SECTION 1.  INTRODUCTION

The information contained in this report was collected by personnel at the Volpe National Transportation Systems Center (Volpe) and the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and SAIC during the Summer and Fall of 2002.  This Advanced Public Transportation Systems (APTS) deployment tracking survey was conducted over the Internet, to the extent possible, for Year 2002.  Previous surveys were conducted by mail, facsimile, or over the telephone.  

Most agencies were able to complete the survey online.  Agencies that did not have Internet access or who did not feel comfortable filling out the survey online submitted surveys by mail or by facsimile.  The survey method and instrument was developed by the Oak Ridge National Laboratory/SAIC team (Oak Ridge) as part of a larger ITS deployment tracking effort.  

As in the year 2000 survey, Oak Ridge collected APTS deployment data for jurisdictions containing 50,000 persons or more within the 78 largest metropolitan areas of the United States.  Volpe collected data on APTS deployments in the remainder of the United States.  Since the transit deployment questions for the 18 APTS elements tracked by this survey were identical for both the largest and smaller metropolitan areas, nationwide deployment statistics are available for the first time for all APTS systems.  

Agencies surveyed consisted primarily of those that report information to the National Transit Database Program.  A total of 593 agencies completed surveys in 2002.  Oak Ridge received survey responses from 243 agencies.  Volpe received survey responses from 350 agencies.   It is recognized that this represents perhaps only about half of the transit operations that exist in the U.S., particularly in jurisdictions outside of the 78 largest metropolitan areas.

The data contained in the report tables are only as accurate as the information provided by the agency contacts and have not been verified by Volpe.  Responding agencies with no existing or planned APTS systems are not listed in the report tables.

1-1


