP-I). This additional time period of six months
(after expiration of the letter) is alowed to avoid unnecessary inconvenience to an
individual who obtained long term employment just prior to the expiration of the
letter.

The number of temporary letters issued shall be reported annually on form CG-
4777 (Reports Control Symbol MV P-4044). Until thisform is revised to
accommodate this procedure, an addendum reflecting this activity shall be
attached to the report. Entries on the printed form (in the appropriate locations)
shall continue to reflect only the number(s) of conventional MMDs issued.

Chiar, Gifice of Marecan " arine Jalily

CG-719BT
CG-2838T

Non-Standard Distribution:

Ce

Cm:

Em:

En:

Baltimore (75); San Francisco, Mobile, Pittsburgh, Providence, Boston Norfolk (50); Galveston
(30); Cleveland, Portland OR, Sturgeon Bay (25); San Diego, Savannah, Buffalo, Corpus Christi
(20); Tampa, Valdez, Milwaukee, Louisville, Detroit, Toledo, Nashville, Anchorage (15); Portland
ME, Duluth, Charleston, Runtingon, Minneapolis-St Paul (Dubuque), San Juan, Guam, Miami
(20); Juneau, Cincinnati, Memphis, Wilmington, Paducah, Albany (5) extra

New Orleans (250); New Y ork (200); Seettle (100); Houston (50); Terminal Is (LA-LB),
Philadel phia (40) extra

New London, Houma (30); Ludington (8); extra

Ketchikan, Kenai, Kodiak, Lake Charles (5) extra



Enclosure (1) to NVIC 2-82

MEEARTHENT OF TRAMSFORTATIDH CL=T19B0T Y R
V.5, Coap: Guetd L S i
EFAMAR"S TEMFORARY CRRTIFICATION APPLICATION
AT PATYAST AT TRSET N = W T
¥ore: WMo Merchan: Maringr'a Temparary docyment say be isggued ypnlesas o completed
app-.catcian hag “esr rgcefvwed (45 TFR LZS.32=-97

- Foate:
Nate:
- Hame: fitizenship TEHMD N +T=
[wzer of Birth RBooe Addresn:
Palgne: : Foaplaxien: Cozor Falrry
Welght: folar Even:

Batings: Ordinety Seasan, Wiper, Stewardl Departmenc [FH)

S{gnerure of Hatiner Signatuls of Issuing Officer Tizla

TRIS CERTTPICATE FEPIRES AN

Kaze of naxt of Kin ReTationahip

hidress of naxt of kin

LETTEE OF oO@MITHTR. from Tetw
CITIZENSHIP OF MATIONALITY TECOED
Dare ~xturaiized coure of naturslizatlon  Clrey Spare
Tf naruralized through Father, state his naca Proef of 0.5. citizenahip (describe)

¢ a'fen, descrite proof of narionalicy

! rexident wllun, ptate proof presenced and reglstratian Fa.

NARCCIIC MFCORD {Lif any)
Fave Fou a2ver baen coovicted of vielation of the narcocde drug laws of che nited
Scaces, tha Districr of Columbia, of 0¥ State or territary of tha Uniced
Sraten’ e Yew. If “Yes~, stats place, snd dace, sod particelars of
auch conviction.

Tave you ewver usad or been addicted to tha use of narcokicm? Ro Ten,
IFf "TFS.™ simcd place, dats, and particulars of use of additlon.




Enclosure (1) to NVIC 2-82

CPRTIFTCATION BY AFPLICANT

[ mereby aprtifv that al1 ckw acafements o0 this appllcation wre tige and coTrect o9
rhe bast of mr kmowiedge arsd telief; that T have CEver racelved Erom rhe Upited Stares
fovermmeit The documant For wnich I now sake application; that = have not applled for
and bean rafused the catings regueated ip thid applicacisn; and that no document{e) aor
epdorammenCia? an such document fad pravisualy lesued Eo ue 15 farel current lv revnhed,
suspended, ar under voluntacy furrendat.

Srgnatyrs of Saspan

dubaceibed and gwarn to far affireed) before me this duy of L%
aC , Councy of
Srgte {Territory ar Oiatrice) of

Eignature ard =itle of issuing officer

WARNTHE
Any False scatemence zade in this application, tneluding “»ut not iizfrel o
yaur ansuers peccainiog 2o convierlsn for the violation of Ehe natrcotic
drug 'aws of che Unttwd 5tatas, the Niscrict of Columbla or any atate or
terricary of che United States aa well am your JCatement Tugarding e uje
af ar =4 addireion to the use of narcotic drugs can lead to mullification
ar cmtocaticon 5f pour Merchant Mariner's Tesporacy Oacument. Fur-= =T vou
can be prosecuzed Epr frand under 1F TSE 1001 For gaking falas acatemwncs
tq an dgeant of the goveroment of the [.5. 1IF convicted you <am be Eloed up
£5 410,000 or ipprisonad up to § vaars, oC bsth.

t FPRTIFT that T have caad [or have had rasd to me) acd underatasd the
gerigustesy of the abave warnisg.

Signaturs of seaman




Enclosure (2) to NVIC 2-82

DEPARTVENT OF THANSPIRTATION CO-218TRITY e
1.5, Cpaa: Ogard CHE MO - 21 iy

Merchant Hariners Temporatv T#rciZicace of Tde= ificatTan/Service

Pore:
Phet o
Tate:
vane: Clgtzenship USMMD Mo T -
Catm of Birth Home sddréan:
Ugighe 4 Canplexion: Calor Falr:
Weight: roloy Eyes:
Ratinga: Ordinary Sesman, Wipss, ieevardm Cepar-uent [(FH
Slgracura o: HMarinar Sigmasure af Ieeulng GEficer *irle
Taft
Tham'h
Brine

TRIZ CERTIFICATE EXFIREZ OH

PRTERCT AT VTATEHENT

T ACCOETARET WITE 1 TG 11dalalf11. T RRLOES TFPODLTIMN T3 Epoveeth 70
il UWER LUPRLETHE FERAWA] LNTODLTICE TO TWE §.). padT SOaRm.

1. aTROWITY wwicd ATBORTINT THF SALICITATI OF THF TEROEALTAR.
wh oToE YW acdd, 0101 MR (0, 0R], 010 WTTW Iy R TLY a LR -

2, myoEcthal FURTE (AN B WMo AMAELTIOR TE DETEMET TR [ LI

17 T HTAL sLrey VPR APRITFICATE OF IDERTITICAS 1C/NENTICE TRTE
T = CJET skl (2 0 HTALIFA A0 RATNTAIM 4 TOWTTNEOF PECORD 2F 79T
AR Y CELTIFTCATF oF [MERTITICATTONSIERTILE ThamAcTIOM - C1) TREMRAETTIE
17 TR ¥ MIEFAFRATICN AT POEPE CE-231R AR rG-2R AT i FOUA COWETEE
-r rOUSANERT WD OF TRARRA SCALTTTEATION M u4F HaTRTMIXT B TTE
TATIN ITCAL FEAMTN.

1, TAF uxTIFE [FT1 WETEE CHAT W HALE OF TAE TRrRELTTN-:

e pms T REROWLY ¥ (3% D0 WAINTATN SHE APCORDI MOMIEED BT A8 M0
ALIF, rel ™ taklE FUTTIANLITD TASILE Pl F, TFr ftEuw, TIE W1 OF
et TEFIEaTED FEFEERTATLNE] 1 ETAIR THPORAAT TCR CONPINTAT
CPETINISATT a7 TOERTTE CATTOM (R ICT TR TIONE . r ™ LR zaor
T T TR HARTTIME ADHIATFTAATION ™ tE TH TTVILOFCHE
Spr PAECATE @RICP T pAED T peveied NORGTTS,  fel Te OEVPLOR
1ALt 18 w7 TEE LPOEFT OF (NI =TEE: OF THT COeCirtd. a1 MES
NTILE" JIRLUNINTT AT fDKIT GULIT MANTAY 1MBPPCTCR: BAFPTT JPATCEE. BT TR
ACSTAF TAFCULLTTON O Lad PECACEE T ASERCIEE MM CPTMIEAL ol TIFIL Lk
EEOAr THENT FRUMATE-

L, WFETR OF WOC D1SCLEAEWE aF fOoF e =ToR [ BAWCATTRT DM FGLIMATRT
FEFTEIMD T sl AL SRIAGLY AND TRE ETFECTI OF TR TEDITIMAL. LR N,
ACT MICSTPIe ALl OF LT RAET AT TAT KOTSETYD IWPCENATTON:  MIECLJATmE OF
FATE TMeEwstol [ TMRNTART, HT FAILMW =% PEAIOT TRE LRPOHaTTIR AT
HPICLT TH W08 TEFULACY SF L GEFTTMICATE ™ TEETLR LT AT om AET ITE -



