
 

ABBREVIATIONS 
 
Term Definition 
511 Toll-free telephone number for traveler information; 

statewide, regional and citywide systems have been and are 
being deployed  

911 Toll-free telephone number for emergencies; an existing 
nationwide resource 

AAA American Automobile Association 
ADA Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
ADT Annual Daily Traffic (average daily traffic volume on a 

roadway) 
ADOT Arizona Department of Transportation 
ALISS Accident Location Identification Surveillance System - 

ADOT's vehicle accident database 
AM Before noon (Latin: Ante Meridiem) 
AMBER America's Missing: Broadcast Emergency Response 

(common usage - AMBER plan, AMBER alert). 
ARIS Alternate Route Interactive System 
ARTS Advanced Rural Transportation System 
ASO Administrative services officer 
ATIS Advanced Traveler Information Systems 
ATRC Arizona Transportation Research Center 
AVL Automatic Vehicle Location 
AZ511.com Arizona Department of Transportation web site presenting 

road conditions and traveler information 
AZTech A regional agency partnership providing an integrated 

Intelligent Transportation System for the Phoenix 
metropolitan area 

CalTrans California Department of Transportation 
CATV Cable Television 
CCTV Closed-Circuit Television [camera] 
Clarus Latin for "clear" - the name for the nationwide surface 

transportation weather observing and forecasting system 
CPR Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation 
CPU Central Processing Unit 
CVISN Commercial Vehicle Information Systems and Networks 
CVO Commercial Vehicle Operator, or Operations (corporate 

entity involved in trucking) interchangeable in this report 
DE District Engineer 
DOT Department of Transportation 
DPS Department of Public Safety 
DSRC Dedicated Short Range Communications 
E-mail Electronic mail 
E911 Enhanced 911 



 

Term Definition 
EDP Early Deployment Plan 
Electronic Message Board Variable Message Sign (Term used in CVO and public 

surveys) 
EMS Emergency Management System 
EPIC / EPIC II Expedited Processing at International Crossings (EPIC II is 

the current system) 
ERC Emergency Roadside Callbox  (Referred to as “Roadside 

Emergency Phone” in CVO and public surveys) 
ESS Environmental Sensor Stations 
FCC Federal Communications Commission 
FHWA Federal Highway Administration 
FMCSA Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
GPS Global Positioning Systems 
HAR Highway Advisory Radio 
HAZMAT HAZardous MATerials 
HCRS Highway Condition Reporting System (also/originally 

known as Highway Closure & Restriction System); 
developed by ADOT for tracking events, incidents and work 
activities impacting travel on Arizona highways 

I-[#] Interstate [Number] 
ISP Internet Service Provider 
ITG Information Technology Group (ADOT) 
ITI Intelligent Transportation Infrastructure 
ITIS International Traveler Information Interchange Standards 
ITS Intelligent Transportation Systems 
IVR Interactive Voice Response 
KRMC Kingston Regional Medical Center 
LAN Local Area Network 
LOS Level of service 
MAP Motorist Assist Patrol 
Mayday systems Systems such as wireless communications, crash detection, 

computer control and GPS to facilitate or automate the 
notification of authorities about incidents / motorists in 
trouble 

MP Mile post or mile point 
MVD Motor Vehicle Division 
NDOT Nevada Department of Transportation 
NFS National Forest Service 
NMDOT New Mexico Department of Transportation 
NWS National Weather Service 
OH-VMS Overhead VMS 
O&M Operations and Maintenance 
OpComm Operational Communications 
OSH Occupational Safety and Health (ADOT) 



 

Term Definition 
PAD Passive Acoustic Detector 
PDA Personal Digital Assistant 
PeCoS Performance Control System 
PM After noon (Latin: Post Meridiem) 
POE Port of Entry 
PrePass An electronic system automating the clearance of 

commercial vehicles (allowing bypass at ports of entry) 
PSA Public Service Announcement 
PTM-VMS Portable Trailer-Mounted VMS 
RCRS Roadway Closures and Restrictions System 
REP Roadside Emergency Phone (alternative name for 

Emergency Roadside Callbox) 
RFID Radio Frequency Identification 
RHODES Real-time Hierarchical Optimized Distributed Effective 

System 
RPU Remote Processing Unit 
RTEO Regional Traffic Engineering Office 
RWIS Road Weather Information System 
SAFER Safety and Fitness Electronic Records 
SM-VMS Shoulder-Mounted VMS 
SPR State Planning and Research 
SR [#] State Route - used with # 
T-1 Telecommunications standard - information transfer rate of 

1.544 Mbps – Named for First (1st) ANSI 
Telecommunications Standards Committee 

TAC Technical Advisory Committee 
TDCS Traffic Data Consolidation System 
TOC Traffic Operations Center 
TMS Traffic Management System 
TTG Transportation Technology Group (ADOT) - responsible for 

design and operation of the freeway management system 
and related ITS elements 

TTY Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (also use TDD) 
TV Television 
UDOT Utah Department of Transportation 
US [#] United States Highway - used with # 
USDOT United States Department of Transportation 
VMS Variable Message Sign (same as Electronic Message Board / 

EMB) 
VRAS Voice Response Activated System 
WIM Weigh-In-Motion 
ZIP Zone Improvement Plan - mailing location code 

(implemented July 1, 1963) 
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