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NAVIGATION AND VESSELINSPECTIONCIRCULAR NO.7

Subj: CLARIFICATION OF THE APPLICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONON
STANDARDS OF TRAIMNG, CERTIFICATIONAND WATCHKEEPING FORSEAFARERS
(STCW), 1978, ASAMENDED, TO VESSELSLESSTHAN 200 GROSS REGISTERTONS
(GRT)

1. PURPOSE.This policy clarifies theapplicationoftheSTCW to U.S. marinersservingon U.S.
flag vesselsof lessthan200 GRT (500grosstonnage (GT) under the International Tonnage
Convention).

2. ACTION. Use this Circular when evaluating the applicationof STCW to those mariners serving
on U.S. flag vesselslessthan 200GRT. Officers in Charge,MarineInspection(OCMIs) should
bring this Circular to the attentionoftheappropriatepeoplein the marine industrywithin their
zones. This NVIC is availableon the WorldWideWebat:

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nvic/index.htm

3. DIRECTIVESAFFECTED. None.

4. BACKGROUND

.

a. InternationalStandards.

(1) STCW regulation1113 paragraph7, together with sectionA-HIll paragraph9, sectionA-
111/2 paragraph8, andsectionA-Ill/3 paragraph8 ofthe STCW Code, alloweach
Administration(government)to vary the requirements formasters,chiefengineers, and
officersofthe navigationandengineering watches on board a vessel, dependent on the
vessel’s sizeandconditionsof voyage.
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(a) This varianceis allowablefor deckofficersservingonavessellessthan500 GT,

which equatesto 200 GRT, if thevessel’ssizeandthe conditionsofits voyage
maketheapplicationofthefull requirementsunreasonableor impracticable.

(b) Thevariancealso appliesto engineeringofficersservingon anearcoastalvessel
poweredby mainpropulsionmachineryof less than3,000kW (4,000HP). STCW
doesn’tapplyto engineeringofficersservingon aseagoingvessellessthan750
kW (1000HP).

(2) STCW regulation1114 describestheminimal requirementsfor ratingsformingpartof a
navigationalwatch. It appliesonly to unlicensedmarinersworkingon a seagoingvessel
of500 GT ormore,andwill not figure furtherin this Circular.

(3) STCWregulation111/4 describestheminimal requirementsfor ratingsformingpartof a
watch in amannedengineroomordesiguatedto performdutiesin aperiodically
unmannedengineroom.It andthecorrespondingSTCW CodesectionA-11114apply
only to a seagoingvesselpoweredby mainpropulsionmachineryof 750 kW (1,000HP)
propulsionpowerormore. It doesnot applyto anU.S. vessellessthan200 GRT (500
GT) on adomesticvoyage,asper4.b.(2)below.

(4) STCW regulationsIll definesnearcoastalvoyagesasthosevoyagesin thevicinity ofa
Party(siguatorygovernment)asdefinedby theParty. Eachpartyto STCW hasdefined
its ownboundaryfor nearcoastalwatersandthatboundarymaynotbeconsistentwith
thedefinition within 46 CFR10.103(seeparagraphS.f.). STCWsectionB-I/3 explains
thatnearcoastalvoyagesshouldnotbeextendedworldwideandwherethenearcoastal
voyagesincludesvoyagesoff anotherParty’scoast,abilateralagreementshouldbe
established.

b. DomesticStandards.

(1) It is thepolicy oftheCoastGuardthat somevarianceis appropriatefor personnel
servingon U.S. flagvesselslessthan200 GRT on domesticvoyages.But the OCMI
shouldconsiderthesafetyofall vesselsoperatingin thesamewatersbeforehe/she
grantsanysuchvariance.

(2) TheCoastGuardhasspecificallydeterminedthat, for certainsmall vesselson domestic
nearcoastalvoyages,theschemeof safetyprovidedby the currentlicensingprograms
andtheinspectionandoversightprogramsfor small vesselsdelivera level ofsafety
comparableto theSTCW. Therefore,it imposesno newrequirementseitheron
marinersservingon passengervesselsof less than100 GRT inspectedundersubchapter
T orK oronothervesselslessthan200 GRT on domesticvoyagesoron theownersor
operatorsofsuchvessels.
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(3) TheCoastGuardconsidersnearcoastalvoyagesto bethosevoyageswithin 200 miles

of theU.S. shoreandwithin thejurisdictionalwatersoftheU.S.

(4) For a masterorothermariner(deckorengineering)servingon avesselof lessthan200
GRT onadomesticnearcoastalvoyage,no newtraining requirementswill be imposed
beyondexistingregulations,in accordancewith Title 46, Codeof FederalRegulation
(46CFR), sections10.202(k),12.02-7(t),and 15.103(4This decisionis dueto the
equivalencybetweenSTCW andcurrentU.S. laws andindustrypractice. Holding a
suitablyendorsedU.S. licensefor serviceon thesevesselscomplieswith STCWunder
domesticlaws.

5. DEFINITIONS

.

a. Boundarylinesarelinesdrawnfollowing thegeneraltrendoftheseaward,highwater
shorelinesandlinescontinuingthegeneraltrendoftheseaward,highwatershorelinesacross
entrancesto small bays,inlets andrivers. Theboundarylinesarefurtherdescribedin 46 CFR
part7.

b. Domesticservicemeansavesselusedin tradefrom oneU.S.port to anotherU.S. port. This
couldincludeavoyageto nowherethatreturnsto theoriginatingport.

c. GrossTonnage(GT) is that tonnageasmeasuredundertheInternationalConventionon
TonnageMeasurementof Ships,1969.

d. GrossRegisterTons(GRT) is thattonnageasmeasuredundertheU.S. tonnagemeasurement
systemfoundin Title 46, UnitedStatesCode,section14502 (46 U.S.C. 14502).

e. An internationalvoyagemeans,for thepurposesofthis Circular,a seavoyagefrom aport in
theUnitedStatesto aport in aforeigucountry.

f. NearCoastal,asdefinedwithin the46 CFR 10.103,meansoceanwatersnotmorethan200
miles offshore.

6. DISCUSSION

.

a. STCWregulation1113, andsectionsA-lUll andA-11113ofthe STCW Code,allowus to
determinetheportionsof STCWthat shouldbeappliedto officerson vesselslessthan200
GRT (500GT) and3,000kW, asapplicable,whenfull applicationwouldbeunreasonableor
impracticable. Under46 CFR10.202and 15.103(t),U.S.vesselsless than200 GRT
operatingon domesticvoyagesarenotrequiredto provideadditionalproofofqualificationto
meettherequirementsof STCW,exceptfor thosevesselsinspectedundersubchapterH of46
CFR. Officers servingon thesevesselswill not berequiredany additionalrequirements
beyondthoseofourdomesticregulations.
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b. Neitheranymarinerservingon anyofthefollowing vessels,northeownersoroperatorsof

thevessels,needmeettherequirementsofSTCW,becausethevesselsareeitherexemptby
STCWorU.S. laws:

(1) Fishingvessels;

(2) Fishtendervesselsasdefinedin 46 U.S.C. 2101;

(3) Pleasureyachtsnot engagedin trade;

(4) Woodenvesselsofprimitive build;

(5) Uninspectedpassengervesselsasdefinedin 46 U.S.C.2101;

(6) Bargesasdefinedin 46 U.S.C.2101, includingnon-self-propelledmobileoffshore-
drilling units;and

(7) Vesselsoperatingexclusivelyon theGreatLakesor the inlandwatersoftheU.S. Inland
waters,forthepurposesofthis Circular,meanthosewatersshorewardoftheboundary
line.

c. No marinerservingonavessellisted in thepreviousparagraphneedeitherhold orbe issued
aSTCW certificate.

d. Requirementsfor marinersservingon vesselson domesticvoyagesbeyondtheboundaryline.

(1) An officeroperatingavesselon domesticvoyageswill haveanappropriateSTCW
endorsementautomaticallyplaceddirectly onhis orher license. This endorsementis
availableto anyofficeronan inspectedpassengervesselless than100 GRT andonany
otherU.S. vessellessthan200 GRT (500GT) that is operatingexclusivelyona
domesticvoyageif themarinerdoesnot alreadyholda STCWcertificate.

(2) No STCW endorsementorcertificateis necessaryfor officersoperatingthevessels
listed in 6.b. above.

(3) Officers operatingvesselsinspectedundersubchapterH mustfully comply with STCW.

(4) Theendorsementshouldreadasfollows:

Whentheholderofthis licenseis servingon an US.vesseloflessthan200gross
registertons(500grosstonnage)in domesticservice,no addedSTCWendorsementis
necessaryto meetthe US. regulationsimplementingtheSTCWConvention.
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e. Requirementsfor marinerson internationalvoyages.

(1) A marinerlicensedfor serviceon vesselsoflessthan100 GRT inspectedunder
subchapterT or K, andon othervesselslessthan200 GRT (500GT),whenoperating
on internationalvoyages,exceptfor voyagespecificexemptionsaddressedin paragraph
6.e.(3)below,mustmeettherequirementsfor training andassessmentofthe applicable
U.S. andSTCWregulations,in accordancewith 46 CFR10.202. A marinerseekinga
licenseorcertificatevalid for internationalvoyagesmustmeettherequirementsfor
trainingandassessmentoftheSTCW CodesectionA-1113, A-IIIl1, A-11113, orA-11114
(wheretheyapplyto marinersonvesselsnotengagedonnearcoastalvoyages)andall
otherrequirementsoftheSTCW, includingthoseon basicsafetytraining,hoursofrest,
andwatchkeepingof sectionA-VIII oftheSTCW Code. A licenseendorsedfor near
coastalwatersis notvalid for internationalvoyagesoroperationin watersofa foreign
country.

(2) An unlicensedmarinerassignedawatchin an engineroomor designatedto perform
dutiesin aperiodicallyunmannedengineroomon avesselon an internationalvoyage,
musthavean STCW endorsementdocumentingthat heor shemeetsthecompetencies
oftheSTCW Code,sectionA-11114, in accordancewith 46 CFR 12.02-7(e). This
requirementappliesonly to thosevesselsdrivenby mainpropulsionmachineryof750
kW ofpropulsionpoweror more. Any marinerwho enteredinto servicebeforeAugust
1, 1998,andholdsamerchantmariner’sdocumentendorsedasqualifiedmemberof the
enginedepartment,needonlymeettherequirementfor basicsafetytrainingfor issuance
ofa 1995 STCW certificate. For further informationon thetransitionalarrangements,
seeNavigationandVesselInspectionCirculars4-97and 8-97.

(3) An officer licensedfor serviceonvesselscoveredby this Circularandnot otherwise
specificallyexemptfrom therequirementsof STCW,mayhaveaseparateSTCW
certificateorendorsementissuedwhentheOCMI determinesthat suchcertificateor
endorsementis necessaryto enablea specificvesselorvesselsto occasionallyoperate
onavoyagespecificroute. TheOCMI shouldconsiderthefollowing beforeheorshe
issuessuchacertificateorendorsement:

(a) A letter from thecompanyexplainingthenecessityto allow theiremployeesto
operateon internationalvoyages.

(b) Eachcrewmemberrequiringan STCW certificatemustmeetthefollowing
requirements:

1. If thecrewmemberis filling anofficer’s positionon thevessel,thenheor she
mustholda licenseendorsedfor oceansroute (knowledgeofCOLREGS,
oceannavigation).
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2. Demonstratedproficiency(knowledgeand/ordemonstration)ofthesafety&

navigationalequipmentinstalledon thevessel. Thedemonstrationshouldbe
conductedin thepresenceofamarineinspector(ideallyduringthemostrecent
annualinspectionorreinspection).

3. EithercompletedSTCWbasicsafetytrainingorhasdemonstratedproficiency
in emergencydrills (manoverboard,abandonship,fire emergency,steering
failure, etc..~). Thedemonstrationshouldbeconductedin thepresenceof a
marineinspector(ideallyduringthemostrecentannualinspectionor
reinspection).

(c) A letterorotherdocumentationthatdetailsthemariner’sexperienceon the
specificvessel(s)to be considered.Thedetailsshouldat leastincludevessel
name(s),official number(s),lengthofserviceoneachvessel,androuteson which
themarinerhasserved.

(4) Thisparagraphsetsforth amethodto issuea STCW certificateto a marinerrequiredto
makeanoccasionalinternationalvoyage,whoseroutinetradeis on domesticvoyages,
whentheOCMI determinesacertificateis warrantedby thenecessityofthe
circumstances.A certificateissuedunderparagraph6.e.(3)maynot serveto establish
experienceor trainingnecessaryfor raisesofgradesoflicensesor certificates. It must
beara limitation within the CAPACITY-LIMITATIONS sectionwith an endorsement
listed in eitherparagraph6.e.(4)(i)or (ii) belowandtheendorsementofparagraph(iii):

(a) If the limitation is vessel-specific,adjacentto theCAPACITY (master,mate,chief
engineer,or the like) it shouldread:

Restrictedto serviceon M/VXXXXXXX

(b) If thelimitation is to a specificclassof sistervesselsownedby a specificcompany,
adjacentto theCAPACITY it shouldread,for example:

Restrictedto SmallPassengerVesselsofDeltaHull 88 designownedbyABC
Charters,Inc. ofnotmorethan 100grossregistertons/S00 grosstonnage(or
applicablevesseldescriptionand/or tonnagelimitation).

Thetonnagelimitation in mostcasesshouldalsoappearin grosstonnage.
This specificexampledemonstratestheendorsementfora licenserestrictedto
smallpassengervesselsnot morethan 100 GRT.

(c) Thecertificateshouldalsoincludeanendorsementfor thespecificroute,which
shouldread:

Validfor voyagesbetweentheUnitedStatesand (applicableport) only.
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f. Direct questionsyou mayhaveregardingthis guidanceto anyRegionalExaminationCenter

ortheNationalMaritime Centerat(202)493-1000.

Non-StandardDistribution:

B:a G-MSO(4); G-MOC (4); G-MOA (2); G-MSE (1); G-MSR (1); G-M (1); G-MS (1)

C:eNew Orleans(90); HamptonRoads(50); SanFrancisco(40);Philadelphia,PortArthur
Honolulu, PugetSound(35); Miami, Houston,Mobile,MorganCity, Los Angeles/LongBeach(25);
Jacksonville,PortlandOR, Boston,PortlandME, Charleston,Galveston,Anchorage,Cleveland,
Louisville, Memphis,Paducah,Pittsburgh,St. Louis, SanJuan,Savannah,Tampa,Chicago,Buffalo,
Detroit, Duluth,Milwaukee,SanDiego,Juneau,Valdez,Providence,Huntington,Wilmington,
CorpusChristi, Toledo,Guam(20).

C:m NewYork (70); SturgeonBay (4); Baltimore (45).

D:l CG Liaison Officer MILSEALIFTCOMD (CodeN-7CG)(1);
CGLiaison OfficerMARAD (MARO72O.2)(1).
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