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1. Introduction

1.1 Background

SubsGrface construction is the subject of increased interest in

many sectors of our economy. Transportation planners would like to make

greater use of the subsurface both to rn.inirn.ize the environmental impact of

transportation systems and as a technique to reduce travel distances between

points. Competition for space and noise considerations essentially demand

that much needed urban- suburban mas s transit systems be located under

ground. Large scale tunneling projects to overcome natural obstacles, such

as the Seikan Railway Tunnel in Japan and the propose~ tunnel under the

English Channel ("Chunnel"), have contributed and will continue to con

tribute to the dellland for iInproved subsurface construction techniques.

Utility industries are also under increased pressure to

locate lines and facilities underground due to environrn.ental considerations.

Further, the disruption caused by cut and cover techniques has become

unacceptable in some situations (river crossings and urban environments)

creating a requirement for underground construction to be conducted by

tunneling tee hniques.

The energy crisis has added to delllands for underground

construction and exploration techniques. In the coal lllining industry,

horizontal drilling is being used for ITl.ethane drainage and relief of high

pressure gas pockets. There is a strong push to use lllethane fro·m.

coal beds to augment natural gas supplies. The Bureau of Mines

estilllates that, nationwide, coal seaIl1.S less than 3,000 feet deep contain

more pipeline quality gas than all of Alaska I s present reserves. I Ex

ploratory and production drilling in the petroleum field has been in

creasing as rapidly as the availability of equiplllent will allon. Under

ground facilities are being considered for insitu retorting of shale oil.

In the atom.ic energy field, a shortage of underground radioactive waste

storage facilities has caused the Atorn.ic Energy Comm.ission to require

some atomic power plants to curtail electrical production. Leakage

problems with existing storage facilities have lead to a program in
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which precision horizontal and angled drilling is being used in implanting

underground monitors at the facilities.

At the present time, subsurface utilization in all areas is

limited by high construction costs. A major element of these high costs

is generated by the heavy financial and physical risks which derive from

the uncertainty in predicting ground conditions at construction sites.

This study focuses on the particular problem of subsurface

investigation along proposed tunnel alignments but clearly the solution to

this problem will be of benefit in all areas requiring the application of

underground exploration and construction techniques. Horizontal pene

tration is recognized as the only alternative available, under many

conditions, for generating continuous data along a tunnel alignment.

Typically, this penetration would be achieved by excava.ting a pilot tunnel

along the proposed tunnel line. However, pilot tunnel costs have esca

lated to the point where they presently range from $225 per foot for "easytr

conditions to $877 per foot for "difficult" conditions. 2 Horizontal, reuse

able boreholes, explored with a com.bination of sensing techniques, have

been suggested as an alternative method of horizontal penetration.

1. 2 Purpose

The purpose of this report is to serve as a guide to the

highway or transportation engineer in evaluating subsurface investigation

techniques. In particular, this document provides the inform.ation needed

to evaluate guided ho;rizontal drilling as an alternative to pilot tunneling

for achieving horizontal penetration.

In investigating the geology of a proposed tunnel site, the

engineer will generally use· the following technique s:

1. ) Evaluate local knowledge of the geology based

on nearby m.ine s, tunnels, and othe r previous

subsurface construction.
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2. ) Examine geological maps, aerial photographs,

and possibly, radar or infrared scanning imagery.

3. ) Extrapolate conditions on the basis of an

examination of the surface geology.

4. ) . Drill vertical and inclined core· holes.

If the tunnel alignment is close to the ground surface and

the surface is accessible, discontinuous, direct pen.etration data may be

obtained by widely- spaced, vertical or inclined core holes. If the tunnel

is located under a high mountain or if access to the ground surface is

difficult or impos sible, horizontal penetration may be considered a s a

means of obtaining continuous data along the tunnel alignment. This

horizontal penetration can be achieved by excavating a pilot tunnel or

by horizontal boring techniques.

Pilot tunnels have shortcomings which suggest that more

attention should be paid to alternative horizontal penetration techniques.

A few of the.se shortcomings include:

1. ) High Cost

2. ) Long excavation tiIne.

3. ) Danger to the personnel involved.

A subsurface investigation system. em.ploying horizqntal

drilling and a combination of sensing techniques is one alternative to

pilot tunneling. The purpose of this document is to provide the inforrna

tion neces sary to evaluate horizontal drilling as a teclmique for hori

zontal penetration. No indirect sensing techniques are considered.

However, an FHWA contract now in progress is developing a sensing
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system to be used in horizontal boreholes for pre-excavation investiga

tion of tunnel sites.
3

The sensing device developed froITl this program

will constitute one of the com.ponents of an information gathering system

using horizontal drilling as a penetration technique.

1. 3 SUITlmary of Results

The results of this study indicate that there are four

candidate teclmiques for drilling long- range horizontal boreholes in rock

and gouge. These include:

(1) Diamond wireline core drilling.

(2) Rotary drilling.

(3) Down- hole motor drilling.

(4) Dewn-hole percussive drilling.

The estimated penetration capabilities and costs of these

techniques are listed in Table 1. 1. Diamond wireline core drilling is

far and away the most developed horizontal rock drilling technique.

With this technique, the prospective horizontal drilling custOITler has

the choice of purchasing the equipITlent hiIl1self to perform the work

or hiring a contractor. There are no contractors who make a practice

of horizontal drilling in rock with the other listed techniques. Of these

techniques, down-hole Il1otor drilling would probably require the least

amount of developm.ent effort in a horizontal drilling program and down

hole percussive drilling the most.

With available drill guidance techniques, hole deviation

can be controlled to about + 11 it (3.3 m) per 1000 ft (305 m) drilled,

"best case", and abol:lt + 44 ft (13.4 m) deviation per 1000 it (305 rn),

"worst case". Perforrnance will vary within this range, depending

rnore upon the care em.ployed in using the available equipment, than the

equiprnent its elf.
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TABLE 1. 1 LONG HORIZONTAL DRILLING TIME AND COST ESTIMATES

FOR AVERAGE GEOLOGY*

. Hole Length, Hole Diameter, Cost Per Foot (Meter)
Technique feet (m) inche s (m.m.) a t Maximum Leng'th

Diamond Wireline 5000 (1524) 2. 36 (60) $ 61 (200)

Core Drilling 4000 (1220) 2.98 (76)

Rotary Drilling 5000 (1524) 6.75 (171) $ 86 (282)

0 12 (305)

Down-Hole 1000 (305) 4-6 (102-152) $ 48 (157)

Percussive Drilling

Down-Hole 4000 (1220) 6.75 (171) $ 89 (292)

Motor Drilling 2000 ( 610) 3 (76)

~c

As surnes 11% .soft rock, 59% m.edium rock, 30% hard rock.



Within the penetration and guidance limitations noted above,

horizontal drilling offers a substantial cost saving over pilot tunneling

as a means of achieving horizontal penetration. Furthermore, there

is a considerable potential for extending the penetration capabilities of

horizontal drilling and reducing hole deviation. These improvements

are possible at a reduction in the time and cost required to drill a

given distance.

1. 4 Report Forrnat

In evaluating horizontal penetration as a, subsurface

investigation technique, the following steps are involved:

( 1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

An assessment of the capa~ilities and

economics of available penetration techniques.

A value analysis of the information gathering

potential of penetration techniques and associ

ated sensing techniques.

Selection of the most cost effective inforrnation

gathering system.

Detailed planning of the proposed horizontal

penetration.

This. document is written as an aid in tasks 1 and 4 of

the decision-making process. To this end, the report is divided into

three distinct 'sections. Chapters 2-4 of Volume I constitute an Execu

tive Summary of the state-of-the-art of long horizontal drilling. This

section provides a cornprehensive but succinct assessment of available

horizontal drilling techniques. Chapters on Planning Considerations

and Management' Considerations are included to outline the qualitative

factors which should be considered in evaluating horizontal drilling.

1-6
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The remainder of the document serves as a reference

for the detailed planning of a long horizontal drilling prograrn. Chap

ters 5 - 8 comprise the Technical Discussion section of the report.

These chapters include detailed discussion of all aspects of horizontal

drilling. Volume II, the third section of the report, presents a

mathematical model which can be used to estimate time and cost

requirem.ents for horizontal drilling.

Procedures for perform.ing a value analysis of information

gathering systems are presented in a previous FHWA report on Subsur

face Investigation Planning. 4 This docurnent is an essential reference

in any decision involving subsurface investigation techniques.
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Part I - Executive Summary

2. State-of-the-Art Horizontal Drilling Capability

The state-of-the-art of horizontal drilling is defined in terms of

the capabilities of available production hardware and techniques which

have been proven in horizontal drilling applications. Custom equipment,

experimental equipment and the procedures associated with its use, and

production equipment which has not been applied to horizontal drilling

are not considered state-of-the-art. However, custom, experimental,

and conceptual equipm.ent and procedure s are considered in evaluating

near term horizontal drilling potential as is the modification of available

production equipment to horizontal drilling.

2. 1 Horizontal Drilling History

A listing of representative horizontal drilling is provided

in Table 2.1. The discussion which follows refers to that drilling which

is of particular significance in terms of establishing state-of-the-art

capabilities for drilling lC?ng horizontal holes in rock.

The longest horizontal hole which has been drilled appears

to be a 5,300 it (1615 m), 6-3/4 inch (172 mm) diameter hole whic;::h 'Was

drilled about 1971-1972 on the Seikan Tunnel Project in Japan. This

hole was drilled with an FS-400 Horizontal Boring Machine m.anufactured

by Koken Boring Machine Co., Ltd. of Tokyo, Japan. A three cone

rotary bit was used for drilling, a Dyna-Drill was used for hole direc

tion changes, and a Sperry-Sun m.agnetic rnultishot survey instrument

was used to survey the hole.

Diamond coring procedures have been utilized in all other

horizontal drilling work beyond 2, 000 ft. (610 m) in length. Longyear

Company of Minneapolis, Minnesota and Longyear subsidiaries in Canada

2-1



IV
1
IV

TABLE 2. 1 REPRESENTATIVE HORIZONTAL DRILLING

Distance !Diamete r Material Method/Equipment Guidance Goals Contractor !Client Date LocationFeet (Meters)/Inchell (Millimeters)

( 1) 5,300 (16l5)/6.7~ (171) Soft Rotary /Koken Sperry-Sun! Rotary 6600 - 1971-72 Seikan TUllnel,
FS400 Dyna-Drill (2000) Japan

Downhole
16.400 (,,000)

(2) 4,000 (1,220)/2.36 (60) Medium- Diamond Coring/ Wedging 5,000 (1,520) Boart Drilling Ltd. To South Africa
Hard Longyear 44 (Longyear Subsidiary) Present

(3) 4,000 (1,220)'1Z.36 (60) Medium- Diamond Coring! WeJ~lng - Canadian Longyear :::: 1964 Central British
Hard Longyear Ltd. !Brayhorn Columbia

Mines Ltd.

(4) 3,090 (1,125)/3 (76) Very Soft Diamond Coring! Wedging - Re ynolds Electr ica1 Nov.7Z - Mercury, Nevada
Longyear 44 & Engineering!AEC Present

(5) 3,000 (914)/2.36 (60) Medium- Diamond Coring! Eastman/ - Boyles Brother 5 -
Hard Longyear Wedging Drilling Co.

(6) 2,630 (l:lOl)/ - Soft Diamond Coring (?)/ - . - 1972-74 Seikan Tunnel,
Tone TEL-2C Japan

(7) 2,540 (774)/2 (~1) Coal Rotary /F1etchcr - 3,000 (914) Kerr-McGee To -
Present

(tI) 1,9l:l0 (604) /3 (761 Medium. Diamond Coring! Tro Pari - Sprague & Henwood/ 1954 Lehigh Tunnel.
Hard Sprague & Henwood Compass Penn. Turnpike Penn. Tpk.

Authority

(9) *1,700 (51B)/3 (76) Soft- Downhole, Diamond Sperry-Sun/ - Calvert Western, 1973.74 -
Coal Bit/Dyna-Drill, Dyna-Drill Fenix Ii< S.-isson!

Joy ZZ Surface Rig Bureau of Mines

(10) :~*;:;; 1,600 (488) Soil Dyna-Drill - Titan Drilling To .
Present

(11) 1,468 (447)/3.4 (S7) Soft Double Tube . . Taisei Corp. - Seikan Tunnel,
Reverse Circulation Japan
{Continuous Coring!
Tone Surface Rig

';'Started H~o from vertical. drilled 1300 ft. to coal seam (at a depth of 700 ft) and 400 ft more horizontally ill coal seam.

'::::'Curved holes.

NOTE: All units are expressed in English units accompanied by metric equivalent units

in parenthesis.



TABLE 2.1 REPRESENTATIVE HORIZONTAL DRILLING (Continued)

N
r
w

Distance/Diameter
Material Method/Equipment Guidance Goals Contractor /C1j.ent Date ! LocationFeet (Meters)/Inches (Millimeters) !

(IZ)- 1,340 (408) /7.6Z5 (194) Soft Rotary /Koken FS400 Sperry-Sunl - - - Seikan Tunnel,
Dyna-D~ill Japan

(13) I.Z57 (383)/2.36 (60) Medium- Diamond Coring I - l.OOO (610) I Canadian Mine To -
Hard Canadian Mine I Services Present

Services I

I. .(14) ::: 1,1.00 (366)/3-4 (76-10Z) Soils Rotary Drag Bit/ - 5,000 (1,524) S01.1 Samphng To -
Aardvark. Tigre with Wireline Services Present
Tierra, Inc. Coring

(IS)" 1,10Z (336)/3.5 (89) Coal Rotary /Specially Sperry-Sun/ - Fenix & Sci/j/jonl 1972. Ohio
Built Longyear Drilli.-ng Bureau of Min('~

Parameters,
Dyna-Drill

(16) 1.180 (359)/3 (76) Medium- Diamond Coringl Modified - Charles S. 1970 Wheeler Junction.
Hard Longyear Eaetman Robinson 6< Assoc., Colorado

Wedging

(17) 1,034 (315)/3.5 (89) 5oft- Coal Rota.ry. Roller Bitl Cableless - Fenix & Scisson. 197Z Ohio
Specially Built Telemetry Telcom/Bureau
Longyear Rig System by . of Mines

Telcom, Inc. /1
Drilling
Parazneters,
Dyna-Drill

(18) 864 (1.63)/4 (101.) Medium- Downhole Percussive/ None 1,000 (305) Jacobs Assoc./ 1972 , -
Ha'rd Ingersoll-Rand ARPA

(19) 800 (244)/3-6 (76-15l) Soft-Coal Rbtary, with &. On Board - f3y and For - -
without Down Survey Continental Oil
Hole Thruster, Package I Co.
Roller Bit Down-Hole

Hydraulic
Steering Shoe
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and South Africa have drilled holes out to about 4, 000 ft. (1219 rn)

using diam.ond wireline coring techniques. This work hcs' been performed

in mediUIIl and hard rocks. The South African subsidiary of Longyear

(Boart Drilling, Ltd.). anticipates that they will eventually drill horizontal

holes to 5,000 feet (1524 In) on work in progress as of May 1975. Hole

diameter on this work is 2.36 inches (60 nlIn) (BQ size).

Boyles Brothers Drilling Co. of Salt Lake City, Utah has

used similar equipment to drill horizontal hole s to 3, 000 feet (914 In) in

length in medium and hard rock.

Again using similar equipment, the Atomic .Energy Com

mission (AEC) has drilled horizontal holes as long as 2,690 feet (1125 m)

in continuing work at the AEC test site near Mercury, Nevada. These

holes are about 3 inches (76 nun) in diameter and are being drilled in

very soft materials. The c'ontractor on this work is Reynolds Electrical

and Engineering Co. of Las Vegas, Nevada.

Sprague and Henwood, Inc. of Scranton, Pennsylvania

drilled a 3 inch (76 mm) (NX size), l, 980 foot (604 m) horizontal hole

in 1954 using diamond coring techniques. This work was perform.ed for

the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission and the material drilled was

medium and hard rock.

Jacobs Associates of San Francisco, California developed

a technique for drilling horizontal holes using a pneum.atic downhole per

cussion drill in 1972. This technique was used to drill 4 inch (102 mm)

holes in medium and hard rock. The longest hole drilled was 864 feet

(263 m). The Jacobs work also included the development of drill rod

handling equipment which enabled 1, 000 £t (305 m) sections of drill pipe

to be inserted and withdrawn at up to 200 feet (61 m.) per minute.
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2.2 Assessment of State-of-the-Art Horizontal Drilling Capability

If we define the state-of-the-art of long horizontal drilling

in terms of the capabilities of available production hardware and tech

niques which have been proven in horizontal drilling applications, the

state-of-the-art can be diagramed as in Figure 2.1. There would be

some overlap and the numbers have been rounded off but this figure

represents a realistic graphic summary.

In ter:ms of accuracy, the range of hole deviation which

can be expected is apout + 11 - 44 ft (3.3 - l3.4m) horizontally per

1000 ft (305 m) of length and + 8 - 19 £t (2.4 - 5.8 om) vertically per

1000 ft (305 m) of length.

Grouting has been proven capable of handling m.ost

hole stabilization problems given that one is willing to spend the time

and effort. One 2, 600 foot (792 :m) hole drilled for the Seikan Tunnel

job was grouted 61 time s, with the number of grouting shifts being twice

the number of drilling shifts.
5

However, the material drilled in this

work was soft and broken. In diamond coring work performed in medium

and hard rocks, hole stability has not been noted as a significant problem.

The cost m.odel of Volume II presents the following tech

niques as state-of-the-art candidates for horizontal drilling:

(I)

(2 )

(3 )

(4)

Diamond wireline core drilling.

Rotary drilling.

Down-hole m.otor drilling.

Down-hole percussive drilling.

The cost model has been used to project costs for all four
techniques out to 5,000 feet (1524 m.). However, diamond wireline core

drilling and rot~ry drilling are the only technique s which can be con

sidered to meet the definition of state-of-the-art for the longer distances.
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Of these, diamond wireline core drilling is far and away the most

developed technique. Information on the cost and performance capabilities

of the Koken FS- 400 horizontal rotary drilling machine has been limited.

It has been assuxned that this m.achine would cost $100, 000 for the purpose

of exercising the rotary drilling cost Inodel. Table 2. 2 presents cost

and time figures for the candidate drilling techniques for an "average"

geological m.odel. (11 % soft rock, 59% medium rock, 30% hard rock.)

For the non- coring techniques, a saUlple core is taken at 60 ft. (18. 3 In)

intervals.

Contractor estimate s for a 5, 000 foot (1524 m) hole drilled

with diamond wireline coring equipment (the only technique for which con

tractor estimates are available) ranged from $50 to $100 per foot ($164 

$329 per meter). However, the concensus of contractors' opinions was

that they would only undertake long horizontal drilling under a lltiIne and

materials II contractual arrangement.

It is clear that horizontal drilling is a substantially

cheaper rl1ethod of achieving penetrations along tunnel alignlTIents than

pilot tunneling. However, the state-of-the-art penetration capability of

horizontal drilling is realistically about 5, 000 feet (1524 rn). MaxirnulTI

hole diallleter is limjted to less than 11 inches (279 rrnn) for distances

greater than ] 000 feet (305 rn).

2.3 Limiting Factors in Horizontal Drilling

In the broad sense, the most significant factor lilniting the

state-of-the-art of long horizontal drilling has been a lack of demand.

It is f}'equently sta.ted that long horizontal d:rilling is little used because

it is expensive ~ It is much n~ore accurate to conclude that horizontal

drilling is expensive because the delTIand for it has not been sufficient to

support the development of effective, economical techniques. In all prob

ability, less than 10 horizontal holes have been drilled to 4000 it (1219 lTI)

and beyond. Contrast this with the petroleum drilling industry where an
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T~BLE 2.2 LONG HORIZONTAL DRILLING TIME AND COST ESTIMATES

FOR AVERAGE GEOLOGY

~
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~. _""'-'~"'-"~".

Cc
Drilling Hole Dia:m. In1
Technique in (nun) ft

......--!'_.-.....-....,--_.

Diam.ond 3 (76) It
Wireline

Rotary 6.75 (172) 61

Down- 6. 75 (1 72) 61
Hole
Motor

Down- 6 (152) 6
Hole
Percussive

,"""--~.--;-._- ,_.-......,...-.....

r~ng T
erval I~
m)

0%

(18)

(18)

(18)

Distance, feet (meters)
Tim.e, . Hours; Cost, $/ft ($/meter)

1000 (305) 2000 (710) 3000 (915) 4000 (1220) 5000 (1525)
-~~~

2.75 712 1346 2161 3144
32 (125) 38 (125) 45 (148) 53 (174) 61 (200)

224 554 1038 1708 2502
55 (180) 60 (197) 68 (223) 77 (253) 86 (282)

252 599 1106 1800 -
70 (230) 74 (243) 80 (263) 89 (292)

217 - - - -
48 (157)
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estim.ated 3.4 billion dollars were spent in 1974 to drill 30, 000 wells

averaging 5, 133 feet (1565 rn) in depth.
6

Any technique as little used

as horizontal drilling is likely to be expensive, even if the procedures

involved are quite trivial.

However, the assumption is m.ade that the demand for long

horizontal drilling will increase substantially. Some of the factors which

support this asswnption are discussed in Section 1. 1.

In a more specific vein, the factors which lim.it the

application of horizontal drilling can be broken down in terms of:

1. ) Penetration capability.

2. ) Hole guidance accnracy.

3. ) Economics.

Factors which fall into the first category include the

torque and thrust capabilities of existing surface equipment and the

ability to transmit thrust and torque to the drilling bit. Only one piece

of equipment has been designed to perform long horizoptal rotary

drilling and it is questionable whether this piece of equipment (Koken

F S- 400) is a vailabIe in this country. The efficiency with which thrust

and torque can be transmitted to the drilling bit are limited by drill

pipe friction, a problem which is exacerbated by the buckling of the

drill pipe. Downhole motors have not yet proven to be an economical

solution to this problem in horizontal drilling.

Hole guidance accuracy is limited by the capabilities of

available survey. equipment and steering tools. At the present time

there are no survey tools available which can stay with the drill bit

while drilling horizontal holes and there are no devices available which

allow the drill to be steered remotely from the surface.
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Among the many factors which affect the economics of

horizontal drilling are the exces sive time required for guidance oper

ations, drill rod handling, and, in core drilling, core retrieval oper

ations.

There are, of course, other factors which limit horizontal

drilling applications, but the above factor s are particularly significant.

Fortunately, equipment will soon be available to eliminate or reduce the

effect of some factors. In some cases, equipment now 'used in other

applications can be adapted for horizontal drilling or, if the demand is

sufficient, experimental equipment can be made commercially available.

Finally, and again if demand is sufficient, new- equipment may be de signed.

2.4 Extending Horizontal Drilling Capabilities

Raise boring machines have thrust and torque specifications

which make them well suited for horizontal rotary drilling. With some

modifications, these machines could function as effective horizontal

rotary drilling machines.

Blast hole drilling rigs can be repackaged to function as

horizontal drilling rigs. Schramm, Inc. of West Chester, Pa. has

packaged standard blast hole drilling components into a configuration

suitable for horizontal drilling. This approach could be followed with

the equipment available from most blast hole drill manufacturers.

Drill pipe stabilizers which remain stationary while allowing

the drill pipe to turn are used in petroleum. drilling. This type of

stabilizer could be adapted to rotary drilling as a means of controlling

drill rod buckling ~hile acting as a bearing between the drill pipe and

hole. Stabilizers can be designed with an axial degree of freedom. to

reduce the effect of friction on thrust transmis sion.
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Several manufacturers are pursuing programs to develop

survey tools which can remain with the drill bit while drilling. Among

the companies known to be financing development in this area are Shell

Oil Co., Exxon, Ramond Precision (TELECO), and Gearhart Owen.

TelcoID, Inc. of Me Lean, Virginia has developed a cahlele ss telernetry

system which has been employed for horizontal dri lling in coal. Sperry

Sun and Scientific Drilling Controls, Inc. have real time, wireline survey

tools which are used in directional drilling. These devices could be rnade

available for horizontal drilling if demand were su ficient.

Gyro tools are available to survey holes within + I foot

(.31 In) per 1,000 feet (305 m.) drilled. At the present time, these

devices are better suited to surveying completed hofes than to serving

as a reference device in guided drilling. However, with some modifi

cation, they ITlight be adapted to the latter function.

A variable angle, remotely actuated steering tool is avail

a ble for ve rtical drilling. (Dyna - Flex, Dyna - Drill Division of Smith

International, Inc.) This tool might be adapted to horizontal "drilling.

At least one other rernote steering tool has been designed and success

fully operated on a proprietary horizontal drilling operation.

Rod handling ITlachines, such as the experimental device

developed by Jacobs Associates, are readily adaptable to horizontal

drilling procedures and should result in substantial time and cost savings.

Double tube, reverse circulation, continuous coring methods

have been used for hori~ontal drilling on the Seikan Tunnel Project.

(1,470 feet (448 m).) This technique is particularly promising as a

means of speeding up core drilling.

There is substantial potential for extending horizontal

drilling capabilities in terms of increasing penetration capability and

tninimizing the deviation of the hole from the desired trajectory.
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3. Planning Considerations

3. 1 Background

Geological investigation of proposed tunnel locations is

generally conducted in three phases. The initial phase is a geological

reconnaissance using available maps, aerial photography, and, on occasion,

radar or infrared scanning imagery. The purpose of this reconnaissance

is to obtain a gross indication of geologic conditions as a guide in sub

sequent investigations. The second phase of investigation is directed

toward determining the feasibility of a particular location. During this

phase alternative tunnel alignments are evaluated based on a comparison

of geologic conditions in the area of the proposed t\~nnel. Procedures

m.ay include core drilling' and/or geophysical studies, and collection

and laboratory examination of rock samples. Once a tunnel site has

been selected, the investigation enters the third phase. Studies conducted

in this stage are intended to assist in the final design and estimation of

the costs of the tunnel. It is asswned that the employment of long

horizontal penetration procedures would commonly be confined to the

third phase of the investigation. This asswnption is based primarily

on economic considerations. . Long horizontal penetration would Wldoubt

edly be the most costly element of the investigation and would therefore

be employed where the inforIIlation gained would be of maxiInwn benefit

i. e. along the actual tunnel aligmnent.

3. 2 Site Selection

Since long horizontal drilling would typically be eITlployed

after the tunnel route has been selected, the options available in selecting

the drilling site will be limited. When there is a degree of flexibility

in site selection, a primary consideration is to provide ample clearance

behind the surface equipment so that drill rods can be handled in the

maximum practical section length. The Jacobs Associates horizontal

drilling program (item 181 Table 2. 1) employed techniques to handle

drill rod in 1, 000 foot (3 05 m) sections, substantially decreasing the
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time required for drill rod handling. A second· consideration in site

selection is a ready supply of water for hole flushing.

3.3 Selection of a Drilling Method

The options available in selecting a state-of-the-art technique

for horizontal drilling are liInited. Long horiz ontal drilling is not a

common procedure. In all probability less than 10 horizontal holes

have been drilled beyond 4, 000 ft.. (1, 219 m) in length. The drilling

techniques which are defined as state-of-the-art include:

1. ) Diamond wireline core drilling.

2. ) Rotary drilling.

3. ) Down-hole motor drilling.

4. ) Down-hole percussive drilling.

However, the level of development of these techniques for horizontal

drilling applications varies markedly.

Diamond wireline core drilling techniques have been

employed most 9ften in horizontal drilling. None the less, long

horizontal drilling would represent an unusual job for any diamond

drilling contractor. In te rms of equipment capabilitie s, off- the - shelf

diamond drilling rigs can be used for horizontal drilling, but the ratio

of torque to thrust output for the rigs is not optimal for horizontal

applications.

Long horizontal rotary drilling with rolling cutter bits

has been confined to the Seikan Tunnel work (items 1 an d 12, Table 2. 1)

and degasification holes· in coal seams. (items 7, 15, and 17, Table 2.1)

If rotary drilling is em.ployed for a horizontal drilling project, a custom

made surface rig will probably have to be em.ployed.

Application of the down-hole motor to long horizontal

drilling has commonly been limited to drilling direction changes.
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In this application the utility of the down-hole motor is severely com

promised by the lack of a "real time" survey tool for horizontal drilling.

The use of the down-hole nn tor as the primary tool for advancing a

horizontal hole is limited by a pricing strategy which is geared to an

intermittent duty cycle. This pricing strategy is designed for the

requirements of directional drilling in the petroleum. field and its

application to a straight hole drilling case causes the economics of

down-hole motor drilling to become unattractive.

The Jacobs Associates horizontal drilling project has

been the only attempt to apply down-hole percussive d"rilling to long

horizontal drilling. (item 18, Table 2. 1) This project did not address

the problem of hole guidance. It is assum.ed Un t a down-hole motor

could be eluployed to control the direction of a hole drilled with a down

hole percussive drilL

Any long horizontal drilling project will involve some

degree of the development effort. In general, the amount of develop

ment effort necessary will be at a minimum for a project employing

diamond wireline core drilling and at a maximum when down-hole

percussive drilling is employed. The development necessary when

ernploying either of the other two drilling techniques will fall somewhere

between tIE se extreme s.

The above discussion of drilling method selection addresses

the general problem of horizontal drilling in rock and gouge.

For the specific case of horizontal drilling to investigate the geology

along a proposed tunnel aligmnent, it is unlikely that any drilling technique,

other than that of diamond wireJ.ine core drilling, will prove cost effective.

3.4 Drilling Costs

The economics of various drilling techniques in specific

horizontal applications can be evaluated using the model presented in
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Volwne II of this report.

planning purposes.

Table 2. 2 gives nominal estimates for

3. 5 Site Preparation

In addition to the specific procedures described for the

various drilling techniques elsewhere in this report, a concrete pad

will be required to ensure that the surface rig employed is properly

anchored. A second consideration is that the surface rig be aligned

accurately in azim.uth and elevation with the intended hole trajectory.
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4. Management Considerations

In theory, the prospective horizontal drilling custOIner has two

choices in conducting a horizontal drilling program. He can purchase

the required equipment, and hire the personnel required to perform the

job or, he can utilize a contractor to perform the job.

For any but the largest of horizontal drilling programs 1 the

economics of the situation will favor contracting the work. The capital

cost of the equipment, the scarcity of skilled personnel, and high

utilization requirements are the major factors influencing the economics

in favor of contracting.

There are several contractors ~th seIne experience in long

horizontal drilling with diam.ond core drilling equipment. (See AppendiX A)

However, it should be noted that horizontal drilling jobs are the ex

ception and they do not represent a substantial percentage of the con

tractors' work. Horizontal drilling by techniques other than diamond

core drilling will probably still be contracted, but the customer will

probably have to pay the capital cost for that equipment which is

peculiar to the horizontal drilling job. As the overall demand for

horizontal drilling increase s, one would expect to see more con-

tractors entering the field 1 and, with increased competition and higher

equipment utilization, the economic factors should shift even Inore in

favor of contracting the work. An increase in demand should also

result in a greater willingness on the part of equipm.ent m.anufacturers

to invest tiIne and m.oney into development of new equipm.ent and techniques.

If a decision is made to contract a horizontal drilling pro

gram, there are three basic formats which the contract may assume.

The advantages and disadvantages of each type of contract are discussed

briefly in the following paragraphs.

4-1



4. 1. 1 Lump Sum Contracts

The lumped awn contract calls for the com.pletion

of the hole at a fixed l?rice or fixed price per foot. The specified

price is to include all services and the contractor assumeS all risks.

Typically, this will be the most expensive type

of contract. Due to a gene ral lack of detailed knowledge about the

conditions which will be encountered while drilling, the contractor will

need to base his estimated costs on the worst possible situation. As

the quantity and quality of information about hole conditions increases,

the risk factor will dec rease and this type of contract should become

less expensive. However, since the purpose of the hole is to aid in

assessing ground conditions, this type of contract will probably rem.ain

the most expensive. The· exception to this might be- in the case of

multiple, closely spaced horizontal holes.

The lwnp sum. contract is seldom encountered

in horizontal drilling.

4. 1. 2 Mutual Risk Contract

The mutual risk type of contract takes a form.

similar to the lump sum contract except that it provides certain escape

clauses for the contractor. If no problems are encountered, the hole"

would be completed at a fixed cost or cost per foot. When problems

arise, however, the escape clauses come into effect and the fixed cost

per foot is supplemented by differing amounts depending on the problems

encountered. Difficulties which might be covered by escape clauses

could be exceptionally h~rd formations, unstable ground, excessive

ground water, etc.

This type of contract tends to be less expensive

than the lUI11p sum. type and requires less accurate data about ground
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conditions for realistic bidding.

horizontal drilling.

Mutual risk contracts are rare in

4. 1. 3 Time and Materials Contracts

In time and materials contracts, the contractor

supplies all equipment, supplies, and manpower to perform the job,

but aSSUIlles none of the risk. The total cost of the hole will depend

heavily on exactly what difficulties, if any, are encountered.

This type of contract tends to be the least

expensive of the three types and is preferred by most contractors.

4. 2 Contract Drilling Costs

The cost of drilling horizontal holes is composed of four

elements:

1.) Fixed costs,

2. ) Variable costs,

3. ) Indirect costs, and

4. ) Risk factor.

Each of these factors contributes to the total cost and the elements .of

each are discussed below.

4. 2. 1 Fixed Costs

Fixed costs include all expenses which will be

incurred regardless of the progress of the operation. These costs

would be composed of such items as depreciation, payroll, supplies,

insurance, etc. These costs will no rmally be lum.ped together as a

daily cost for rig operation.
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4. 2. 2 Variable Costs

Variable costs include those items which depend

on the hole and drilling progress. Such items as drill rod, drilling

fluid, grout, drill bits, etc. would be included under variable costs.

The better the information about hole and drilling

conditions, the better the estimate of variable costs will be.

4. 2.3 Indirect Costs

Indirect costs are unique to the contractor. These

costs will include the overhead and general and administrative costs

and are generally expressed as a percentage of the direct costs.

4.2.4 Risk Factor

The risk factor used by a contractor is based on

a nwnber of considerations. Among these are such things as experience

on comparable jobs, knowledge of the drilling conditions at the site,

risks to be assumed, and the competitive situation. In a lump sum

contract, the risk factor may comprise the largest single expense.
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Part II - Technical Discussion

5. Systems Analysis of Horizontal Drilling

The goal of Part II of this report is to de scribe and evaluate

procedures to (1) drill a horizontal hole which will meet specified

requirements and (2) to gather inform.ation on the rnaterial being drilled,

In the following sections, the specifications for the candidate procedures

are detailed, a functional analysis of the problem is conducted, and

c.andidate m.ethods are selected.

5. 1 Hole Specifications

The horizontal drilling procedure s de scribed in this study

should be capable of creating hole s within the following specifications:

(a)

(b)

. (c)

Hole Dim.ensions - Hole diameter s of 2 - 24

inches (51-610 mm) are to be considered.

The maximum hole lengths obtainable with

available techniques are evaluated within this

range of diameters.

~ccuracy - Guidance procedures are to be

etnployed to Ininirnize deviation of the hole

from the desired trajectory. Deviation must

be lirnited to ± 30 £t (9.1 m) to ensure that

the hole remains within the "area of interest"

for investigation of the tunnel alignment.

Material Drilled - Candidate drilling methods

must be capable of penetrating soft, medium,

and hard rock and gouge. For the purpose

of this study, rock hardness is defined in
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terms of the unconstrained uniaxial compressive

strength of the rock in the following manner:

Soft

Medium

Hard

< 8, 000 psi (55.2 x 106 N 1m2
)

8,000 - 22,000 psi

> 22,000 psi (151.7 x 106 N 1m2)

functions:

Gouge is made up of thoroughly crushed and

comminuted rock formed by the grinding

action which occurs through the movement

of the adjacent walls of a fault. Gouge

formed in the presence of water. generally

includes clay minerals and clay- size particles

of other rock minerals. Gouge is found in

large faults and minor subsid~ary fractures.

Normally gouge will deform. plastically and

under pressure it may squeeze into under

ground openings. For a more detailed

discussion of gouge materials, see ref

erence 7.

(d) Hole Life - The holes created by the pre

scribed procedure s are required to remain

open for up to one year. Metallic casing

cannot be us ed to maintain the hole opening

since it would interfere with some of the

survey techniques which are being contem

plated for the completed hole.

Procedures are evaluated for the following data gathering

(a) Cor e drilling and retrievaL
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(b)

(c)

Undisturbed sampling and retraction from

gouge.

In situ measurement of water permeability and

pressure.

5.2 Functional Description

5.2.1 Drilling the Hole

Any drilling system must perforIn certain functions to

accoITlplish the task of drilling a hole. These functions are required

whether the hole is to be vertical, angled, or horizontal. While hole

orientation does not alter the list of functions which make up the drilling

task, it does change the :variables which must be dealt with in per

forming the function.

Drilling a hole along a specified trajectory in

volves four tnajor functions:

1. Material disengagement

2. Transporting the disengaged material froIn the hole face

(Chip removal)

3. Ensuring that the hole remains open after the material

disengagem.ent device has passed. (Hole stabilization)

4. Guiding ,the ITlaterial disengagem.ent device along the

desired trajectory. (Guidance)

In the following sections these functions are defined

in more detail.
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5.2.1.1 Material Disengagem.ent

Drilling system.s are normally characterized

in terms of t~e material disengagement technique which they eTIlploy (i. e.,

diamond drilling, percussive drilling, etc.). Material disengagern.ent is

the proces 5 of breaking down the material being penetrated. In conventional

drilling techniques this involves breaking the material into a number of

small pieces or chips.

Regardless of the technique employed,

material disengagement requires the expenditure of en~rgy at the tool

rock interface. The efficiency of drilling techniques is evaluated on the

basis of the amount of energy expended relative to the volume of material

rem.oved. The energy expended by conventional techniques is a function

of the strength of the material drilled and the size of the chips produced.

Once a chip is created, it must be removed from the tool/rock interface

or it will be further divided or ground. This regrinding wastes energy

and reduces penetration rates. Therefore, the second major function

required in a drilling operation is chip removal.

5.2.1.2 Chip Removal

Chip removal normally involves two steps,

(1) flushing the chips from the tool/rock interface and (2) transporting

the chips out of the hole. This function is common to all conventional

rock drilling techniques.

5.2.1. 3 Hole Stabilization

Hole stabilization involves keeping the hole

open during the drilling operation and for a period of time after drilling

is completed.
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5.2.1.4 Guidance

Guidance involves two distinct functions,

defined as (1) survey and (2) steering. Survey procedures are used to

establish the trajectory of an existing length of hole. Steering is in

turn broken down into two functions, (a) maintaining the drilling assembly

on the desired hole trajectory and (b) directing the drilling assembly to

the desired trajectory when survey results indicate that a direction change

is required. Drill string stabilizing procedures (not to be confused with

hole stabilization procedures) are used to maintain a straight hole tra

jectory, deflection procedures are applied to m.ake a discrete direction

change, and variations of both procedures are used to drill a curved

trajectory.

5.2.2 Information Gathering

Som.e geological information can be gathered by

nlonitoring the drilling operation. Procedures for this are discussed

in Section 5.3. Descriptions of the specific information gathering method

ologies prescribed in Section 5.1 are presented in Section 6.

5.3 Procedures

5.3.1 Drilling the Hole

Figure 5.1 presents a flow diagraITl of a generalized

procedure which applies to all conventional Il1ethods of drilling a hori

zontal hole. As indicated in the diagram, hole size, hole length, and

the anticipated geology of the area to be drilled are prim.ary considerations

in selecting a drillingrnethod.

Having selected a drilling rn.ethod and obtained the

necessary equipJnent, the drilling operation begins with the setting up of

the equipm.ent. (Mobilization) An initial length of hole is drilled and cased

to provide a stable reference for subsequent drilling.
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Hole Diameter Hole Length

Figure 5.1 - Generalized Horizontal Drilling Procedure
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The drilling operation is broken down in terlTIS of

the activities involved. Drilling includes the functions of material dis

engagement and chip re:moval. These functions, along with hole stabili

zation and guidance, have been described in Section 5.2.1. Rod handling

includes adding sections to the drill string as the hole advances and

renloving and reinserting the entire drill string to (1) change worn

drilling bits, (2) change froIn a coring lllode to a full hole mode, and

vice versa, (3) correct hole stability problem.s, (4) change the drilling

as sernbly as a part of steering operations, and (5) perform fishing

activities.

Fishing activities are required when a system failure

occurs. Examples of such failures include, breaking the drill string

("twist off" etc.) and "sticking" the drill string. (An inability to turn

the drill string or Tn.ove it in or out of the hole.)

Equipment maintenance includes the preventative and

corrective nlaintenance required for the equipment being en1ployed.

5.3. 2 Information Gathering

In Section 1. 3 the type of geological inforlllation

a vailable prior to undertaking a horizontal penetration program is dis

cussed. Geological mapping and surface investigations can determine

rock types (relative percentages) and rock structure. Rock structure

inforlllation can include attitude of beds in sedilllentary formations,

attitude of folds ~ attitude and dimension of faults, and attitude and

frequency of fracture system.s. This inforITlation base will be modified

and added to by carefully ITlonitoring the drilling operation.

A qualitative evaluation of the strength of the

formation being drilled can be obtained by monitoring the relationship
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between the energy being applied to the drilling system (torque, thrust,

etc. ) and the resultant penetration rate.

The chips generated in the drilling operation can

be retrieved and exarnined to determine what minerals the formation is

made up of and to what degree, if any, alteration of the minerals has

taken place.

The coring mode of drilling accomplishes the dual

program. objectives of creating a hole a.nd gathering information simul

taneously,

A loss of circulation of the fluid being used to

flush rock debris from the hole gives an indication of formation porosity.

Hole stability problem.s or a lack of hole stability

problems give an indication of the existence of forxnation weathering, fault

zones, gouge zones, and a general indication of the competence of the

formation. (Competent formations will support an opening without artificial

support. )

The dip of the formation bedding planes and the

presence of fault zones and other formation anolmalies can be inferred

from their effect on hole trajectory.

Ground water conditions can also be determ.ined

during drilling operations by observing water outflow from the hole.

In summary, a great deal of geological information

can be obtained by monitoring the drilling operation. Specific method

ologies for the data gathering activities listed in Section 5. 1 are described

in Section 6.
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5. 4 Drilling Methods

5.4. 1 Prior State-of-the-Art Studies

There have been four reviews and evaluations

of the state- of-the-art of horizontal since 1968. However, only one

of these studies considered the use of ho rizontal drilling as a geologicc;Ll

investigation tool in planning and estimating tunnel construction.

Horizontal Boring Technology: A State-of-the-Art

Study is a report on the state-of-the-art of horizontal boring technology

for underground power transmission installations prepared by the Bureau

of Mines at the request of the Department of the Interior. 8 This report

has sections on rock penetrating methods and equipment and on borehole

survey and guidance. Brief descriptions of capabilities, procedure, and

available equipm.ent are included. Figure 5. 2 is from this report.

This figure presents a graphical evaluation of the horizontal rock pen

etration capabilities of various drilling methods. The report is dated

September 1968.

In 1972 Jacobs Associates of San Francisco

conducted a program under the sponsorship of the Advanced Research

Projects Agency on "Research In Long Hole Exploratory Drilling For

Rapid Excavation Underground. II The objective of this program was to

develop a drilling technique to sample from a horizontal hole up to

1, 000 ft. (305 m) in depth. It was antic ipated that the "sample borer"

would be employed in conjunction with a tunnel- boring machine during

operation. This requirement dictated a drilling technique with a rapid

penetration rate. It w~s further stipulated that only "moderately strong

rock II and "high strength rock" were to be considered. The report

def ined rocks in this range as having uniaxial compres sive strengths

from 10 J 000 to 3·0, 000 psi. (6. 9 x 107 to 20. 7 x 107 N / m 2) A Pha s e

I report was issued in April of 1972 which was in essence an evaluation

of techniques to determine which drilling methods should be employed

5-9



U1
I......
o

~

~------ ----]
Drag Diameter
bit 1 to 3 inche s (25 - 76 mrn)

I- _~~i~l~ng_ _ __ and ove r

-r--
.~

Percussive Diameter
Drilling 1 to 5' inches (25 - 127 mm)

-L
-.--

~IL

Roller
cutter Diameter
Drilling 1 to 26 inches (25 - 660 mm)

1---
~

Diarnond Diameter
Drilling 1 to 12 inches (1 - 305 mm)

1

...~ ,.
Machine Diameter
Tunneling 40 inches Unlimited

and over length
_....

(1016 mm) -
Ir

-,..,

. . , -

1j
M
Z
M
~
!:d
»
1-1
Ho
Z

~
M
t-j

:t
o
tl
(f).

o 500
(152)

11 000
(305 )

1, 500
(457)

2,000
(610)

2,500
(762)

Hole Length, feet (m.eters)

Rock Penetration from Horizontal Borin
_u _ tudy, Paone,ef. aL-, September 1



in a subsequent field test program.. 9 Rolling cutter bits, diamond

wireling coring, and down-hole percussive drilling were recom.m.ended

for the test program. The test results were presented in a Phase II

report dated October 1972. A down-hole percussive technique with

intermittent diamond coring was selected as the drilling method which

came closest to meeting the program requirements. The longest hole

drilled was 864 ft. (263 :m) long and 4 inches (102 m.m.) in dia:meter.

The results of this test are referenced elsewhere in this report with

regard to the particular methodologies employed. Of particular interest

is a novel method of handling 1, 000 ft. (305 m) of drill rod at up to

200 fpm (1. 01 rn/sec) which was developed and tested· during the

program.

In March 1973 Fennix and Scisson, Inc. of

Tulsa, Oklahoma reported on a Bureau of Mines contract on Advanced

Techniques for Drilling 1, 000 ft. Small Diameter Horizontal Holes in a

Coal Seam. 11 The goal of this contract was to "demonstrate in the

field the control devices and techniques applicable to drilling 3 -inch

. diameter, horizontal holes with enough accuracy to stay within a coal ..

seam and come within 30ft. of a designated point at a depth of 1, 000

ft. ,,11 There was no requirement for geological sampling. This report

included a state-of-the-art review of drilling long horizontal holes,

including discussions on equipment and m.ethods. The longest hole

drilled for this contract was a 1,102 ft. (336 rn) long. 3.5 inch (89rn.rn)

hole drilled with a rolling cutter bit and a custom built drilling rig.

The results of the Fennis and Scisson work are referenced elsewhere

in this report where they apply to particular m.ethodologies.

The Bureau ot'Mines has continued research on

horizontal drilling for coal degasification. The Bureau has now drilled

horiztonal holes up to 2, 126 ft. (648 m) in length. (As of Sept. 1975)

A Bureau of lv1ines Report of Investigation titled, Rotary Drilling of

Holes in Coal Beds for Degasification by Cervik, Fields, and Aul is

expected to be published in October, 1975. This document is intended

to se rye as a detailed horizontal drilling handbook for rotary drilling

in coal.
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4.

5.

In a May 1974 report, Fennix and Scisson, Inc.

presented the results of a study titled, Improved Subsurface Investigation

for Highway Tunnel Design and Construction. Volum.e 1. Subsurface

Investigation System. Planning.4 This report has a section on Horizontal

Long Hole Drilling which (1) reviews the state-of-the-art of long horizontal

drilling, (2) compares horizontal penetration techniques, and (3) discusses

the feasibility of drilling long horizontal holes. This report make s the

following selection of '-'best potential systems: II

liThe following are example s of rotary drilling

assemblies that have been or could be used to drill long horizontal holes

in soil and rock. To date, only assemblies A & B have been used to

successfully directionally drill a straight horizontal hole longer than

3,000 feet and only asseUlbly A has been used to qrill a horizontal hole

one mile long.

1. Existing Equip:ment and Technology Developed

A. Standard rotary non- coring assembly

1. Rotary bit designed for type and hardness of

material to be penetrated.

2. Stabilization designed for ·maximum. horizontal

and vertical directional control.

3. Non-magnetic survey assembly.

4. Rigid drill pipe to surface.

B.. Standard rotary wireline diamond cOJ;ing assembly

1. Rotary diall10nd coring bit.

2. Wireline coring asselllbly.

3. Reanling shells and stabilizers designed for

maximum vertical and horizontal directional

control.

Non-m.agnetic survey assembly. ";' .. ' .... " ".
"';;"'~"~'i.i\i"·~~·,,;~·,,,~:,';';W"'~':;"'«;li:.,

Rigid drill pipe to surface.
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c. Continuous coring assem.bly

1. Rotary dianlond coring bit.

2. Reaming shells and stabilizers designed

for maximum vertical and horizontal

directional control.

3. Non-magnetic survey assembly.

4. Rigid dual wall pipe to surface for

continuous ejected core.

D.

5. 4. 2

In-Hole Motor

1. Rotary bit designed for hardness of

material to be penetrated.

2. In-hole, positive displacement mud motor

with or without bent sub or bent housing.

3." Optional stabilization.

4. Non-magnetic survey assembly.

5. Rigid drill pipe to surface. ,,4

State-of-the-Art Horizontal Drilling Methods

Specific criteria for evaluating candidate horizontal

drilling methods are presented in Section 5. L The general criterion of

state-of-the-art is defined in the discussion which follows. Since the term

state-of-the-art implies techniques which are available and proven, state

of-the-art horizontal drilling methodology is defined in terms of available

production hardware and procedures which have been proven in horizontal

drilling applications. Custom equipment, proprietary or government

sponsored experimental equipment and the procedures associated with its

use, and production equipment which has not been applied to horizontal

drilling are not consid~red state-of-the-art. However, custOITl, exper

imental, and conceptual equipnent and procedures, as well as the mod

ification of available production equipment to function in horizontal drill

ing, will be discussed in relation to IInext generation n drilling capabilities.
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On the basis of the above criteria, the following tech

niques are considered state-of-the-art horizontal drilling methods:

(1) Diamond wireline core drilling.

(2) Rotary drilling (with rolling cutter bits)

(3) Down-hole motor drilling.

(4) Down- hole percus sive drilling.

This list does not include several of the horizontal penetration techniques

which have been proposed in prior studies. The reasons for this are as

follows. Rotary drilling with drag bits, discus sed in reference 8 (See

Figure 5. 2), is eliminated fvom consideration because drag bits are

limited to applications in soils and soft rock. Machine tunneling, which

is also evaluated in reference 8 (See Figure 5. 2), is, of course, not a

drilling technique and produces holes of far greater diameter than the

sizes considered in this study. The continuous coring technique,

suggested in the May 1974 Fennis and Scisson report, is not considered

state-of-the-art because, as noted in that report, 'ISO far as is known,

this technique has not as yet been adapted to drilling horizontal holes. ,,4

Evidence of one such application has in fact been obtained (See Item 11,

Table 2. 1) but the details available on this work are too sketchy to support

consideration of the technique as state-of-the-art horizontal drilling m.ethod.

This technique is discussed in detail in Section 6 as a promising next

generation drilling and information gathering method.

The four candidate drilling methods all fit the general

ized flow diagram. of Figure 5.1. However, only diaITIond wireline core

drilling is able to create a hole and gather cores simultaneously. If one of

the other three techniques is to be e1TI.ployed, and core saITlples are needed,

the drilling asseITIbly 1TI.ust be replaced by a coring asse1TI.bly when cores

are taken. This increases the amount of drill rod handling required for these

techniques.
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In the following section, horizontal drilling method

ology is described in detail and the capabilities of the state-of-the-art of

horizontal drilling are assessed.
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6. Horizontal Drilling Methodology

6.1 Drilling Methods

6.1.1 Diamond Wireline Core Drilling

Diam.ond core drilling is an attritive material dis

engagement in which rock is ground away by abrasive action. The drill

bit is made up of diamonds set in a matrix material. The bit cuts an

annulus in the rock, leaving a central core which is collected in a core

barrel as the bit advances. The core barrel is retrieved when it becon"les

full. The procedure is depicted in Figure 6. 1 and Figures 6. 2 thru 6. 5

illustrate wire line drilling equipment.

There are in fact two methods of dian10nd core

drilling. In conventional core drilling the core barrel is attached to the

end of the drill string, requiring that the entire drill string be withdrawn

from the hole to recover the core and install an empty core barreL In

wireline core drilling, the core barrels are pUITlped down the center of

the drill string and retrieved on a wireline when they are full. Since

wireline core drilling does not require that the drill string be pulled

froITI the hole when cores are recovered it is clearly the preferred

ITlethod for drilling long holes.

A s noted previously, dianlond core drilling is the

only candidate, drilling n1ethod which creates a hole and provides core

satnples SilTIultaneously. There are full hole diamond bits, however J

the full hole bits give lower penetration rates and higher bit costs

than core bits of the same outside diameter. 9

Dian10nd wireline core drilling is eIT1ployed in both

the ruining and petroleum drilling fields. Wireline core drilling in the

mining field involves cOn1plete drilling systellls from surface rigs to bits.

6-1



In the petroleum industry, wireline core drilling is employed as a

technique for obtaining intermittent core samples, from a. hole which

is being drilled pritnarily by rolling cutter bits. Wireline equipment

for petroleum drilling includes bits and core barrels rather than

complete drilling systems, and is made for much larger hole diameters

than wireline equipment for mining applications. Generally, the two

fields involve an entirely different list of equipznent m.anufacturers

and contractors. Christensen Diamond Products Co. of Salt Lake

City, Utah is one of the few companies involved in both fields.

The discussion which follows applies to diamond wireline

core drilling with what. is generally termed mining or exploration equip-

ment. Procedures applied to petroleurn drilling are discussed in Section 6.6.

6.1.1.1 Operating Procedures

Diarnond wireline core drilling procedures are

illustrated schematically in Figure 6.1. The general procedural diagram

of Figure 5.1 applies to wireline core drilling and all other conventional

techniques. The drill must be aligned with a level or transit and firmly

anchored in place. A concrete pad should be constructed to suppe:>rt the

surface rig. An initial length of hole is drilled and cased to bedrock to

provide a secure and accurate starting point and a stuffing box is attached

to the casing to control the flow of the drilling fluid.

As the bit advances, the ITlaterial disengaged

by the bit is flushed frorn the hole. Water and drilling muds have been

used for chip removal in horizontal wireline core drilling. The drilling

fluid is pumped down the center of the drill string to the bit, where it

washes the hole face and carries the rock debris out of the hole through

the annular space between the hole wall and the outside of the drill rods.

New sections of drill rod are added as the hole advances. When the hole

has advanced far enough to fill the core barrel, a device called an over

shot is pUITlped d9wn the drill string where it latches on to the core

barrel. The core barrel is then retrieved on a wireline attached to the

overshot, and an ernpty core barrel is run down the drill string.
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The drill string is pulled from the hole to

replace the bit when it becomes worn.

6.1. 1.2 Equipment

A general equipInent and materials list for

diamond wireline core drilling is presented in Table 6.1. The following

discussion describes the primary elernents of the drilling system, namely,

(1) the drill rig, (2) drill rod, (3) overshot and core barrel assemblies,

and (4) bits. (Figures 6.2 thru 6.5)

Typical diamond core drilling rigs rnay be

powered by gasoline or diesel engines, compressed air, or electric

motors. The swivel head rotates 3600 and has either a manual or

hydraulic (automatic) chuck. The drill rods pas s thru the chuck and a

water swivel is attached to the outboard end of the rod. This swivel is

removed and reinstalled when drill rod sections are added. The drill

string is gripped by the chuck, the chuck is driven forward by a pair

of hydraulic cylinders, the chuck disengages froIn the rod and is re

tracted by the cylinders, and the cycle is repeated. A diamond drilling

rig is illustrated in Figure 6.2.

A letter code designation is used to indi:"

cate compatible systeIlls of down- hole wir eline equipITlent. The first letter

of the codes refers to the outside diaIneter of the hole produced by a given

series. A table of hole outside diameters corresponding to the letter

designation codes is presented in Table 6.2. The equipment discussion

which follow s will refer, to equipment size s by these letter de signations.

Wireline drill rods are available in the A

to P sizes and in-S, 10, and 20 foot (1.5, 3.1, 6.1'm) lengths. The

newer designs used cold drawn seamless steel tubing for the rod body

with alloy steel sections added at each end for the male (pin) and female

(box) thread connections.
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Table 6.1 - General Equipment and Materials List for DiaITlond
Wireline Core Drilling

Item Description

(a) Drill

(b) Circulating PUInp

(c) Supply pump

(d) Hydraulic Ram

(e) Generator and Lights

(f) Mud Tanks

(g) Mud Mixer

(h) Core barrel as sernbly

(i) Overshot assembly

(j) Wireline

(k) Drill rod

(1) Outer core barrel tube

(rn) Inner core barrel tube

(n) Survey instrument

(0) Diamond core bits and
reaming shells

(p) Drilling mud

(q) Grout
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Table 6. 2 - DiaInond Core Drilling Hole Dim.ensions

Size Hole Diameter

Inches nun

R 1. 175 29.8

E 1.485 37. 7

A 1.890 48.0

B 2.360 60.0

N 2.980 75. 7

H 3. 782 -3. 907 96.0 -99. 2

P 4.827 122.6
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Wireline core barrels and overshots are

available in the A tb.ru P sizes. The core barrels COTIle In 5, 10, 15,

and 20 foot (1. 5, 3.1, 4.6, 6.1 ITl) lengths. An N size overshot and

core barrel are illustrated in Figures 6.3 and 6.4 re spectively.

A diarnond coring bit is illustrated in

Figure 6.5. Most exploratory drilling and all long horizontal drilling

has been done with bits in the A to N sizes. However, wireline bits

up to P size are available. As noted previously, the bits used in

petroleuITl applications are much larger, running to 12.25 inches (311 mm)

outside diarneter.

Diamond wireline drilling equipment m.anu

facturers and drilling contractors are listed in Appendix A. Among the

major U. S. equiprnent manufacturers are Acker Drill Company, Inc.

and Sprague and Henwood Inc., both of Scranton, Pennsylvania, Boyles

Operations of Ontario, Canada, Christensen Diam.ond Products of Salt

Lake City, Utah, Joy Manufacturing Co. of Clarem.ont, New Hampshire,

and Longyear Company of Minneapolis, Minnesota. Am.ong the contractors,

Longyear Co., Boyles Bros. Drilling Co. of Salt Lake City, Utah,

Reynolds Electrical and Engineering Co. of Las Vegas, Nevada, and

Sprague and Henwood have experience in long horizontal core drilling.

6.1.1. 3 Capabilitie s

Ideally, the horizontal penetration capa

bility of diamond wireline core drilling could be determined by cOITlparing

bit thrust and torque requirements with surface rig thrust and torque

outputs on the basis of the efficiency with which energy is transm.itted

from the rig to the bit. Unfortunately, data is not available on energy

transmis sion efficiency in horizontal drilling and procedure s have not

been developed t,o calculate such data. Therefore, energy transmis sion

efficiency must be inferred from case histories and educated gues sese
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f1

• Weighs less than one pound (.45 kg)

•• Use locking sleeve for lowering in dry holes only. It must be removed when hoisting inner
tube.

* Note: NQ-U overshot must also be ordered for use with above kit. See page 16 Section I-A.

• Not generally carried in stock

3.5 1.6
2.5 1.1

17.7 8.0

2.1 .9

33,5 15.1

24.8 11.3

1
1 4.2 1.9
1
1
1
2 10 .5

No UnitWt
Req'd Lb. KG

25987 Cable Clamp
25988 Wire Rope Thimble
25991 Eye Bolt
25990 Cable Swivel Collar
25986 Needle Thrust Bearing
25985 Castle Nut
Coml Cotter Pin 3/32" X 3/4"
17447 Grease Fitting
27477 Body
22917 Hex Stop Nut 112-13 Unc
20013 Jar Tube
14653 Jar Head
15965 Locking Sleeve
14654 Jar Staff Assy
15371 For Spare Or Replacement Shear Pins
27747 Machine Screw 1/4-20 Unc 3/8 Lg
26608 Overshot Head
15373 Lifting Dog Spring
25980 Pivot Pin Lifting Dog
24307 Spring Pin 1/4" Dia X 2 In Lg
14651 Lifting Dog

*.26108 NQ-U Conversion Kit

Part
Item Number Name of Part

15
16
17
18
19
20

01-20 28033 Complete Overshot Assy
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14

The NO Core Barrel can be easily converted to an NO-U Core Barrel by
means of an NQ-U Conversion Kit, The Kit comes assembled, ready for
installation. Only the ball check spring, ball, locking coupling and drive
coupling come as separate components. Order kit part number:

NQ Overshot Assembly

NQ- U Conversion Kit

Figure 6. 3 NQ Overshot Assembly
(Courtesy, Acker Drill Company, Inc.
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OPTIONAL ACCESSORY EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS
(not shown)

• Weighs less than one pound (.45 kgl

CHROME PLATING. Hardness is 9 Moh's scale. To order, add "CP" to Core Barrel part
number and specify "chrome plated" with:

21372 OUTER TUBE. 18" 1.46 ml an outer surface at both ends, 1/16" 11.6 mml from
each end..004" (,1 mm) thick.
21833 INNER TUBE. Entire inner surface, .002" - .004" (,05-.1 mm) thick

NQ Wire Line
Part No. UnitWt.

Item Number Name of Part Req'd lb•. KG.

01-45 24907 Core Barrel Assy 5-Ft 95 43.0
01-45 24876 Core Barrel Assy 10-Ft 139 62.9
01-45 24911 Core Barrel Assy 15-Ft 183 82.9
01-33 24908 Inner Tube Assy 5-Ft 38 17.1
01-33 24877 Inner Tube Assy 10-Ft 47 21.4
01-33 24912 Inner Tube Assy 15-Ft 56 25.4
01-20 24878 Head Assy 21 9.5
01 24879 Spearhead 1 1.2 .6
02 24880 Case Latch Retracting 1 3.5 1.6
03 24305 Pin Spring 1/2 In Dia X 2 In Lg 2
04 24881 Spring 1
05 24882 Latch 2
06 24548 Pin Spring 1/2 In Dia X 1 1/2 In Lg 1
07 24883 Support Latch 1
08 22646 Pin Spring 1/4 In Dia X 1 1/2 In Lg 1
09 24884 Body Latch 1 6.1 2.8
10 24885 Nut Lock 1

"
24886 Spindle Assy 1 3.1 1.4

12 24887 Valve Shut-Off 2
13 24888 Washer Valve-Adjusting 2
14 24312 Bearing Ball Thrust 1
15 24889 Bearing Spindle 1 1.6 .7
16 24313 Spring Compression 1
17 24314 Nut Self-Locking 1
18 24890 Cap Inner Tube 1 3.2 1.5
19 17447 Grease Fitting Hydraulic 1
20 18298 Bearing Hanger 1
30 24909 Tube Inner 5-Ft 1 12.3 5.6
30 24891 Tube Inner 10-Ft 1 24.5 11.1
30 24913 Tube Inner 15-Ft 1 36.8 16.7
31 24892 Case Core Lifter 1
32 24893 Ring Stop 1
33 24894 Lifter Core 1
40 24895 Coupling Locking 1 5.8 2.6
41 24896 Coupling Adapter 1 3.6 1.6
42 24897 Ring Landing 1
43 24910 Tube Outer 5-Ft 1 44 20.0
43 24898 Tube Outer 10-Ft 1 79 35.9
43 24914 Tube Outer 15-Ft 1 114 51.8
44 24899 Stabilizer Inner Tube 1
45 24900 Protector Thread 1 4.0 1.8

2 3.0 1.424315 Wrench 2 In Open-End
24901 Blank Reaming Shell NO

NQ-U Conversion Kit (See Reverse Side)

Figure 6.4
(Courtesy,

_ NO Wireline Core Barrel
Acker Drill Company, Inc.)
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KICKER STONES

0.0. GAGE STONES

1.0. GAGE STONES

I.D. BROACH MARKS (INSIDE)

WATERWAY

REINFORCEMENT

Figure 6.5 - Diamond Core Bit
(Courtesy, Christensen Diarn.ond Products)
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N om.inal thrust requirem.ents for diamond

coring bits can be obtained frornmanufacturers I data
13

and corresponding

torque requireITlents can be derived from. analytical or em.pirical relation

ships. This has been done and the results are plotted as a function of

bit size in Figures 6.6 and 6.7. Representative drill rig specifications

have been obtained from. manufacturers and are given in Table 6.3.

Drill rig manufacturers are not consistant in terms of the specifications

which they provide so sorne om.issions are evident in this Table. Most

of the listed rig s are available with a variety of power plant options

so the table lists the rnaxhnurn horsepower unit quoted in the company

literature. The manufacturer s do not list torque specifications for the

rigs, therefore the figure in the table is derived from the maximum

power plant output. This procedure can be expected to substantially

overrate torque output. Torque is listed for 400 rpm. which is a nominal

recom.rn.ended bit speed for N size bits.

The horizontal drilling being carried on by

the AEC at the Mercury, Nevada test site (item. 4, Table 2.1) is the only

sustained, well documented program of horizontal diam.ond wireline core

drilling which has been conducted. This work is being performed in

very soft (1,500 - 2,000 psi com.pressive strength) formations. Horizontal

wireline drilling in harder materials (iterns 2, 3, and 5; Table 2.1) has

been privately funded and the data on this work is very lirnited. The

Longyear 44 drill has been used to drill 4,000 foot horizontal holes

(items 2 and 3, Table 2.1) and Longyear Co. personnel are of the

opinion that the unit is capable of drilling to 5,000 feet horizontally In
. 1 14cornpetent materIa s.

The thrust necessary tom.ove the drill

string is proportional to f x w where:

f = effective coefficient of friction

w = effective drill string weight.

6-12



40

30

Thrust ver sus Bit Size

for Dia:mond Coring Bits

7

8

1

6 NX
rI) . I
.a I..-t

0 Hard Form.ations I
0 5 I0
.-l

..
~OZ~

-1"'1
j:Q

~ 4 BX
0
00 0

...., .-l

til ---::J
J.t

..d
E-i 3

AX

Soft Fo rmations 10
Z EX

z 3

Bit Outside Diameter, inches

Figure 6.6 - Coring Bit Thrust Require:ments

6-13



(m.illirnete r s)

400

500

450

Torque versus Bit Size for
Diamond Coring Bits

350

300

250
NX 350.ti

~

x
.; (/J

r:: 300'+-of 0
.. :,:;:
~ trJ
•..c

200 fCQ

d 4.,0 250 S
0

~
'7:1 ~
J..,:; :g Zcr

J...l 0 -
0 150 0:::

E-i ~ 200
rr:t

/vii
~o

~ 150
100 v.?

- 100

50

50

2 3
Bit Outside Diameter, inches

Figure 6.7 - Coring Bit Torque Requirements

6-14



":f .."·~ Lf 6. ~1 - Di a :nl) n~ D~"~11·j r4i~. ,r:,1.g ~:pe l.. ·;.fJ ~ CDS

33 J'T.P" (~asol£.n{":

16,800 (74,726)

Manufacture r

M,)del

Power Dnll:

Thrust at 1,000 psi,1b (N)

Acker

Uark ITT HiUt'J.lly

52., 7 ~'l.}). Ga-soline

15,700 (69,8>1)

Bo/les OpeJ.'atlcl)"S

BBS-56

11 J I; ? G'1.scli',e

j!JJ

2Z-SHD

3:; H.P, Ga~;oline

16,780 (74, (37)

Longy",ar

44

(,0 F.P. Di" f,'d

~22,0·~)Q (9"7, 8~S

Spragu~' &

40 CL

,- ~-~-----~--,---- -----------'-~-----------,

Henwood i TiFe Tier", I Tone I

I Aacdvark 125 I TEL ZC

ItZ! H 0" Dbc] 1'0 R"P. Electr"

5,000 (22,240) I

387 ,(525)

Tracked

Horizontal

186 (4724)

96 (2438)

72 (1829)

19,860 (88,471) I 4,850 (21,573)

2,500 (3390)

11 it (3353)

Skid

24 (610)

360 0

433 (587)

104 (2642)

46 (1168)

56 (1422)

2,900 (12,899)

788 (1069j

24,30 (610, 762) i 24 (610)

360 0 : %00

I
i

140 (3556) 1 lOB (2743)

54 (1372) I 46 (11 68)

- 66 (1676)

4,400 (19,571) -

Skid Skid

565 (766)

3600

24-40 (00-1016)

1,326 (1798)

100 (2540)

40 (1016)

64 (1626)

2,630 (11,698)

Skid

360 0

24.36 (610·91-1)

692 (938)

LSkid I r J . I ----'_____-1.- _

Torque at 400 RPM,

ft. lb. ( N . m)

cr--
Stroke, in. (nun),....

U1

Angle Range

Dimensions:

Length, in. (rn.rn)

Width

Height

Weight, lb (N)

Mounting



The torque required to turn the string is proportional to Op 5 D x f x w

where D equals the hole diameter.

Figure 6.8 plots the ratio of thrust to

torque output required to overcome drill string friction against hole

size. The output ratios for the drill rigs listed in Table 6.3 are also

included on the plot. This indicates that, for horizontal applications,

available surface rigs are torque li:mited rather than thrust limited. If

the rig torque outputs from Table 6.3 are compared w.ith the drill rod

data of Table 6.4, it is also clear that penetration capability is surface

rig limited rather than drill string limited. This agrees with the

as sumptions of drilling contractors. 14

If the m.anufacturer's assessment that the

Longyear 44 tnachine is capable of drilling holes to 5,000 ft (1524 lTI)

in the B size is accepted, then the capabilities of other machines can

be inferred by comparing their output to the Longyear machine. This

suggests that the Boyles BBS- 56 machine IS capable of drilling to 9,200 ft

(2804m). However, the total horizontal drilling task involves many more

variables than surface rig torque output. Based upon available data and

detailed interviews with drilling contractors and equiprnentmanufacturers

5, 000 £t (1, 524 m) appears to be a reasonable assessment of the rnax

imwn penetration capability of state-of-the-art wireline core drilling

equiplIlent for a B size bit.

The lower limit on hole size is determined by

the 1. 75 inch (44.5 lllm) outside diall1etcr of available hole survey tools.

These devices cannot be run in rods smaller than B size (1.8125 inch

(46 mm) inside diameter). DiaITlond wireli.re drilling is not conunon in

sizes above N, prim.arily due to cost considerations. }\vailable equip-

m.ent in the larger Hand P sizes is limited and the equipment has not

-been applied to long horizontal drillinf[. Therefore;, the N size should be

considered the upper limit for diamond wireline core drilling.
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TABLE 6.4

DroLL ROD DATA

I

OD, (nun) ID, in. (nun) MiniInum Maximum
I

Size in.
Yield Torque, i

Strength, 2 Ft. lb.
psi ( N 1m ) (N · m)

AQ 1.75 (44.5) 1.438 (36.5) 15.000 716 (971 )
(103,425, 000)·

BQ 2~1875 (55.6) 1.875 (47.6) 15,000 1182 (1603 )
(103,425,000) I

I

NQ 2.75 (69.9) 2.4375(61.9) 15,000 I 1954 (2650)
(103,425, 000)

I

I
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State-of-the-art penetration capabilities

are illustrated graphically in Figure 6.9. The penetration capability

for the N size was determined from the simplified assumption energy

transmis sian efficiency will be reduced in proportion to drill rod weight

for a fixed drill rig output.

6.1.2 Rotary Drilling (Rolling Cutter Bits)

Rotary drilling techniques were de'veloped primarily

for drilling petroleum wells but they are now also widel'y used in bib-It ...

hole drilling. A typical rotary drilling setup for vertica.l drilling i8

illustrated in Figure 6.10. Note that the bit thrust "is generated by the

heavy collars which make up the drill string immediately a bove the bit.

The drill collar weight exceeds bit thrust requirements so that the drill

pipe portion of the drill string is always in tension. When rotary

drilling techniques are applied to horizontal drilling two factors are

inunediately apparent. (See Figure 6.11.) First, the bit thrust must

now be applied to the bit by the surface drilling unit and second, the

entire drill string is now in compression. These two facts are the

primary reasons that preclude "turning petroleum technology on ite

side'; to drill long horizontal holes.

To apply rotary drilling techniques to horizontal

drilling (1) drill rigs must be developed which have the capability of

providing the necessary thrust forces to the drill string and (2) pro

cedures and equipment must be developed to minimize drill string

buckling. Very little w.ork has been done in either area.

With rolling cutter bits, material disengagement

is accomplished ~ith a crushing action. Heavy thrust and continuous

rotation are applied to the bit, causing the bit teeth to crush and

fragment the rock. In similar materials, the thrust and torque
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required for rolling cutter bits far exceeds that required for diaInond

bits of the sarne diameter. Rolling cutter bits are available for materials

ranging from very soft to very hard. (See Figures 6. 12 and 6. 13)

Rolling cutter bits are generally full hole bits.

Some effort has been made to develop rolling cutter coring bits, but

these efforts have been largely experimental and they have not been
15

applied to horizontAl drilling. The use of rolling cutter bits for

coring is discussed further in Section 6.6.

6.1.2.1 Operating Procedures

The procedures employed in horizontal

rotary drilling are similar to the procedures employed in horizontal

wireline core drilling. The only significant difference between the two

tecrilliques, in a procedural sense, is that rotary drilling does not in

clude coring procedures. If coring is required in horizontal rotary

drilling, diam.ond coring techniques must be employed for the length of

hole where cores are needed.

Air, water, and drilling mud are used as

chip reITloval fluids in vertical rotary drilling but water or drilling ITlud

would be Inore likely in horizontal applications.

6.1.2.2 EquipInent

An equipInent and Inaterials list for hori

zontal rotary drilling is presented in Table 6.5. The following dis

cussion concerns drilling rigs and bits.

There is only one drilling rig made

. specifically for long horizontal rotary drilling. This unit is the Koken

FS400manufactured by Koken Boring Co., Ltd. of Tokyo, Japan.
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Table 6.5 - General Equipnlent and Materials List for
Horizontal Rotary Drilling

Ite"m Description

(a) Drill

(b) Survey collars

(c) Circulating pump

(d) Supply pUInp

(e) Hydraulic RaIn

(f) . Generator and Lights'

(g) Mud tanks

(h) Mud rnixe r

(i) D rill rod

(j) Survey instrument

(k) Rolling cutter bits

(1) Drilling lTIud

(:m) Grout
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Specifications for this unit are listed in Table 6. 6. Two applications

of the unit are listed in Table 2. 1. (Items 1 and 12). Problems en

countered in attempting to obtain detailed infounation on this. rig suggest

that it may not be readily available.

Horizontal rotary drilling in the United

States has been liInited to soft (coal) and very soft nlaterials. (See

Table 2.1.) Heavy duty diamond drilling rigs or customm.ade rigs have

been used in most of this work. (Item.s 7, 15, and 17, Table 2. 1. )

None of these units have thrust and torque capabilities compatible with

rotary drilling in harder materials.

Raise boring ·machines have been suggested

as candidate drilling rigs for horizontal drilling rock. 16 Specifications

for a Dresser Model 300 raise borer are included in Table 6.6. This

unit is rnanufactured by the Mining Services and Equipn"lent Division of

Dresser Industries, Inc., Dallas, Texas. Other raise boring rna chine

manufacturers are listed in Appendix 1. Raise borers would require

modification in order to be used as horizontal rotary drilling machines,

and a development effort would be required in order to develop pro

cedures for their use.. However, they are strong candidates for "next

generation" horizontal rotary drilling. Rotary blast hole drilling rigs can

also be "repackaged" to perform as horizontal rotary drilling m.achines.

There is a class of equipm.ent which has

been developed· for boring small utility tunnels beneath streets, highways,

railways, and other structures where cut-and-cover techniques are not
17

practical. This equipment is used to bore in rock with boring heads

which eInploy toothe~ rolling cutter bits. State-of-the-art efforts in this

field have been lim.ited to lengths under 500 ft (152 In) and diameters from
17

15 to 72 inches (381 - 1829 mm) The equiprnent used in this field may

also be adapta1;lle for drilling long horizontal holes in smaller diameters.

Rolling cutter bits are available in diameters

from 3.75 to .26 inches (95 - 660mrn.).
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Table 6. 6 - Rotary Drilling Rig Specifications

Manufacturer

Model

Dresser
Koken Boring Machine' Industrie s

FS-400 300

Power Unit

Thrust, lb (N)

Pull, lb (N)

Torque, ft -lb
(N-m)

Stroke, ft (m)

Angle Range

Dimensions

Height, ft (rn)

Width

Length

Weight, Ib (N)

400 H. P. Electric

88 J 000 (391 J 424)

110,000 (489,280)

16,420 (22,266)
0 ...50 rpm

18.4 (5.6)

Horizontal

6.2 (1.9)

5.1 (1.6)

35.9 (10.9)

28, 600 (127, 213)

75 H. P. Electric

90,000 (400,320)

180,000 (800,640)

22,000 - 6565
(29,832 - 8902)

o RPM - 60 RPM

90 0 to 20 0

(90 0 :! Vertical)

9.4 (2. 86)

3. 58 (1.09)

9.83 (3.02)

15, 300 (68, 054)

i:~ .'J,!

f:C.I • ·.f :-~
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Bits ITlay be of the n"lilled- tooth type (Figur e

6.12) or the insert type (Figure 6.13) n"lilled-tooth cutters are n"lanufactured

fron"l heat-treated alloy steels in which rows of teeth have been cut froITl

the outside of a cone. Milled-tooth cutters generally are liITlited to rocks

in the soft to n"lediun"l- hard range. The ITlilled- tooth cutter is generally

n"luch cheaper than a cOITlparable insert cutter.

Insert cutters consist of a serIes of tungsten

carbide inserts pressed into a cutter cone. The greater operating life

of the insert cutter can frequently give it an econoITlic advantage over

thernilled tooth cutter, particularly in harder ITlaterials.

Rolling cutter bit ITlanufacturers are listed

in Appendix A. Listings of n"lanufacturers supplying other rotary drilling

supplies can be found by consulting the references noted in Appendix A.

6.1.2.3 Capabilities

In rotary drilling with rolling cutter bits,

the requiren"lent to be able to drill hard rock establishes a lower liITlit on

hole size. The following observation was n"lade concerning drilling hard

rock with rolling cutter bits in the Jacobs Associates prograITl:

IrDrilling could not be accomplished in

the hard rock at the Aromas site with the 4-1/4 in., three- cone steel

tooth bit because it was iITlpoS sible to apply sufficient thrust. The drill

rig is li1nited to about 15,000 Ib ITlaxin"luITl thrust, as are ITlost of the

available sITlall rotary rigs designed priITlarily for diaITlond drilling.

There was no way to n"leasure the net thrust achieved at the bit through

the rather flexible drill rod. It is believed to have been les s than half

the ITlinirnurn 20,000 lb required for this bit size in rotary drilling in

hard rock. As a result of this it can be concluded that it will not be

economical to design a drilling method using rolling cutter bits for
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9" "Rotablast" Type S
rock bit

Figure 6.12 - Milled-Tooth Rolling Cutter Bit
(Courtesy, Hughes Tool Co.)
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9'03" "Rotablast" Type HH 77
rock bit

Figure 6. 13 - Ins ert Rolling Cutter Bit
(Courtesy, Hughes Tool Co.)
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horizontal holes more than 100 ft deep with a bit smaller than 7 in.

Rods for smaller hole sizes will be too limber. II 12

In addition to the probleITl of drill rod

stiffness noted above, the life of rolling cutter bits for hard rock IS

liITlited by the bearing capacity which can be built into the bits as size

is decreased. Williamson reported a bit life of "several inches II in

trying to drill hard abrasive rock with a 4.25 inch (l08ITlITl) roller bit. IO

Typically, roller bits designed for hard rock are above 6 inches (152 mm)

in diameter. For exarnple, Hughes blast hole bit catalog does not list

tungsten carbide bits below 6.75 inches (172 ITlITl) in diameter.18 The

improvement in roller bit econo:rny with size is evident in one reference

which notes a 50 percent improvement in bit econoITlY in going from a

6.25 inch (159 mITl) diameter bit to a 9 inch (229mm) diaITleter bit in

blast hole applications.9 In the petroleum industry the 7.875 (200 mill)

and 8.5 inch (216 illm) diameter bit sizes are most common. 19 In this

case the economies of smaller casing apparently outweigh the econoITlies

of larger bit sizes. In blast hole applications casing is not a requirement.

In order to accormnodate the range of rock strengths anticipated in drilling

along tunnel alignments, a 6.75 inch (172 mITl) diau"leter hole size is

recoIT1.ITlended as the ITliniITluITl for horizontal rotary drilling.

The upper limit on hole size and the

penetration capabilities of horizontal rotary drilling are limited by the

available surface rigs. NOITlinal bit thrust and torque require:rnents for

rolling cutter bits are presented in Figures 6.14 and 6.15. A cOITlparison

of the bit thrust requireITlents with the thrust output of the diamond

drilling rigs listed in Table 6.3 indicates why diamond drilling rigs are

not suitable as horizontal rotary drilling rigs for harder m.aterials. In

addition, the rotational speed and torque output of the diaITlond rigs are

not suited to rolling cutter bits.
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.' The performance parameters of the Koken

rig (Table 6.6) are suited to the requireTIlents of rolling cutter bits.

However, as in the case of diamond core drilling, there is no data

available on the efficiency at which the output of the drilling rig is

transTIlitted to the drill bit in horizontal drilling. The Koken TIlachine

is rated by the manufacturer to have a horizontal penetration capability

of 6,600 it (2000 TIl) when applied to rotary drilling~O Available information

indicates that the rig has been used to drill a 6.75 in. (171TIlTIl) hole to

5,300 £t (1615 rn) in softrnaterials.
4

The Inanufacturer's asseSSTIlent of

penetration capability appears quite optimistic for harder materials.

For exaInple, the Longyear 44 diamond drilling rig has a ratio of torque

and thrust output to bit requireInents of about 5: 1 and 4: 1 respectively,

in hard materials and a proven horizontal penetration capability of 4,000

£t (1219 m). By contrast, the same ratios for the Kokenm.achine with a

6.75 inch (1 72 nun) bit are about 3: 1. On the other hand, since the

stiffness of the drill string increases in proportion to the fourth power of

the diameter, it could be possible that the larger diameter drill string

used in rotary drilling is less subject to buckling and thusrnore efficient

in transmitting energy to the bit. In any case, given the lack of solid

data on the efficiency of energy transrnission in horizontal drilling, an

as sessrnent of a 5,000 it (1524 In) penetration capability for a 6.75 inch

(172 nun) hole is Inade for the Koken machine. The rnaxirnuIn thrust

output of the Koken machine corre sponds to maximum nOll1inal bit thrust

requirement (dotted line, Figure 6.14) for a bit diameter of about 12 inches

(305 rnm). This is assull1ed to represent the zero penetration rate capability

for the Koken machine. Penetration capability for rotary drilling in diameters

above 6. 75 inches (152 m.m) is projected from this assumption.

The horizontal drilling capabilities of state

of-the-art rotary drilling equipment and procedures are presented

graphically in Figure 6.16 along with the state-of-the-art capabilities of

. road crossing boring Inachines.
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6.1.3 Down-Hole Percussive Drilling

In percussive drilling rock IS fragITlented by

repetitive impaction.. The impacts are provided by an air- driven piston

or "hamnler'2 Drills are designed to index the bit betw-?en impacts sa

that a fresh rock surface is struck with each blow.

Percussive drills are divided into two broad classes,

drills for which the harnmer rem.ains at the surface and drills for which

the hammer goes in the hole imTIlediately ,behind the bit. Surface units

lose effectiveness with hole length as the hammer impacts are attenuated

by the drill string. This technique begins to lose effectiveness in holes

beyond 100 feet (3 o. 5 m·) in length and would be essentially useless

beyond 200 feet (61 m). The down- hole pereus sive drill is effective

at longer distances and has been applied to horizontal drilling in a

program conducted by Jacobs Associates of San Francisco, California. 10

Pereus sive drills can drill soft l rnedium l and hard

rocks, but they are most effective, relative to alternative techniques, in

mediuITl and hard rock. Air is blown down the center of the drill string

to carry the rock debris from the hole through the annulus between the

drill rods and the hole walL A water and air mist is sornetirnes used

for debris removal when drilling in sticky m.aterial. However, the

effectiveness of percussive techniques is severely limited by the

presence of ground water.

6.1.3.1 Operating Procedures

Procedures for horizontal drilling with

down- hole percussive drills were developed and docutnented in the Jacobs

As sociates program referred to in the previous section. Figure 6.17,

taken from the Jacobs report, indicates the equipment and procedures

involved.
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A modified Sprague and Henwood 40 CL

diamond drilling rig was used to rotate and thrust on the drill string.

Minimal thrust and torque input are required since the energy required

to drill the rock is being produced by an air compressor and trans

mitted to the bit pneumatically. The air which powers the down-hole

drill also serves as the flushing fluid for chip removal. Figure 6.17

also shows the preasseITlbled 1,100 it (335 rn) drill string and alternative

wet flushing system used in the Jacobs program. This equipment

allowed a rapid change to diamond coring procedures to obtain inter

rnittent core sarnples. When core samples were required, (1) a rapid

rod retractor wa s used to withdraw the drill string froITl the hole in a

single piece, (2) the percussion drill was replaced with a double tube

core barrel, (3) the rod retractor ran the drill string back i-lto the

hole, (4) water or drillingm.ud circulation was begun, and (5) core

drilling operations cOITlITlenced. After coring operations were COITl

pleted, the procedure was reversed and percussive drilling was continued.

Apparently the only modification to the

drill rig was the inclusion of a hydraulic drive unit between the engine

and transITlis sion. This allowed accurate torque figures to be com.puted

and, in addition, provided a capability for stepless variation of rotational

speed.

Pre sUITlably the procedure s eITlployed in the

Jacobs prograITl could be applied with any similarly m.odified diaITlond

drilling rig, and any down-hole percussive drill capable of operating in

a horizontal orientation.

6.1.3.2 Equiprnent

Down- hole percussive drills are available

In outside diaITleters ranging from 3.5 to 9 inches (89 - 229 ITlm). A

drill unit is illustrated in Figure 6.18. Rated air consumption values

for down- hole drills vary frolll manufacturer to manufacturer, but Table

6.7 presents approxirnate values. 21
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Table 6.7 - Approximate Air Consumption for Down -Hole Percus sion Drills
(Does not include chip removal requirements)

Hole Diarn. Drilling

It 3/min 3; .m Inln

3 -3. 5 in (76 -89 mm) 80 2.26

4 in (100 mm)" 100 2. 83

4.75-5 in (120 -125 mm) 150 4.25

6.25 in (158 mm) 350 10.00

9 in (230 rom) 600 17.00
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Bits for down-hole percussive drills are

available in 4 to 12 inch (102 - 305 mm) diameters. Thrust require-

ITlents for down-hole bits are low with thrusts of less than 2,000 lbs

(907 kg) being recornm.ended for 6 - 7 inch (152 _ 1 78 mill) bits: 8 A

typical percus sian bit is illustrated in Figure 6.19.

Down- hole percussive drill and bit manu

facturers are listed in Appendix A. Jacobs Associates used drills m.ade

by Ingersoll-Rand and Missio.n Manufacturing Co. in their program.
IO

6.1.3.3 Capabilitie s

Down- hole percussive drills are not

designed for horizontal dr.illing, they are designed p"rirnarily for blast

hole drilling in vertical and near vertical applications. The Ingersoll

Rand- Mode.! DHD 14 perforITled satisfactorily in horizontal drilling, as

did a unit made by Mission Manufacturing, but there is no experience to

indicate whether other drills will or will not perform in a satisfactory

ITlanner in horizontal applications.

The subject of drill guidance will be dis

cussed in more detail in Section 6.4, but it should be noted that there

was no attempt to peJ;forITl guided horizontal drilling in the Jacobs

prograITl.

The capabilities of down-hole percussive

drilling as a technique for drilling horizontal holes ITlust be based on an

asseSSlllent of the Jacobs Associates progralll since this program repre

sents the only source of data on this technique. On this basis, down

hole percussive techniques are classified as being suitable for horizontal

penetrations to 1,000 feet (305 rn) in hole diameters from 4 to 6 inches

(102 - 152 nun). ,Further development and testing are necessary to

determine whether the entire range of available percussive drilling

equipment is suitable for horizontal applications. The estimated hori

zontal drilling capabilities of this technique are presented graphically in

Figure 6.20.
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6.1.4 Down-Hole Motor Drilling

Down-hole motors do not represent a different class

of material disengagement device but rather a different approach to pro

viding torque to diamond or rolling cutter bits. Down-hole motors apply

torque directly at the bit, whereas the diamond and rolling cutter tech

niques discussed in Sections 6.1.1 and 6.1.2 provide torque to the bit by

rotating the drill string from. the surface. Electric motors, turbines, and

positive displacement mud motors have been used as down- hole motors.

However, the positive displacement mud motor (Dyna-Drill) manufactured

by Dyna-Drill Co., Long Beach, California appears to be the only down

hole motor device which has been successfully applied to long horizontal

drilling.

6.1;4.1 Operating Procedures

Application of down- hole motor s to hole

straightening and hole deflection will be discus sed in detail in Section 6.4.

In a straight or curved horizontal drilling

application the Dyna- Drill can be used with practically any surface rig which

is capable of providing the neces sary thrust to the drill string. The Joy 22,

Koken FS400 and several Longyear Co. rnachines' ha ve been used for hori-

zontal drilling with the Dyna-Drill. (Items 1, 9, 10, 12, and IS; Table 2.1)

The Dyna-Drill is driven hydraulically by a purnp on the surface. Flow

rate to the tool is adjusted to specified values and the thrust on the tool

is adjusted until a pressure gage indicates that the recornrnended differential

pressure exists across the motor. The pressure gage reading is directly

related to the ,torque output of the motor. Increasing thrust will increase

the pressure and torque and reducing thrust reduces both pressure and
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torque. Therefore, the rig pres sure gage monitors motor performance

and se rves a s a drilling thrust indicator. RecoITIITlended operating pro

cedures for the Dyna-Drill and tables giving recoITIInended flow rates,

pressure drops, etc., for the various sizes are provided in the Dyna

Drill Handbook, 2nd Edition. 22

6.1.4.2 Equipment

The Dyna- Drill may be used with full- hole

diamond bits, rolling cutte r bits, and, in s ofte r rnate rial s, drag bits.

The diamond and rolling cutter bit manufacturers listed in Appendix A

provide bits which can be used with the Dyna- Drill.

Dyna- Drills are manufactured in 5, 6.5 and

7.75 inch (127, 165, 197 mm) sizes for directional drilling and 5, 6.5, 7.75

and 9.675 inch (127, 165; 197, 245 mm) outside diameter ITlodels for

straight hole drilling. Micro-Sliill Dyna-Drill tools are available in 1.75,

2.75, and 3.75 inch (45, 70, 95 rrun) outside diameter ITlodels. The 1. 75

inch (45 mIn) size (3 inch (76 mm) hole typical) and 5 inch (127 ITlm) sizes

(6.75 inch (172 mm) hole typical) have been used in the horizontal drilling

applications referenced in the previous section. The Dyna- Drill is illustrated

in Figure 6.21.

6.1.4.3 Capabilities

The Japanese enVISIon the use of down~hole

motor techniques to drill holes to 15,000 feet horizontally.20 Both the

Dyna-Drill and an electrically powered down- hole ITlotor of Rus sian manu

facture are reported to have been used in the Seikan Tunnel work~3, 24 The

best available, evidence indicates that in actual use the longest range appli

cation of these devices, was the use of a 5 inch (127 mm) Dyna-Drill to

control hole deflection between 3,325 feet (1013 m) and 3,895 feet (1187 rn)

in a 5,300 foot (1615 m) hole.
4

(Item 1, Table 2.1)
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Figure 6.21 - The Dyna-Drill Positive DisplaceTIlent Down-Hole Motor
(Courtesy, Dyna-Drill Co.)
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The 1. 75 inch (44 InIn) tool has been used

to drill to approxiInately 1,600 feet (488 m) in soil and to 1, 700 feet

(518 m) in a hole which was started essentially vertically and then curved

to a horizontal trajectory in a coal seam. (Items 9 and 10, Table 2. 1)

The 1. 75 inch (45 mUl) tool has also been used successfully as a steering

tool fo r horiz ontal drilling in coal. 11, 25, 26

In assessing the horizontal drilling capa

bilities of down-hole m.otor techniques, which in terUlS of the state-of

the-art comes down to Dyna-Drill capabilities, one is faced with a

great deal of speculation and very little documented "real world II ex

perience. This is true to a greater or lesser degree of all candidate

horizontal drilling techniques. Keeping speculation to a m.inim.um., the

1. 75 inch (45 mIn) tool can be considered a proven technique out to

2, 000 feet (609 m) and the 5 inch (127 Ulm.) device out to 4, 000 feet

(1,219 m.). No down-hole m.otor device, other than the Dyna-Drill,

can realistically be considered a state-of-the-art tool for horizontal

drilling e This capability assessm.ent is illustrated graphically in Figure

6.22.

6.1. 5 Continuous Core Drilling

Continuous core drilling or continuous ejected coring

is a drilling technique using reverse circulation of the drilling fluid with

a drill pipe consisting of two concentric tubes. The drilling fluid enters

the hole through the annulus between the two pipe s and returns in the

center pipe carrying the drill cuttings and/or cores.

Since the drilling fluid does not touch the hole wall,

the technique is reputed to be very effective when drilling through loose,

broken, or caving zones. Good recovery of weak, friable, or plastic

. l' d 4cores 1S c a1rne .

This technique rn.ay be used with diamond coring

bits to allow continuous coring. (See Figure 6. 23) The technique has
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the considerable advantage of allowing core to be taken continuously with

out inte rrupting the drilling operation.

The two tube technique can also be used as a technique

to gather geological data with drag bits, roller bits, and even down- hole

hammer techniques. (See Figure 6.24) Since the chips return up the center

of the drill string and are not contaminated through contact with the hole

wall or by material eroded from the hole wall, they are a source of

geological data on the area being drilled.

Continuous coring drilling is a developed technique

for vertical drilling but it has not been adapted to horizontal drilling.

One instance of double tube, reverse circulation drilling has been noted

on the Seikan Tunnel project (iterrl. 11, Table 2.1) b"':1t details on this work

are not available.

Continuous core drilling is a strong "next generation"

horizontal drilling candidate where core sampling is required along the

entire length of the hole.

6.2 Chip Removal

Reference has been made previously to the importance of

removing the rock debris or I'chips If created by the material disengage

ment technique. Chip reITloval is accomplished by the use of a flushing

fluid. The fluid may be air, water, or drilling "ITlud': Drilling Ulud is

typically a colloidal suspension of bentonite in water combined to forITl a

thixotropic fluid. Other additive s Inay be included in the mud to achieve

a particular set of properties.

In drilling a hole, the ideal fluid velocity is that velocity

which is sufficient to pick up and carry away the large st particles

created in the drilling operation, at the rate at which they are created.
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Figure 6. 23 - Continuous Core Drilling
(Courtes y, Drilco Industrial Operations)
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Figure 6. 24 - Continuous Cutting s Sampling
(Courtesy, Drilco Industrial Operations)
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Lower velocities will leave chips in the hole where they will be further

broken up by the drilling operation, wasting energy and slowing the bit

penetration rate. Velocities higher than necessary may errode the sides

of the hole, leading to hole stability problems.

A secondary function of the drilling fluid is to act as a

bit coolant and lubricant. The cooling function is particularly im

portant in diaITlond drilling where the interruption of fluid flow can lead

to a "burnt" bit. Drilling mud is the best lubricant aITlong the drilling

fluids and materials are sometimes added to the drilling mud to further

enhance its lubricating properties.

The generally accepted level of air velocity adequate for

chip removal in a vertical hole is 3,000 ft/ITlin (15.24 ITl/sec).ll, 20

VVhen drilling with water or m.ud, the accepted optimum. velocity is

120 ft/min (0.61 rn/sec).2l,27 A num.ber of correlations for the lninim.um

fluid velocity required for the horizontal transport of solids are available

in the literature. These correlations are of an empirical or sem.i

theoretical nature. In general their use requires detailed inforITlation

about the drilling - penetration rates, density of solids, chip size and

size distribution, etc. they are com.plicated to calculate, and are pre

dominantly for the transport of uniformly sized solids in smooth, round,

non- rotating pipes. Even with these restrictions imposed, one finds

variations of more than an order of :magnitude in the predicted :mini:murn

transport velocity. The minimum. velocities predicted for horizontal

transport do tend to be higher than the velocities predicted for vertical

transport.

There is very little data from which to develop fluid

velocity rates for horizontal drilling. There are certainly no "accepted

optimum velocities" as there are in vertical drilling. Based upon the

experience of Jacobs Associates in pneum.atic horizontal drilling,

WillialTIson concluded that the optimum velocity for flushing horizontal

holes with air is 1.,000 ft/min (35.6 rn/sec).1° In horizontal coal drilling

vvith water, Fenix and Scisson noted that, with a fluid volume flow rate
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of 25 gpm, "penetration rate was nearly maximum and hole cleaning was

good. I) 1 This corresponds to a flow velocity of 145 ft/ITlin. (0.74 m/sec)

for the equipment used in this work. Based on the information available,

the figure of 7,000 ft/min (35.6 m/sec) for air flushing and 150 ft/min.

(0.76 rn/ sec) for liquid flushing represent a starting point froITl which to

determine the equipment required for chip removal.

Once a flushing medium has been chosen, and the hole

diameter and length and drill string size have been selected, the rule

of thumb flushing velocity can be used to estimate volume flow rate

and pressure drop. From these estimates, equipment can be selected.

The following sections present criteria for the selection of

the flushing medium and estimates of required volume flow rates and

pressure drops for pneu.matic and hydraulic flushing of horizontal holes.

6.2.1 Selection of a Flushing Fluid

Selection of the flushing fluid is the first step in

determining equipment requireITlents for chip removal in horizontal

drilling. This section presents general considerations as well as current

practice and specific recommendations for each of the four candidate

drilling techniques.

Of the three flushing fluids under consideration,

air is generally termed the best scavanger, water the best coolant, and

ITlud the best lubricant.21 However, there are other factors which can

dictate the choice of a flushing medium. If there is a water shortage

in the drilling area, air flushing may be the only alternative available.

On the other hand, when drilling below the water table or in any situation

where water inflow is encountered, water or mud may have to be used.
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In petroleum drilling and some deep diamond drilling,

drilling mud is the preferred drilling fluid for several reasons. Some of

the lllost significant are; (a) the ability of mud to seal "lost circulation ll

zones, (b) the lubricating properties of Inud with respect to increasing

bit performance and reducing friction between the drill string and hole

wall, (c) the thixotropic nature of mud which keeps the chips in suspension

and prevents thelll frolll settling to the bottom of the hole when drilling is

interrupted, and (d) the ability of ITlud to prevent collapse of the hole.

(Control hole stabilization) Items (a), (b), and (d) are significant in

horizontal drilling, but item (c) is not particularly important. The

application of drilling mud to hole stabilization probl~rns is dis cus sed

in detail in Section 6.3, while the frequently related problelll of lost

circulation is covered in Section 6.2.3. In general, the need for control

of lost circulation, hole stabilization, and lubrication of the drill pipe to

hole interface favor the us e of water or drilling ITlud as a flushing fluid

in long horizontal drilling. Cur rent practices and specific recommendations

for each of the candidate drilling techniques are discussed in the following

paragraphs.

Diamond core drilling conducted in competent rock

has usually been conducted using water as the flushing medium. (Items

2,3,4, and 5, Table 2.1) In cases where lost circulation and hole stability

problems have been encountered, drilling ITlud has been used. (Items 6

and 11, Table 1.1) These procedures represent logical recom.lnendations

for horizontal drilling with diamond wireline equipment.

In horizontal rotary drilling the Japanese have used

drilling mud for drilling in the soft, broken materials encountered in the

Seikan Tunnel work. (Items 1 and 12, Table 1.1) Horizontal rotary

drilling in this country has been conducted using water as the flushing

fluid. (Items 14, 15, 17, Table 1.1) Generally the flushing fluid recom

mendation for horizontal drilling are the sam.e as for wireline core drilling,

water should be satisfactory when drilling competent rock if no circulation

. problems are encountered, and drilling mud is recommended to control

lost circulation and hole stability problems.
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The recommended chip removal procedures for down

hole motor drilling are the same as those recorrrrnended for diamond

wireline core drilling and rotary drilling. It is particularly important

to minimize the free solids content in the drilling fluid when drilling

with fluid powered downhole motors. Dyna-Drill recommends that sand
22

content be held to an absolute minimum with less than 1% recornmended.

Sand accelerates bearing and motor element wear in fluid driven down

hole motors.

Pneumatic flus hing must be us ed with down hole

percussive drilling. Water injection into the air flushing stream may be

employed to enable percussive drilling to be utilized in slightly wet or

"sticky" formations. One part of water per 1,000 parts of free air IS

used.
Z1

The requirement that air flushing be used with percussive

drilling limits the applic.ation of this technique to competent rock.

6.2.2 Hydraulic Chip Removal

As indicated earlier, the recommended velocity for

hydraulic flushing of horizontal holes is 150 ft/min. (0.61 m/sec.) The

left hand vertical axis of Figure 6.25 gives liquid flow rates in gallons

per minute (GPM) for various hole diameters and standard drill rod

sizes. Figure 6.26 gives estimated pressure drops for different

hole diameters and drill rod sizes. These pressure drop estimates

were arrived at by assuming a friction factor, f, of 0.005.

Liquid volullle flow rates are obtained from Figure

6.25 by entering the horizontal axis at the value for the hole diameter.

This point is followed vertically to the appropriate line for drill rod size

and then horizontally to the left hand vertical axis where the flow rate

in GPM is obtained. For example, a 5" (127 ll1m) diall1eter hole with NW drill

rod will require approximately III GPM (420 LPM of water or ll1ud. Estimated

pressure drops are obtained in a similar fashion froll1 Figure 6.26. The

. right hand side of the horizontal axis is entered at the appropriate drill

rod size. This point is followed vertically to the correct hole diameter
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line. This point is followed horizontally until it inter~ects the appropriate

hole length line. The abscissa of this point gives the estirnated pressure

drop. For example, NW drill rod in a 5" (127 nun) diameter, 10, 000'

(3048 In) hole gives a pressure drop of approximately 614 psi (4.23 x 10
6

N 1m2
).

6.2.3 Pneumatic Chip Removal

As indicated previously t the recommended velocity

for pneurnatic flushing of horizontal holes is 7,000 ft/min (15.24 rn/sec).

The right hand vertical axis of Figure 6.25 gives air flow rates in cubic

feet per minute (CFM) for various hole diameters and drill rod sizes.

Estim.ated pressure drops as a function of hole diam.eter, hole length

and drill rod size are given in Figure 6.26. This figure assumes a

uniform friction factor and air density throughout the entire pipe length.

The effect of air density changes can be easily int·roduced but, owing to

the other approximations involved, was not included. The use of

Figures 6.25 and 6.26 is described in Section 6.2.2. For example

pneurnatic flushing of a 5" (127 mm) hole, 10,000 1 (3048 m) long, vvith NW

drill rod will require approximately 710 CFM (20 m
3

/min) and have an

estimated pressure drop of 1500 psi (10.34 x 10
6

N 1m2
).

6.2.4 Lost Circulation

Lost circulation occurs when the drilling fluid flow s

into the formation being drilled rather than returning to the surface with

its load of debris. In some rare instances lost circulation can be

tolerated but this is not usually the case for several reasons. When

drilling is interrupted the debris which have been carried back into the

formation can return and clog the hole. A second consideration is the

cost of the drilling fluid. In arid regions water ITlay have to be trans

ported to the drill sit°e and lost circulation place s an increased burden

on water transportation requirements. When drilling mud is used mud

costs are a significant part of the hole cost, so the mud must be re

covered and recycled. Lost circulation can be caused by porous

form.ations, faulted or broken formations, or any other formation character

istic which provides an alternative flow path for the drilling fluid. The
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pre s sure of the drilling fluid itself may cause form.ation faults or "blow

outs II which allo'w the fluid to escape.

There are three methods for controlling lost cir

culation, in order of preference; (a) the u.se of drilling m.ud and drilling

mud additives, (b) grouting, and (c) casing of the hol~.. When air

flushing is employed, alternative (a) is elirninated.. In the single

documented case of long horizontal drilling with pneumatic flushing,

lost circulation was cured by pumping slugs of very wet sand -cement

grout into the hole, alternating with slugs of water. 10 Drilling mud

controls lost circulation by forming a cake on the hole wall. The cake

is formed when some of the mud liquid phase flows into the formation,

allowing the solids phase to form. a coating on the hole wall. This

solids coating prevents further liquid 10 S S to the form.ation. When

formation faults are co~rser, and the caking mechanism is no longer

effective, bran, sawdust, rice hulls, walnut shells, or proprietary

preparations, available from drilling mud companies, may be added to

the drilling rnud in an attempt to block lost circulation paths. The next

step to be employed would be an additive which is pumped into the

formation and allowed to gel. From here, the next step is cementing

or grouting in which the lost circulation zone is isolated w;i.th packing

devices and cement or grout is pumped into the zone. After the

material hardens, drilling is resurn.ed. Should the preceeding techniques

all prove ineffective, the hole must be cased to seal the lost circulation

zone ..

The subjects of drilling mud and grouting can

become quite complex. Within the drilling industry, application of

these techniques is handled by servfce com.panies when the expertise

required is beyond the capabilities of the drilling contractor. Material

suppliers and service companies are listed in Appendix A.

6. 3 Hole Stabilization

In an ideal situation, the horizontal drilling operation would

be conducted in competent rock and no special steps would be required to
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stabilize the hole. This is likely to be the case for a substantial percent-

age of ho rizontal drilling in rock. When hole stability problems are en-

countered during the drilling operation, the steps which can be taken to

solve the problem. are, in order of preference:

(1) Use of drilling mud.

(2) Grouting.

(3) Casing.

Note that these are the sam.e steps discussed in Section 6.2.4 in

connection with lost circulation problems.

1£ a borehole is to be used for geophysical experilnents,

the hole may have to remain open for up to one year after drilling is

cOITlpleted. Drilling m.ud contributes to hole stability only during

drilling operations. Therefore, grouting and casing are the only techniques

available to ensure long term. hole stability. Sensing requirements can

prohibit the use of metallic casing. (See Section 5.1) The procedures

followed for each of the three techniques are as follows:

(1) Drilling mud aids hole stabilization in much the same

manner as it controls minor circulation loss. The

drilling mud forms a cake on the hole wall and the pressure

across the cake stabilizes the hole walls and prevents their

collapse. In vertical drilling the required pressure

differential is provided by the hydrostatic head of the drilling

mud column. In horizontal drilling a packing gland must

be used to seal the drill string so that pre s sure can be

applied to the mud column. This technique is illustrated

in the discussion of the operating procedures to be followed

with various drilling techniques in Section 6.1. As noted

above drilling mud does not affect hole stabilization after

the drilling operation is com-pleted. Cementing, grouting,
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Horizontal hole is driHedby conventional rotary method. The Aardvark offers a wide range
of height and angle positioning..

Upon completion of the boring, P.V.C. well screens are inserted inside the drHt rod to the
full length of the hole.

Floating locking piston is inserted, holding the screens i~ place by hydraulic pres~ure
while the d~riH rod is withdrawn.

Figure 6 .. 27 - Installation Procedure for Horizontal Drainage Screens
(Courtesy, Tigre Tierra, Inc.)
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or casing is required to ensure long term stability. A

recent survey of drilling mud technology is provided in

Reference 37.

(2) Grouting is used where drilling mud cannot control

hole stability problems and where stability is required

for a period of time after drilling is completed.

Grouting is conducted by withdrawing the drill string,

inserting a packer, and injecting the grout into the

unconsolidated zone. After the material hardens, it

is drilled through and the operation continues. In

SOITle cases the grout m.ay be injected through the

drill string without recourse to a packer. If collapse

of the hole wall is triggered by ground water, drilling

may be continued while the ground water flow is con

trolled with the pa cking gland or water flow can be

stopped with the packing gland and grouting conducted.

Appendix C contains a more comprehensive presen

tation of grouting technology.

(3) Steel is the only successful casing material developed to

date despite extensive development efforts in fiber reinforced

'plastic casing. 2 7 Normal practice would be to case a hole

when the techniques discussed above are not successful or

when long term hole stability is required. Es sentially all

the holes drilled in the petrolelUIl industry are cased.

Hole stability problerns have been the most significant

problern encountered in long horizontal holes on the Seikan Tunnel project. 23

All of the techniques described above have been successfully applied to
. 5 23 24 28

solving hole s tability 'problems on the Seikan p raject.' , ,

Soil Sarnpling Services of Puyallup, Washington, has de

veloped a technique for placing horizontal drains which may have appli-

. cation as a "next generation l
! casing technique.
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illustrated in Figure 6.27. In a ca sing application, the PVC pipe would

not be slotted as it is when used as a well screen. Since the pipe is

inserted inside of the drill pipe it does not have to be driven as normal

casing would. However, the fact the pipe m.ust fit inside of the drill

string results in a considerable los s in hole diameter. This technique

shows promise as a lliast resort" non-metallic casing method of insuring

hole stability.

6.4 Borehole Guidance

As discussed in Section 5, borehole guidance involves two

distinct operations, (1) survey of the borehole to deterrni.ne its attitude

and position and thus determine the deviation of the hole from the de sired

trajectory, and (2) steering of the drilling systelTI, first to limit deviation

froITl the desired trajectory and second to correct deviations and direct

the hole to the desired traJectory. The goal of this study is to keep

maximum hole deviation to 30 feet (9.14 ITl) over the entire hole length.

Borehole survey and the steering actions are distinct

operations. However, the functions are often confused as the steering

is dependent upon the results of the survey. This has led to quoted

results of guided drilling accuracies which are often misleading. The

survey provides the reference standard against which drilling and steering

accuracy is IT1easured. Thus steering accuracy is represented as the

ability to direct the borehole along a trajectory indicated by the survey

system. The survey system. has random errors and cumulative bia s

errors. However, .the opportunity to check the accuracy of the basic

survey by external calibration usually does not exist. Thus, the true

drilling errors are the vector sum of both the survey and the steering

contributions, but only the steering portion of this sum can be reported.

6.4.1 Factors Affecting Hole Trajectory
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6.4.1.1 Gravitational Effects

In horizontal drilling, gravitational effects

would normally tend to make the drilling as sembly move in a downward

arc from its intended horizontal course. However, with the proper

drill string configuration, it is possible to use gravitation force s to

cause the drill as sernbly to steer up or down froUl a horizontal trajectory.

These procedures are discussed in Section 6.4.2.

6.4.1.2 Rock Hardness

Some studies have noted that as rock

" bi f d II·" f lIehardness Increases, pro ems 0 irectiona contro Intensl y. ase

histories appear to support this assumption. In horizontal drilling in

soft materials effective directional control has been achieved by varying

1 " f .' d d "11" 11, 29 h"1 . h " t 1dril string con iguratlon an rl Ing parameters w 1 e ln orlzon a

drilling in mediurrl to hard rock, hole correction with wedges has some

times been required at 10 foot intervals.
14

6.4.1.3 Formation Effects

There are a number of theories which

seek to offer explanations of the effect of formation characteristics on

hole deviation. None of these theories is rigorous and none seems to

apply in all cases. John Melaugh reviews several of these theories' in

his paper titled, "Directional Drilling: A Survey of the Art and the

Sciencel l30 A p6rtion of that discussion is reproduced here.

"The anisotropic formation theory assumes formations to possess

different drillability p~rallel and normal to the bedding plane s with the

result that the bit does not drill in the direction of the resultant force.

Each formation is characterized by its dip angle and an ell1pirical

constant anisotropic index.
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The forrnation drillability theory seeks to explain deviation angle

change as a result of the difference in drilling rates in hard and soft

formations where the drill bit is not normal to the formation plane.

The bit drills slower in that part of the hole in the hard formation

(Figure 6.28).

The drill collar moment theory propose s that the weight on bit

causes a m.oment when drilling from one formation to another of

different hardnesses because the harder formation takes tnore of the

weight (Figure 6.29). The side forces present at the bit are different

depending on whether progress is froUl hard to soft or 80ft to hard.

The miniature whipstock theory is based on the tendency of

relatively brittle forlnations to fracture perpendicular to the bedding

plane (Figure 6.30). If these fractures occur in real form.ations

and if such whipstocks are created, this could explain the generally

accepted idea that the bit turns up dip.

Another whipstock theory, exell1plified in S. R. Knapp I 8 papers,

could be considered to conflict with the foregoing miniature whipstock

theory.31 This theory is ba sed on a bit's ability to cut sideways with a

reaming action when unbalanced side forces exist due to eros sing a

bedding plane (Figure 6.31).

steeply dipping formations.

This theory is also said to apply to

Another idea that has been generally accepted

in the past is that in steeply inclined formations the bit tends to turn

and follow the bedding planes (Figure 6.32 )1,30

Other refe rences support the general

conclusions tha.t:

(1) The drilling as s em.bly will tend to drill perpendicular to

the formation bedding planes when the planes are inter

sected at an angle greater than 45°. 11 ,14,32
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OEFLECTS UPOIP DEF1.ECTS OOWNDIP

Figure 6. 28 - Formation Drillability Theory of Hole Deviation

Figure 6. 29 - Drill Collar Moment in Drilling Dipping Formations
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Figure 6. 30 - Tendency of Bit to Drill Perpendicular to a
Moderately Inclined Bedding Plane

tiP DIP H£RE---,--....~m

I)I("~--POWN DIP HeRE

Figure 6. 31 - Whipstock Effect Caused by
Change in Formation Hardness in

Steeply Dipping Beds
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(2) The drilling asseInbly will tend to drill parallel to the

form.ation bedding planes when the planes are intersected
o 11, 32

at an angle les s than 45 •

6.4.1.4 Drilling Torque

The direction of rotation of the bit and

drill string is clockwise. It is generally accepted that this creates a

tendancy for horizontal holes to drift to the right.
29

A review of the

hole data on AEC horizontal drilling in Table 6.8 (see p. 6 - 113) supports

the right hand drift the ory.

6.4.2 Guidance Procedures

6.4.2~1 Survey

The survey of the hole is such a special

ized process that it is normally accom.plished by a service company.

However, some drilling contractors have obtained and modified their own

tools for horizontal drilling.

The exact methods of survey and compu

tation depend upon the design of the particular tool, and the preferred

computational techniques of the individual service companies. However,

they all are derivable from a conunon vector approach. Essentially,

they are three-dimensional derivations of chain and compass sur

veying.

As the hole is drilled, the bearing with

respect to North, and the elevation angle with respect to the vertical

are measured at discrete intervals. The locations of these measure-

ments are referred to as stations. The hole between stations is assumed

to be represented 'by a line vector, the length of which is also measured.
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Figure 6. 32 - Tendency of Bit to Follow Bedding Plans
Intercepted at a High Angle
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These three measured quantities are sufficient to locate the surveyed

station, with respect to the last station previously surveyed. It should

be emphasized that this is only a relative, increlTIental measurement.

The true location of the hole is obtained by carrying this survey, plus

any new incremental changes from station to station thus any bias errors

are cUIT1.ulative and any random errors add as the square root of the sum

of the squares. (rm.s value).

There are only two type s of tools for in

hale surveys generally in use today, the magnetic single- s hot and the

magnetic nlulti- shot. In-hole steering tools which rely on either gyro

scopic or lllagnetic principles, or a combination of both are either

available on a custom design basis, or are expected to be available as

a se rvice in the near future.

Single- shot and rnulti- shot equipment really

differ but little. A single- shot takes only a single survey point each time

it is used. A timer is set on the surface to allow sufficient time for

the instrument to corne to rest. The timer turns on a light and takes a

picture of a two-dimensional compass card, and the instrument is with

drawn. A multi- shot uses a film strip and sequential timer which takes

a picture at equal increments of tim.e. The tiITler simply turns on the

light, takes the picture, and advances the film strip. The time increment

can be set to take a picture as frequently as every few seconds or to

allnost any extended increment.

The single shot is normally owned or

rented by the drilling contractor. It is usually operated by a directional

drilling specialist on the drilling crew.

Standard practice for precision surveys is

to take a single shot survey every 30 feet (9 m). This is a convenient

length, since 30 feet (9 m) is the standard single section length of drill

pipe in vertical drilling. Horizontal drilling normally uses 10 or 20 foot

(3 or 6m) sections. Thus a survey point would be taken every length, or

every other length of drill rod.
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Magnetic survey instruments must be

isolated from the influence of the drill string if they are' to give accurate

results. It is common practice to use non-magnetic drill collars in the

drill string around the point where the in- hole survey tool will rest.

There are charts available for slant hole directional drilling' to define

the length of drill collar required to reduce the survey error below

specified an1ounts. Figure 6.33 is one such chart. It can be extrapolated

that if the hole is horizontal (90 0 ), even the longest drill collars listed

are not recommended beyond 30 degrees east or west of north or south.

The normal procedure IS to pum.p the

survey instrument down' the center of the drill rod. This is also known

as "go _deviling 11 The package has non- magnetic extension rods attached

so that it will be properly located within the drill string with respect to

the non-magnetic drill collars behind the bit. Norm~lly, there is a mule

shoe sub in the drill string which orients the survey tool through cam

alignm.ent at the bottom of the hole.

The timer on the single shot is set to

allow sufficient tim.e for the tool to be go- deviled down the string at

fluid velocity and come to rest. The picture is taken and drilling

continues. When, it is tim.e to add a new length of drill rod, the single

shot is retrieved by a wire line. The drill string is broken to add the

new section and the single shot is rttrieved. The directional driller

disassembles the package, reITloves the film .. reloads and resets the

timer. The tool is then reas sembled, and inserted in the drill string

and the process is. repeated.

With wireline core drilling equipment,

the drill string is withdrawn from the hole bottom approximately 20

feet (6. 1 m) and the survey instrument, in the instrument barrel with

15 feet (4. 7 m) of non-magnetic spacer bars behind, is pumped down

through the core barrel and bit. No mule shoe device is used to

orient the instrument. In this case the instrument is retrieved before

drilling resum.es.
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14/14 FREE MONEL

00 ~-'-__--I...._~-'---IL-.-....

14/21 FREE MONEL

14/25 FREE MONEL

Approximate Compass Error
Due to:

1. Drill stem pol~ strengths of 3000 ! EMU ~bove
monel and 500 - EMU below monel and 250 -
EMU between tandem collars.

NOTE: These are assumed values arrived at from
various field tests.

2. Compass position 1/2 up from the bottom of
the free monel of the bottom collar.

3. Earth's horizontal intensity of: .26.

NOTE: These curves are intended only as a guide
in the selection of the proper K-Monel
collar. The compass errors are
theoretically true for the above conditions,
but are NOT to be used to correct records
taken in the hole. as the pole strength
will vary in an unpredictable fashion.

NOTE: Numbers on axis indicate lengths of
paired tandem collars.

200

00 L...-..-'-----"~_

21/25 FREE MONEL

Figure 6.33. Guide for Selecting Non-Hagnetic Drill Collars
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T he film is developed and read. Each

ITlanufacturer has specialized equipm.ent to enable the dt'iller to read the

film, only three pieces of data are corrunon to all. The azimuth angle

is read with respect to magnetic north. The elevation angle is read

with respect to the lccal vertical, and the orientation of the muleshoe

sub with respect to either the high or low side of the hole. A fourth

piece of data, the survey depth, is taken from either an odometer on

the wireline, or from the drillers records of the lengths of drill rod in

the hole. All the information necessary for survey, navigation or steering

can be derived from these four quantities.

The survey technique i~volves standard

chain and compass procedures. Figure 6.34 shows the geometry involved.

Let:

¢ The Azirr1uth, Degrees from North

(j = The Elevation Angle, Degrees from Vertical

L= The cable length, feet

x= The North Component, Feet

y = The East Component, Feet

Z = The vertical component, Feet

n = The num.ber of survey points.

A( = The change in any of the above from the previous (0- Ith)

reading.

From the geometry in Figure 6.34 it can be derived that:

~z = ~L cos fJn n

AXn = AL n sin fJ cos ¢
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Figure 6. 34 - Survey Coordinate Systems
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AY = 6L sin e sin ¢n n

n

Z = 2 AZ
n

1

n

x =

y =

2
1

n

2
1

AX
n

AY
n

Note () and ¢ are true angles corrected for both ITlc:-gnetic declination and

deviation errors. The values of x, Y, and Z are in the forIn neces sary

to make direct progres s plots of both plan and elevation view of the hole.

The actual sUInmations can be either

nUInerical or graphical. The progress of the hole as surveyed is

normally plotted against the projected plan and elevation view of the

drilling plan. r:,rhis provides the driller with the information neces sary

to deterInine the needed corrections.

Survey calculations can easily be com

puterized. In progranuning the computation~ it is assuIned that changes

in bearing and inclination are uniform between survey stations, and

changes are distributed over the survey increment.

6.4.2.2 Steering

The first step in steering is to attell1pt to

minimize drilling assell1bly deviations. The ability of th'e drilling assembly

to resist factors 'which cause deviation~ (see Section 6.4.1) 'is proportional

.to the stiffness of the drilling asseITlbly. In petroleum drilling, stabilizers,

collars, and reamers are used to stiffen bottom-hole drill assemblies.

(See Figure 6. 35)

6-74

p "l



Stabilizers are usually placed immediately

behind the bit and at intervals along the drill string. Since stabilizers

ha ve an outside diameter only slightly smaller than the hole diameter,

they serve to center the drill string and minimize whipping or bending.

The function of drill collars in providing

weight to the bit in vertical and directional drilling has been discussed

previously. Being heavy and of a diameter only slightly smaller than

the hole, drill collars are also very rigid. Square drill collars go one

step further In that they are comparable to drill collars with full length

stabilizers.

Reamers are sometimes placed behind the

bit to keep proper hole gage. Reamers may have rolling cutter blades or

diaITlond studded blade s. They als a serve to cente r the drill string and

ITliniITlize whipping and bending, in much the SaITle manner as stabilizers.

Figure 6.35 illustrates (a) stationary and (b)

blade type stabilizers. A norITlal length of drill pipe (c) is illustrated

along with round (d) and square (e) drill collars. A roller rean1.er is

also illustrated (£). Figures 6.36 thru 6.38 illustrate the procedures

followed in employing stabilizer s, collar s, and reamer s to stiffen bottOlll

hole assemblies.

DocuITlentation on the use of stabilization

techniques in horizontal drilling is very limited. Fenix and Scisson noted

success in lim.iting hole deviation through the use of stabilization procedures

in horizontal drilling in coal.
ll

An assembly utilizing a stabilizer immediately

behind the bit, a 20 £t (6.1 m) collar, and a 2nd stabilizer gave minimal

lateral deviation and allowed vertical deviation to be controlled by varying

thrustand rpm.

This latter point brings up the Ilart" facet

of the steering procedures. "Drilling technique, one of the most important

means of preventing deviation, is hard to define a s it is an art depending
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Square Drill Collar
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Figure 6.35 - Drill String Elelllents (Courtesy, Drilco

Division of Smith International, Inc.)
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SIMPLE STIFF BOTTOM HOLE ASSEMBLIES

Rotati ng Blade
Stabilizer
Essential

Rotating Bl.ade
Stabilizer
Essential

30' Drill Collar
large Size

Essential

Examples:
8" dia. in
9~" hole

9" or 10" in
12~" hole

30' Drill Collar
large Size

Essential

Note: Use rotating blade
stabilizers in "non
abrasive" formations.

1. Suggest maximum
permissible wear on
bit stabilizer be about
118" on diameter. The
tungsten carbide insert

Rotating Blade stabiliz
er is specially recom·
mended at bit.

2. limit wear on stabi·
lizer above 30' level to
about 1/4". Rotating Blade

Stabilizer
(Must have

large contact
area with hole
wall) Keep it

as close to bit
gage size as

possible.

FOR SOFTER FORMATIONS ---....~

MAINTENANCE TIPS

SOFT FORMATIONS

The assembly at right
will:

1.Increase bit life
through improved sta
bilization.

2. Further increase pen
etration rates beca use
optimum weights are
higher on stabilized
bits.

3. Reduce offsets and
spiralling in hole.

4. limit sudden hole
angle changes and dog
legs.

5. Moderately resist
hole angle build-up.

6. Reduce pressure·dif
ferential sticking ten
dencies of this section
of assembly.

MAINTENANCE TIPS

The assembly at left
will:

1. Assure a full gage
hole with no reaming
back to bottom.

2.lncrease bit life
through improved sta
bilization.

3. Further increase pen
etration rates because
optimum weights are
higher on stabilized
bits.

4. Reduce offsets and
spiralling in hole.

5. limit sudden hole
angle changes and dog
legs.

O. Mod era tel y res ist
hole angle build· up.

1. Keep bottom reamer
in good shape, near
hole size. See pages
41-44
2. Use the Knob by~
tungsten carbide insert,
cutter for abrasive for
mations.

3. Keeping stabilizer at
30' level near hole
size increases its ef
fectiveness.

4. Excessively rapid
wear on Rotating Blade
Stabilizers may be over
come by using Rubber
Sleeve Type.

HARD FORMAliONS

2nd Stabilizer
Helps

3D' Drill Collar
Large Size
Preferred

30' Drill Collar
large Size
Essential

Examples:
774" dia. in
8%" hole

10" or 11" in
12Y4" hole

3 Point Reamer
"Q" or
Knobby®Rolling
Cutters

Stabilizer Here
Essential -

Rubber Sleeve
Type Preferred

Rotating Blade
Type Acceptable

~---- FOR HARD FORMATIONS

Figure 6.36 - Sti~f Bott.o~. - Hole AsseITlblies (Courtesy,
Drllco DIvISIon of SITlith International, Inc.)
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STIFFER BOTTOM HOLE ASSEMBLIES

HARD FORMATIONS SOFT FORMATIONS AND NON·ABRASIVE HARD FORMATIONS

...........--FOR HARD FORMATIONS

30' Drill
Collar

Large size
preferred

8 to 12 Foot
Long Drill

Collar - Large
Size Essentia I

Rotating Blade
Stabilizer
essential

Rotating Blade
Stabilizer
essential

Another Stabi
1izer at top of
3D' drill collar

helps (essen
tial in larger

hole sizes).

Modified Short
Square Drill

Collar

3. Greatly reduce off
sets and spiralling in
hole.

4. Greatly restrict sud·
den hole angle changes
and dog-legs.

5.Greatly resist hole
angle build-up.

The /lDrilco Full-Flo
Assembly" at right
will:

1. Increase bit life"
through improved sta
bilization.

2. Further increase pen
etration rates because
optimum bit weights
go higher with more
effective stabilization.

MAINTENANCE TIPS
1. Bottom square sta
bilizer section should
be maintained very
close to hole size. In
some cases the tool is
made with zero clear
ance and is allowed to
wear only 1/16" on
diameter. Somewhat
more wear can be tal·
erated in the larger
hole sizes.
2. Maintenance of low
est Rotating Blade Sta-
bilizer is almost as crit·
ical as for the Modified
Short Square Drill Col
lar.

3. Stabilizers higher up
the hole may be al
lowed to wear some·
what more, depending
on distance from the
bit.

4.ln 672" holes, 1/16"
wear is twice as great,
proportionately, as in
12%" holes.

5. Very close mainten
ance to gage is more
expensive, but in crit-
ical situations it is
worth it.

FOR SOFT FORMATIONS AND
NON·ABRASIVE HARD FORMATIONS

MAINTENANCE TIPS

1. Assure a full-gage
hole with no reaming
back to bottom.

2. Increase bit life
through improved sta
bilization.

3. Further increase pen·
etration rates because
optimum bit weights
go higher with more
effective stabilization.

4. Greatly reduce off
sets and spiralling in
the hole.

5. Greatly restrict sud
den hole angle changes
and dog-legs.

6. Restrict hole angle
build-up.

1. Keep bottom ream
er in good shape, near
hole size. See pages
41- 44.

2. The closer the sta
bilizers to bottom, the
more essential it is to
keep them near hole
size.
3. In abrasive forma
tions, a good combina·
tion for the reamer is,
Knobby® Cutters at bot·
tom and "Q" cutters
at top.

4. Excessively rapid
wear on Rotating Blade
Stabilizers may be over
come by using Rub
ber Sleeve Type.

Stabilizer here
essential
Rubber sleeve
type preferred
Rotating Blade
type acceptable

8 to 12 Foot
Long Drill
Collar - Large
Size Essential

30 Foot long
Drill Collar
large size
essential

Stabilizer here
essential
Rubber sleeve
type preferred
Rotating Blade
type acceptable

6 Point
Reamer 'IQ"
or Knobby@
Rolling Cutters

Examples:
7%" dia. in
8%" hole
10" or 11"
dia. in 12%"
hole

Figure 6.37 - Stiff Bottoll1 - Hole Assell1blies (Continued)
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Tandem
Square Drill

Collars

Ordinary
Reamer not

required
because un·
consolidated

formations
rarely cause

bits to drill
under.gage

hole.

Recommend
large size 30'

drill collar
with stabil izer

at top.

This technique is parti·
cularly effective when
drilling with air.

MAINTENANCE TIPS

The recommendations
for single squares also
applies to tandem
squares.

THE TANDEM SQUARE
ASSEMBLY at right
will:
1. Provide all 5 of the
benefits attributed to
the regular square as
sembly on the opposite
page.
2. Make IITattie Tale"
technique feasible.

Here's a technique
some drillers have
found useful in Air and
Gas drilling. With this
long rotating square
assembly in the hole,
any side force on the
bit will cause a no·
ticeable build-up in
torque. Such side forces
normally make the hole
go crooked.

Employing the Tattle
Tale technique, the
driller reduces weight
when the torque goes
up and thereby reduces
the force tending to
make the hole go
crooked. This gives the
driller a tool to con·
trol deviation.

UNCONSOLIDATED FORMATIONS

4. If you need some
help on any of these
procedures, contact
your Drilco man.
Where formations are
such that the hole
en larges as it is
drilled, wall support
becomes intermittent,
at best. To compensate
for this a very long
wall·contact assembly
is recommended. The
Tandem-Square Assem·
bly lends itself well to
this service because it
has long wall contact
surfaces.

HOLE ASSEMBLIES

1. If formations are
abrasive and bits tend
to drill under gage hole,
be sure to use the ream·
er and keep it out to bit
diameter. This is best
accomplished with a
Drilco Knobby@Reamer.

2. As with other "pack
ed hole tools", Square
Drill Collars lose their
effectiveness as wear
progresses. Maximum
permissible wear de.
pends on how critical
situation is.

3. Rebuilding square
drill collars should be
done by controlled met·
allurgical procedures.
Drilco service shops are
specially equipped and
their people trained to
rebuild square collars
for maximum, trouble·
free performance.

The Assembly at left
will:
1.lncrease bit life
through eifective sta
bilization.
2. Permit highest drill·
ing rates because sta
bilization is maximum
and optimum bit
weights are highest.
3. Provide maximum reo
sistance to hole angle
build-up.
4. Provide maximum re
sistance to offsets and
spiralling in the hole.

5.Provide maximum re
sistance to sudden hole
angle changes and dog
legs.

MAINTENANCE TIPS

Bottom Reamer
recommended
if formations
are abrasive
if wear on
Square Drill
Collar is not
excessive, it
may be left
off.

.TIFFE.... BOTTOM

30 Foot
Square Drill
Collar

CONSOLIDATED FORMATIONS

Use stabilizer
here to in·
crease length
of assembly
and to reduce
wear at upper
end of square
drill collar.

Rubber sleeve
type best for
abrasive
formations.
Rotating Blade
type can be
used in non·
abrasive
formations.

Another
stabilizer is
recommended
at top of this
drill collar.

30 Foot Long
Drill Collar
large size
preferred.

Caution: This assembly
must be reamed to bot
tom if part of the hole
was drilled without a
square collar.

Figure 6.38 - Stiff BottOITl - Hole AsseITlblies (Continued)
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on the driller IS 'lfeel" for what is happening down the drill hole. This

art, acquired only through experience, accounts for such variables as the
8

proper control of bit pressure, rotary speed, pumping pressure, etc."

The art aspect of deviation control can be minimized through wider use of

instrumentation and subsequent documentation of drilling parall1eters.

Drilling "by the nUITlbers'J has been successfully eITlployed as a technique

for training inexperienced drillers.
14

However, this approach does not

have much support froITl the drillers thelllseives, and the practice is not

widely ernployed. Consequently, no drilling pararneter data base exists

for horizontal drilling.

When the driller establishes that a pattern of

hole deviation is developing he rnust make a correction. This IS accom

plished by ITlaking the hole deviate at an angle which will tend to bring the

trajectory of the hole back onto the proper projected path called for in the

drilling plan.

The procedure of controlling vertical hole

deflection by the use of a fulcrurn effect has been applied in horizontal

drilling in coal and the AEC horizontal drilling program conducted at
11

Mercury, Nevada. Figure 6.39 presents the principles involved, A

stabilizer, a few tens of thousandths of an inch smaller than the hole

diaITleter is placed on the drill string near the bit. This acts as a

fulcruITl to balance the force s involved. The weight of the bit is

balanced against the weight of the drill string suspended by the stabilizer.

For any drill rod configuration, the rod creates a lever arrn, which is

constant depending on the weight per foot of the rod and its flexibility.

Far removed froITl the stabilizer, the rod will lie on the bottom of the

hole. Thus, there is only a relatively short section of rod to actually

contribute the balancing force. This is shown in Figure 6.39 a. Figure

6.39b shows the drill rod configuration used to cause the hole to climb.

The stabilizer is placed close to the bit. The net downward force due

to gravity is thus behind the stabilizer and produces an upward force on

the bit. The force can be aITlplified by replacing the standard flexible
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rod with a heavy drill collar. This not only adds weight because of the

increased mass, but also adds force amplification due to the increased

lever arIn froIn the more rigid collar. This is illustrated in Figure

6.39 c which shows this configuration. To tnake the hole fall, the

stabilizer is moved back from the bit and the heavy collar now adds its

weight to the bit and overbalances the suspended drill rod behind the

o tabilizer.

Control of thrust and rpm are also used.

The drilling contractor at the Nevada Test Site of the AEC has employed

a system quite similar to the one in Figure 6.39 except that the

stabilizer location is not changed. The configuration 6f Figure 6.3 9b

is used to cause the resultant hole to climb. To cause the resultant

hole to fall, the standard stabilizer is replaced with a diamond en

crusted stabilizer which thus becomes a reamer. ·With these config

urations, it has been found that upward deflection is increased with

increased thrust and standard rpm's, while the hole can be made to

drop with the diamond stabilizer, at increased rpm's and reduced thrust.

ROITlmel and Rives
ll

used a configuration

similar to Figure 6.39 and found that thrust and rpITls became important

control parameters. They did not indicate how it was applied.

Logic would indicate that thrust and bit

speed can be used to produce variations, primarily to amplify or reduce

a tendency, wherein any particular drill string, and bit configuration in

specific form.ation will climb or fall. There seem to be no hard and

fast ground rules for their application. It is believed their effects will

have to be learned empirically in each new hole and each new con

figuration. This merely reinforces the fact that :much of the success

of the ope ration will rest in the human factors of the drilling art.

The fulcrum procedure has not been de

veloped as an effective steering technique in medium or hard rock.

6-81



Thrust
C':l
""i
$\)

<:
1-1
rl'

Stabilizer
Supported
eight of

Drill Rod

Front Stabilizer

Weight of Bit
and Drill Rod
Ahead of Bit

en
I
co
I'\J

Figure 6.39a - Fulcrum Effect on Bit Forces

Stabilizer Forward

Dns: Jported
Weight of Drill
String

Figure 6.39b - Climbing Configuration

Stabilizer Aft

Figure 6.39c - Falling Configuration



When the fulcruTIl procedure is not effective or when azimuthal corrections

are required, a deflecting tool must be employed.

The correction must be made in a different

coordinate system than the survey coordinates. The driller simply

determines how far the hole is to the left or right and above or below

the planned course. The correction angle, l/J may be computed with

respect to the high or the low side of the hole and is also shown on

Figure 6.34.

Let €v = the vertical error

€ A = the azimuthal error

ljJ = the deflection angle

Then for high side reference

t/J= -1
cot for low side reference

A deflecting tool is then used to deviate the hole at the angle r./J, to the

reference side of the hole. Deflecting tools apply a lateral force to the

drill bit at the proper angle and cause the hole to develop along a new

angle. The force angle and the new hole angle are not necessarily the

same, as bit rotation creates an orthogonal reaction torque.

When the tiTIle cornes to devi;:tte the hole,

engineering data is required to orient the deflection tools accurately.

First the directional engineer must know the present course of the hole.

Since the directional surveys have been repeatedly taken and plotted,

this information is available. Second, he must know where the next 30

feet of the hole should bottom out. Third, hE~ must know the degree to

which the selected deflection tool is ca.pable of deviating the hole. This

can range from. a fraction of a degree all the way up to 50 or more.
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Common deflecting tools 'include whip

stocks, and down-hole motors on bent subs. Other less frequently

used tools are discus sed in Section 6. 4.3.

Whipstocks are special wedges which,

when properly oriented and anchored, force the drill bit to drill into the

side wall near the bottom section of the hole. It is simply a long

ITletallic wedge which is anchored or cem.ented into the bottom. of the

hole. A sm.aller diam.eter bit is used which follows the side of the

wedge until it reaches the bottom. The whipstock then maintains the

proper hole angle by warping the drill string. The sIl!-all pilot hole is

continued ten to thirty feet below the bottom of the old hole. Then the

drill string and, usually, the whipstocks are withdrawn. A full gage

reamer is placed behind the pilot bit, and the new hole is reamed to

full size. The normal drillstring assembly is then attached and drilling

continues at the new angle. This procedure is shown in Figure 6.40.

Anchoring the whipstock can be a

problem. Originally, whipstocks were cemented in and left in the hole.

This technique has fallen in disfavor because of the possibility that the

wedge will brea~ loose in some future operation and jam. in the hole.

This can cause an expensive and time consunring fishing operation.

Today's recoverable whipstocks operate

with chisel point ends and fluid pas sages to wash any debris from. the

bottom. before the whipstock is set.

Initially, the tool is directly connected to

the drillstring py shear pins. After it has been inserted in the hole,

and oriented at the proper angle, sufficient force is applied to the drill

string to cause the pins to shear, and the chisel point to anchor the

wedge. This procedure is not applicable to all formations. Frequently,

in soft formations the chisel will not provide a sufficiently firm anchor

and the whipstock will turn with the drill. Resetting the whipstock now

becomes an exercise in the ingenuity of the driller. The whipstock
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Figure 6.40. Deviating a Hole with a Whipstock
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frequently can be cernentul with a plug in the bottom of the hole. How

ever, this will not always work; m.any factors are involved. There are

some ground waters with mineral content that will not allow cement to

harden properly.

Temperature also plays an irnportant

role, for exarnple, in current practice in drilling diversional holes for

mineral exploration cement hardens beautifully in Arizona, while in the

Zinc- Tin Belt of Tennes see the cement never seems to harden. An

ingenious technique frequently em.ployed is to drive a dry, end grain,

piece of wood into the hole, set the chisel point, then wait for the wood

to swell, and lock the whipstock.

The use of the down-hole hydraulic motor,

On a bent sub has been increasing. The bent sub is simply a short

section of drillstring with the threaded ends at an angle with each other.

The drill string is attached to one end, the rnotor at the other. As

with the whipstock, a nUITlber of surveys with angular corrections are

required to orient the rotational angle of the bent sub. An additional

factor in orientation rests in the fact that the down- hole tnotor generates

a considerable reaction torque. This causes the drill string to twist to

the left (count~rclockwise) in opposition to the norrnal rotation of the

lTIotor. This angle rnust be taken into account in orienting the sub.

The twist of the drill string is governed by the depth of the hole, the

rigidity of the drill rod, and the torque of the motor. The torque in

turn is governed by the fluid flow rate, the force on the bit, and the

drilling characteristics of the forITlation.

The ability to accurately deviate a hole

with this techp.ique depends upon close control of drilling pararneters

and frequent timely surveys.
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6.. 4 .. 3 Equipment

The following sections describe directional

drilling equipment. Survey devices 1 drill string stabilization equip

ment and deflection tools are discus sed. Some additional inform.ation

on the procedures employed with the various item.s of equipment are

also included.

6.4 .. 3.1 Survey Devices

(a) Magnetic Single Shot and Multi- Shot

Devices

The e,tate-of-the-art in available

survey instruITlentation for horizontal drilling is typified by the magnetic

rnulti- shot and single shot devices available from such companies as

Eastman Whipstock Inc. and Sperry- Sun Inc. A typical magnetic rnulti

shot instruITlent is illustrated in Figure 6.4l. These instruments have

a 1.75 inch (44.5 ITlrn) outside diameter ..

In addition to the survey device

there is auxiliary equiprnent which rnust be used in conducting a survey.

In order to survey down hole, the

instruITlent is norITlally ITlounted in a protective case with either spring

mounted or pneuITlatic shock absorbers. The case is selected for the

size of the pipe so it can be pumped (go- deviled) down the drill string.

Above the drill bit is a set of non

magnetic drill collars. Their length is selected so that the magnetic field

will not be distorted by the iron of the pipe above, nor the drill motor

or deflection tools below, the survey point.. The common practice is to

position the survey tool about one-third of the way up the collars. To

accomplish this a series of non-magnetic extension bars are assembled
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below the protective case. These corne in assorted lengths, so that they

can be as sembled in combination to fit the particular lengths of drill

collars being run. (See Figure 6.42.)

In order to determine the orientation

of the tool face with respect to the survey package, a rn1l1e shoe alignment

cam is attached by a sub to the steering tool. A m.ule shoe is a set of

mating carns which are shouldered to guide the instrument into a certain

angular orientation as it seats itself. The cam flanges of the reference

portion of the cam mate with pins or shoulders on the tool to be oriented.

Regardles s of its initial orientation, they rotate it to .the proper angle

prior to seating. SOUle subs are available so that the mule shoe can be

pin-aligned with the face of the steering tool. Others use scribe marks

for the alignment. The angle between scribes must be measured. This

then becornes a bias angle which must be subtracted out in subsequent

computations.

If the survey package is a single

shot, it is retrieved by a wire line running through the swivel (rotating

joint on the drill rig) which feeds the drilling fluid from the pump to

the drill string. At the end of the wire line is an overshot. This is

a self- engaging device which attaches itself to the head of the single

shot. After the overshot is pUITIped down and attaches itself, the single

shot is retrieved. If the device is a multi- shot, it 1S go-deviled down

just before it is necessary to pull the drill string. Usually the tinier

is set to take a picture every 20 seconds as the drill string is reITloved.

On development, those pictures which were taken while the pipe was

moving will be blurred. It is nece ssary to stop the pipe each tiITle a

length of drill rod is relTIoved. Thus, pictures taken during this interval

will be clear. Soul.e "rnulti- shots also include a watch which is synchronized

with a similar watch on the surface. Thus, correlation between the time

shown on the pictures and the logged time for removal of individual

sections provides an additional method of checking the location of rnulti-

- shot readings.
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Figure 6.42. Typical Directional Instrument Assembly
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(b) Gyroscopic Devices

Humphrey Inc. builds both gyro

scopic and fluxgate magnetom.eter survey devices. This equipment can

be ordered on a custom basis in configurations suitable for surveying

horizontal holes. The equipment transmits data to the surface by wire

line and is monitored on a "real time" basis at the surface. A gyro

scopic survey system is illustrated in Figure 6. 43. This equipment is

typically 1. 75 inch (44.5 mm) in diameter.

(c) Survey Steering Tools

Survey steering tools are survey

devices which are pumped down the drill string to provide "real time 11

survey information when a direction change is carried out. The devices

are basically magnetic survey instrum.ents which transmit data to the

surface through a wireline. A steering tool system is illustrated in

Figure 6. 44.

Survey steering tools are widely

used for directional drilling operations in the petroleum. industry where

they have been instrumental in making the Dyna-Drill the preferred hole

deflection tool. The continuous surface read out allows the driller to

determine how much the drill string is twisting due to the reaction

torque of the down-hole motor. This enables the driller to set the

angle of the bent sub under dynamic conditions. He can then hold this

angle by control of: the drill string orientation, the thrust of the bit 1

and the fluid flow rate. This is a truly dynamic reading 1 under full

power. It takes the guesswork out of the survey setting. Thus, it

provides a capability not achieved by any other nleans.

One such system consists of a down

hole probe, surface data processor, digital mini-computer, tape printer,

x- Y plotter 1 and angle read-out. Optionally, a digital cassette recorder

is prov ided to record all data for future processing.
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All equipment is fi~ld portable or is

mounted in a truck which also contains a single conductor wire line unit.

The probe utilizes magnetic sensors

and accelerotneters to deterrrdne the direction of the :magnetic and gravi

tational vectors relative to the axes of the probe. A gyro can be used to

replace the magnetic sensors if the survey is to be perfor:m.ed inside drill

pipe or casing. The sensor data is conditioned and multiplexed by

electronic circuitry contained within the probe and transmitted to the sur

face via a single conductor wire line. The wire line also provides power

to the probe.

At the Burface, the sensor signals

are reconstructed by a data processor. Tool or drill face alignment is

provided directly to an ang~e readout for drill steering. Sensor data

along with measured depth information is fed to a digital m.ini- cornputer

where all necessary survey co:m.putations take place. Completed survey

data from the co:mpliter is iIn:mediately presented by a tape print out and/or

X- Y plot of the plan and elevation view of the hole. Sirnulta,n~()usly a

recording of the survey data can be furnished for futu:re computer

proces sing.

The cOInputationa.l speed and accura.cy

of the digital cOInputer allow s ainlost instantaneous print out of survey

data to a high degree of resolution and repeatability which eliminates

human errors in interpretation and computation.

Survey steering tools are generally

available for applications up to 700 from vertical. Horizontal ver siens

of these devices 'are said to be available on a custom order basis, and

several companies have indicated that they intend to provide them as a

service in the near future. Scientific Drilling Controls, Inc. of Newport

Beach, California a~d Sperry- Sun Inc., of Houston. Texas manufacture

survey steering tools and provide related services. These devices have

a typical outside dia:meter of 1. 75 inch (44.5 rom).
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Survey device manufacturers are

listed in Appendix A.

6.4.3.2 Stabilization Equipment

As noted in Section 6.4.2.2 stabilization

equipm.ent consists of (1) stabilizers, (2) drill collars, and (3) reamers.

This equipment is supplied by manufacturers servicing the petroleulll drilling

industry. Drilco Division of Srn.ith International, Inc., Midland, Texas is

a major supplier of stabilization equipm.ent. Listings of other suppliers

can be found by consulting the references in Appendix. A.

6.4.3.3 Steering or Deflection Tools

(a) The Whipstock

The whipstock is a wedge- shaped

steel casting with a tapered or concave guide channel for the bit (Figure

6.45 ). Whipstocks can be permanently installed, or they can be of a

removable type. The permanent whipstock is cemented in and remains

in the hole. ~t was used in the early days of directional drilling, but is

seldom used today. Experience has taught the drillers that circulation

and drilling operations rnay loosen a permanently set whipstock and cause

it to dislodge into the new hole. This could result in a costly fishing

operation or even the loss of the hole. Except for very special cases,

reITlovable whipstocks are now used alrn.ost exclusively.

The removable whipstock is an old

reliable deflection tool, but it has some rn.ajor disadvantages compared to

down-hole ITlotors. It· does not allow a full gauge hole to be drilled.

Its use requires considerable trip tim.e because a small undersize rat

hole rn.ust first be drilled. The rat- hole must then be reaITled to full

size after the whipstock is removed. Although the whipstock is gradually

. being displaced by down hole motors, in certain cases it is still the best

tool for the job.
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(b) Knuckle Joints

The knuckle joint (Figure 6.46) is

basically a pilot rearner, (an undersize bit ahead of a full gauge bit) with

a universal joint principle built into its connection with the drill stern.

We have found no record of knuckle joints being used in existing hori

zontal holes. However, the reason for its lack of use seems to be that

these tools are not m.ade in the smaller gauges currently used for

directional high-angle holes. The universal, which is usually a splined

ball and socket joint, enables the lower drilling assembly, consisting of

bit and reamer, commonly called the stinger, to rotate at a different

angle froIn the drill stern. This changes the drift angle and direction

of the hole. When the joint enters the new hole, the knuckle straightens

out, and the drill pipe takes care of the necessary curvature for con

tinuing the hole in the new direction.

As with other directional tools,

the knuckle joint is oriented and set on the bottom in this position. The

tool is worked in and out to form a recess for the lead bit on the stinger.

When no more progress can be made, heavy thrust is applied, the tool

is set and rotation is started at 20 to 40 rpm, with steady circulation.

Drilling is continued until 15 to 20 feet of hole have been m.ade.

In operating the knuckle joint it is

important to maintain proper force (weight) and to keep the tool cutting

or biting into the formation. If this action slows up, the tool has a

tendency to· crawl around the hole and change its direction. Applying

the weight is the only means of holding the desired direction. The

knuckle joint gives greater deviations than the whipstock as the deflection

takes place in a distance equal to the length of the tool. The deviation

will vary with the formation and the manner in which the tool is being

used. In sla.nt drilling, the knuckle joint is commonly used in soft

form.ations which will not hold whipstocks.
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Figure 6.46. Knuckle Joint (Courtesy Houston
Oil Field Material Co.)
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(c) Spudding and Jet Bits

These bits are used only in

extremely soft formations. They are used to deviate holes where the

formation can be directionally eroded by a jet of water. They do not

seem to be used in high angle holes because of their relatively un

controllable washing action. This can cause the hole to collapse.

Other bits and directional tools which lessen· damage to the formations.
seem to be preferrable in high angle holes.

(d) Down-Hole Hydraulic Motors

Today the m.ost corranon tools used

to deviate a hole are the down-hole hy~raulic rnotors, of which there are

two types, positive displacement and turbine. Both. types of down- hole

motors have several advantages over the older types of deflection tools.

They drill full gauge holes so that no follow-up run to reaITl

the rat- hole is required.

Multiple deviations and corrections can be ll1ade without

corning out of the hole.

The motor s can be made to clean out bridge s in the hole,

and can clean out bottom hole cuttings before deviation is

started.

They are unique in that they utilize the flow of drilling

fluid down the drill string to turn the bit, thus elim.inating the

need to 'turn the drill stern.

They drill to a SITlooth arc of curvature rather than

a series of sharp, abrupt dogle"gs, associated with con

ventional wedging or whipstocking techniques.
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The s ysterns carry their own bending force along as they

drill. Thus, they describe a smooth arc of a circle, the

radius of which is established by the degree of fixed bend

in the bent sub.

(e) Down-Hole Turbine Motor s

Down- hole turbine motor s (Fig

ure 6.47) consist of a turbine section, a replaceable bearing section, and

a rotating bit sub on which a conventional bit is made up. Turbines

operate only with mud as a circulating lllediurn.

The turbine section contains blade

like rotors and stators. The stator is attached to the outer case of the

tool and is held station~ry by it. The rotor is attached to the drive

shaft. Each rotor and stator combination are terllled a "stage" and

several stages constitute the turbine section. In operation, drilling

mud is pumped down the drill string and into the tool. The blades in

each of the stationary stators guide the mud onto the rotor blades at an

angle. Mud flow forces the rotors (and thus the drive shaft) to rotate

to the right.

Turbine drills typically run from

1,500 to 3,000 rpm. Thus, it is difficult to get a good match between

their speed-torque characteristics and those of the bit. They are ~lso

very sensitive to loading of the bit, and will stall if overloaded.

There are several directional

drilling organizations using them. However, we have found no cases

where they have been used for controlled directional drilling of hori

zontal hole s.

(f) Positive DisplaceIllent Motors

Positive displaceIllent motors

differ from turbines in that they generate their motor action through
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physical displacement rather than by the inertial impact of the fluid.

They fall in the category of low speed hydraulic motors. Conceptually,

there are ITlany ways this action can be achieved. However, the only

positive displacement down-hole motor in current use seems to be the

Dyna-Drill. This is essentially a Moyno pump used in reverse appli-

cation. The as sem.bly is shown in Figure 6. 21. It consists of a

dUITlp valve above the motor proper to enable the filling and draining of

the drill string before and after operation, a three- stage motor as sembly

(comprised of a rotor and stator), a connecting rod assembly, a bearing

and drive shaft assembly, and a rotating sub to which a conventional

bit can be made up.

The Dyna- Drill can be obtained

either for use on a bent sub, or in a bent housing configuration. The

design of the tool includes a flexible connecting rod, so that the drill

housing can be bent at this point without affecting the tool's operating

characteristics, Figure 6.48. With this m.odification the bend in the

assem.bly is located much closer to the bit than with the conventional

bent sub-assembly.

There are several advantage s to

this configuration:

There is less lateral displacernent of the tool in the

borehole.

The tool is easier to orient.

There is' less damage to the borehole.

The drill bit approach angle to the formation is

increased.

For any bend angle, the ratio of the angle changes

to the length of hole drilled is increased.
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Figure 6.48 - Bent Housing and Bent Sub Dyna-Drill Assell1blies
(Courtes y, Dyna -Drill Co.)
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It provides a stiffer, m.ore stable configuration.

In operating both the turbine and the

Dyna-Drill, there is a characteristic that other types of deflection tools

do not have. This is the generation of reaction torque. Reaction torque

is the result of the drilling fluid flowing against the stator, trying to

rotate the drill string to the left while the rotor and bit rotate to the

right. This phenomenon must be taken into account when orienting down

hole motors. The direction in which the tool faces, as deterITlined by

a single shot survey will in general not be the direction it will go when

drilling COmrrlence s.

Experience in a specific geological

area, with a specific drill string, 1S the only way to truly learn how to

compensate for reaction torque in that configuration. One rule of thum.b

often used is to allow 100 per 1,000 feet when drilling in soft forITlations

and 50 per 1,000 feet for hard forITlations. In other words, the ITlotor

is faced 50 to 100 to the right (clockwise) for each 1,000 feet of hole

length. Thus, when the m.otor is activated, reaction torque will turn

the tool back in the proper direction. Even with the above rules of

thum.b, reaction torque presented a vexing problem until the advent of

the survey steering tool discussed in Section 6.4.3.1.

Manufacturers of deflection tools

are listed in Appendix A.

6.4.4 Guidance Capabilities

For the most part, adequate statistical te st

data are lacking to evaluate what the lilllitS of guidance accuracy are.

No truly objective projection of what can be achieved can be made

without such a base line.
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Two reasonable sam.ples of data have been

obtained, one set for survey accuracy and one set for steering accuracy.

Neither set is truly representative of the long-range horizontal drilling

problem. However, they are adequate to establish a point of departure,

to serve until better data are available.

6.4.4.1 Survey Accuracy

The state-of-the-art in horizontal

and near horizontal survey instrumentation is represented by the single

shot and multi-shot magnetic survey devices.

In January of 1963, Sperry-Sun con

ducted a controlled experiment to determine the degree of accuracy of

Sperry-Sun survey equipment. Hurricane Mesa, St. George County,

Utah, near Zion National Park, was selected as the test site. A string

of aluminum pipe was laid froIn the top along the mountainside of the

Mesa. After an initial 250 foot (76 m) drop, the average angle of

inclination was 55° over a course of 2580 feet (786 m.) long.

Tests were run on m.agnetic multi

shot and slim-hole gyroscope multi- shot devices. An independent survey

organization was called in to survey the pipeline with third-order accu

racy.

To fully exploit the checking and

accuracy of Sperry-Sun directional survey services, a series of both

continuous magnetic surveys as well as slim-hole gyroscopic surveys

were run.

In these tests different components

of instruments were utilized to eliITlinate biases caused by individual

units. Three (-3) different surveying engineers were used to eliITlinate

. interpretive biases that otherwise m.ight cloud results. The gyro

equipment is not available for horizontal surveying. A different gimbal
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mounting would be required. Therefore, only the results of the mag

netic multi-shot will be discussed.

Four surveys of the pipeline were

made using the continuous m.agnetic multi-shot method. These consisted

of three different runs at 30 foot (9 m.) intervals and one run at 100 foot

(30 m) intervals. The 30 foot (9 m) intervals could be expected to give

better statistical accuracy, but the 100 foot (30 m.) interval was run as

more representative of oil field operations.

Figure 6.49 is a picture of a 0-90 0

display of a magnetic multi- shot. It can be read to an, accuracy of

about + 1/2 degree in elevation and probably a little better than one

degree in azimuth. An estimate of a combined reading error of one

degree would seeITl reasonable.

With a survey interval of 30 feet

(9 m) a 2580 foot (786 m) run would have 86 points, while a 100 foot

(30 m) interval would provide 25 points.

The equation for total error, €, in

feet is:

Where:

€ == Root Mean Square (rms) Error in Feet.

E
f

== Fixed Offset Error in Feet (normally negligible)

€ = Resulting Error in Degrees (random errors)
r

€b = Bias Error in Degrees (mostly calibration error)

I = The Reading Interval in Feet

N == The Number of Stations Read.
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Interpretation:

Inclination = 37°
Direction = 0° Magnetic

Figure 6.49. 0-90° Compass Angle Picture
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Since these tests were initiated to

establish a baseline instrun1.ental survey, it is safe to assume that all

possible steps were taken to elim.inate both calibration and bias errors ..

Thus, we can assu:rne the following:

€f = € = 0
b

Er = 1 °

I = 30 ft. (9 rn.), N = 86, and

I = 100 ft. (30 m), N= 25.

For these conditions:

€ = .0175 I € (N)l";Z ft.
r

or

€ == 4. 85 feet for the 30 foot (9 m) interval

and

€ == 8. 73 feet for the 100 foot (30 rn) interval.

Figure 6.50 is a p1anview of the last fifty feet of the survey. The

rrus error of the three, 30 foot (9 m) interval runs is 5 feet (1.5 rn).

It is dangerous to try to extrapolate

data from. a 50° inclination to the horizontal or 90° inclination, because a

com.pletely different set of parameters becomes dominant. The basic high

angle compass, (0-130°) card (Figure 6.51) has somewhat better resolu

tion than the 0'-90° card. Possibly a basic resolution of ± .25 degrees

with an operational reading accuracy could be achieved. Bias errors

will probably predominate if a reasonable survey increment is used.

In general, m.axi~um bias errors would be expected to fall within + 1 0

in elevation and ± 2.5 degrees in azimuth. These would be under

norlTIa1 operating conditions, where results can be expected to degrade.
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Figure 6.50. Sperry-Sun Calibration Accuracy Determination
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Interpretation:

Inclination = 109 3/4 0

Direction = go Southwest
Magnetic

Figure.6.51. 0-130° (High Angle) Compass Angle Picture
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For utmost accuracies, field procedures can evolve which would probably

diminish these bias errors by a factor of four or five to minimum.

values in the order of -+-.25 0 in elevation and possibly +.5 0 in azimuth.

These procedures will require repeated calibration, and exploitation of

any peculiarities of the local conditions.

Claims for gyroscopic survey accu

racy equipment are about an order of ITIagnitude better than m.agnetic

instruments. [+ 1 ft (0.305 m) deviation for 1, 000 ft, (305 m) linear

distance. J 29 However, this equipment must be custom built for hori

zontal applications and its probable cost is 2 to 4 times that of avail

able magnetic survey devices.
33

In addition, the devices have not yet

been proven in horizontal applications.

The survey steering tool would be

a valuable aid in controlling the accuracy of direction changes. How

ever, as in the case of gyroscopic survey instrum.ents, the device must

be custom made for horizontal applications and it has not yet been

applied to the horizontal drilling problem.. Daily charges for total

costs associated with survey steering tools can run to 20 times the
32

cost of available magnetic survey tools.

6.4.4.2 Steering Capability and Accuracy

Review of horizontal drilling case histories

leads to the conclusion that there are es sentially three available state- of

the-art techniques for steering horizontal drilling. These include:

(1) Variations in drilling as sem.b1y configuration along with

adjustments in rotational speed and thrust to achieve

vertical deviation control. (The fulcrum principal.)
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(2) Use of the whipstock or wedge to control vertical and

azimuthal deviation.

(3) Use of the Dyna-Drill with a bent sub or bent housing

to control vertical and azimuthal deviation.

The fulcrum principal has proven succes s

fu1 in horizontal drilling programs conducted in soft materials with both

diamond coring bits and rolling cutter bits. (Items 4, 15, and 17,

Table 2.1) The effectiveness of this procedure has not been determined

in rnedium and hard rock.

Whipstocking (wedging) has been employed

in all long horizontal drilling in medium and hard rock conducted with

diamond coring equipment. (ltem.s 2, 3, 5, and 16~ Table 2.1) Whip

stocking has been noted to be relatively ineffective in soft materials. I I , 29

The 1.75 in. (44.5 mm) Dyna-Dril1 has

been an effective deflection tool in soft materials with both diamond and

rolling cutter bits but information on its performance in medium and

hard rock is lacking. The 5 in. (127 mm) Dyna-Drill has been effective

in deflecting horizontal holes drilled in soft materials and angle holes

in soft, rnedium, and hard rock.

Table 6.8 is a summary of the drilling

accuracies of twenty holes made by the Atomic Energy COIT1mis sian. All

these holes are in' the sarne locality. Thus, conditions are probably as

thoroughly standardized as possible to provide a reasonable base line

estilnate.

If these data are clas sed into two groups

by date, the holes drilled between 1967 and the end of 1971 have a mean

error of 26.8 feet., The holes drilled in 1972 and 1973 have a mean

error of only 6.2 feet. There seems to be a very obvious learning

curve effe ct.
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Table 6.8 : Long Underground Horizontal Exploratory
Drill Holes and Target Results

Nevada Test Site 1967 - 1973

HOLE DEPTH DEVIATION FROM la' x 10' TARGET DATE
HOLE NO. IN FEET HORIZONTAL VERTICAL COMPLETED..
UIZe.ll - 1 830 • 2 ' LT 6.10' LOW 11-67
U12t.Ol - 1 2001 1.3' LT 5.85' HIGH 12-68
U12t.D2 .. 1 1142 28.25' RT - D.- 1-69
U12t.D2 .. 2 2443 83.2' RT ** 4.D4' LOW 3-69
U12t.02 - 3 2700 212.0' RT * 0.4' HIGH 6-69
U12e.12 .., 1 906 21.81' RT 40. 72' LO~'l 7-69
U12e.12 - 2 858 7.36' RT S. 69' L01'1 8-69
U12e.07 - 1 1452 24.46' RT 20.44' LOW 11-70
VI2e.OS - 2 2389 21.3' RT 16.83' LOW 1-71

0" U12e.OS - 3 1114 .. 90' LT 12.5' LOW 2-71
I UJ2e.06 - 1 1488 17.6' RT 1.19' HIGH 4-71.....

'"""' U12e.lS - 1 1404 1.33' LT -0- 3-72w
U12e.15 - 2 2500 3.86' RT -0- 7-72
U12e.14 - 2 335 -o- S. 36' L01~ ABAND. 8-1-72
U12e.14 - 2A 1024 11.79' LT 1.9' HIGH 8-72
U12t.03 .. 1 3690 186 .. 49' RT *** 227 • 25' LOl'l 11-72
If12c.02 - 1 2049 2.96' RT 6.5' HIGH 11-72
!lI~~t'.11l - 3 .1:'76 R. 2' Iff' -0- lZ-72
1112t.lJ:i - 2 1 ~; ,1 4 .L u ~) , I{T 5 • 0' II [(;11 12-72
lf12c.07 - 3 2(lS3 3.3G' RT -0- 2-73

* NO ATTEMPT WAS 1'-IADE TO CORRECT FOR EXCBSSIVE HORIZONTAL DEVIATION TO RIGHT.

** 5 WI II PSTOCf\S TO LnFT WTTII NO BENnrrr.

*** HOLE PeRMITTED TO DEVTATE TO RIGHT ANn DOWN.



Figure 6. 52 is a plot of this data. There

seelTIS to be no observable angular error as a function of distance. It

is believed that these holes have probably not penetrated to a depth where

the angular effect has becom.e appreciable. As holes get deeper and

torsional and frictional affects becollle greater, the errors can be expected

to increase. This data could only be considered typical of sm.all dialTIeter

diamond core drilling with whipstock steering.

The early data from these holes is probably

more representative of what could be obtained in a new hole in an undefined

location. Thus, on the average, this hole could be expected to be steered

within a 30-foot (9 m) radius. It would seem reasonable that the later

data could be considered representative of an experienced crew, working

to achieve the utlllost in accuracy.. Thus, steering to within a 6-foot

(l. 8 m.) radius should be -a realistic goal. However, re-direction and

re-drilling portions of the hole would have to be expected.

6.4.4.3 Conclusions

~hen survey and steering error are

combined, total guidance error in feet is:

(E
2

L
2 + E

2
LI)C R

where

E
T

Total er,ror in feet.

E
S

Steering error in feet.

E"c Calibration error in degrees.

E" Random error in degrees.
r

L Hole length in feet.

I Survey i'nterval in feet.
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Table 6. 9 - Maximum and Minimum. Expected Values

for Surveying and Steering Parameters

.Maximum Value Minimum Value Nominal Value

Variable Feet/ Degrees Feet/Degrees Feet/ Degrees

(Meters) (Meters) (Meters)

Azimuth Elevation Azimuth' Elevation Azimuth Elevation

ES - - - - + 6 (1.82) + 6 (1.82)

Ec + 2.5° ± 1
0 + .5 0 ± .25° - -

E:r + 1
0 + .5 + 2.5 + .25 - -

I 30 (9.1)
.~...~
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Table 6.9 indicates InaximuIn and

m.inimum or nominal values for the appropriate parameters projected

from. Sections 6.4.4.1 and 6.4.4.2. ~hen these numbers are plugged

into the equation above, the results can be plotted as m.axim.um. and

minimum anticipated guidance errors as in Figure 6.53.

6.5 Fishing

The term. "fish" is used to describe any piece of equipm.ent

in the bore hole which the driller does not want in the hole and which

cannot be retrieved at will. The term. I'fishing tool" applies to special

equipm.ent which is added to the drill string to engage and retrieve the

fish. The term I'fishing" applies to the application of fishing tools and

associated procedures to remove the fish froITl the bore hole. The dis

cussion which follows owes- much to the Rotary Drilling Handbook by

J. E. Brantly.34 Chapter XXI of this reference presents a detailed

discussion of fishing procedures.

6. 5. 1 Causes of Fishing Operations

The most common cause of fishing jobs is a drill

string failure which results in the string breaking in two. This is

commonly referred to as a "twistoff ". The section of drill string above

the break can be withdrawn in the usual manner, but a fishing operation

is required to recover the section of drill string below the twistoff.

Another common cause of fishing jobs is sticking

the string. If excessive torque or tension are applied to free the drill

string a break can occur. Normally, if the string. cannot be freed, it

is intentionally separated ,by reversing the drill string rotation. A

fishing operation is again required to rem.ove the drilling equipment below

the point of failure or intentional separation.

Bit failures are another conlInon cause of fishing
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jobs. Bit components from failed bits are practically undrillable and

must be removed before drilling can resume.

Other causes of fishing jobs are the loss of

instruITlents in the hole and wireline breakage.

6.5.2 Prevention of Fishing Operations

The incidence of twistoff failures can be decreased

by careful torquing of drill pipe connections and frequent inspection of

drill string components.

The most irnportant elelnent in preventing stick

ing of the drill string is careful control of the drilling mud program.

The ability of the drilling mud to stabilize the hole and its lubricating

properties are factors in preventing sticking of the string.

Bit failures can be avoided by ensuring that

the proper bit weight and rotational speed are employed. Bit perform

ance must be carefully m.onitored so that worn bits are replaced before

they fail.

6.5. 3 Fishing Tools

Primary fishing tools include:

(1) Rotary taper taps and rotary die collars.

(2) Cir culating and relea sing over shots •

(3) Fishing magnets.

(4) Junk baskets.

Rotary taper taps (Figure 6.54(a)) have tapered

case-hardened male threads which screw into a fish, and rotary die

collars (Figure 6.54(b)) have tapered case-hardened threads which screw

onto a fish. Both devices are used to retrieve lost se ctions of drill string.
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(a) Rotary Taper Tap (b) Rotary Die Collars

Figure 6.54 - Primary Fishing Tools (Courtesy, Houston Engineers, Inc--l
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The single bowl and double bowl releasing and

circulating overshots (Figure 6.54 (c)) are lowered over the fish to

grasp it. The overshot can engage and release the fish as often as

may be neces sary to free it, giving it a clear advantage over the non

releasing taper taps and die collars. The circulating overshot is sealed

to the fish when engaged so that circulation may be resumed to aid in

freeing the fish.

Fishing magnets are used to retrieve broken bits

and other smaller objects from the hole (Figure 6. 54(d)).

The junk basket (Figure 6. 54 (e)) is made up of

a long hollow barrel and a shoe on the lower end with hard- faced teeth

capable of drilling into hard formations. Inside the shoe is a catcher

having hinged fingers. The junk basket is lowered over the fish and

rotated so that the shoe cuts a core from the formation. The hinged

fingers of the catcher fold back as the tool is being rotated and driven

over the fish and the core. When the junk basket is pulled back, the

fingers of the catcher dig into the core and cut off a section, thus

retaining the fish and core within the barrel.

The tools described above are designed to engage

the fish and pern:Lit force to be exerted on it so that it may be with-

drawn from the bore hole.

There are a number of other important fishing

tools, sometimes called accessory fishing tools, which are used to aid

and safeguard the operation of the basic engaging tools, to provide

means for exerting unusual forces against the fish, to loosen the fish

or separate it into removable lengths, or to prevent the need for fishing

jobs in the first place. Fishing tools which fall into this category

include rotary jars, burnpe r subs, safety joints, free point indicators

and backoff shots, wash-pipe, external cutters, bumper safety joints,

and jar safety joints. These tools are discussed below.
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Double Bowl Type
Series "AI"

(c) Releasing and Circulating Overshots

Figure 6.54 - Prim.ary Fishing Tools - Cont. (Courtesy, Hendershot Tool Co.)
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Figure 6.54 - Prim.ary Fishing Tools - Cant. (Courtesy, Bowen Tools, Inc.)
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(1) "Rotary Jars: Rotary jars are installed

in fishing strings to enable the driller to strike heavy upward blows

against an engaged fish to jar it loose from. its stuck position. They

are als 0 included or m.ade up in strings during te sting, coring, and

washing-over operations to act as safeguards and to provide the m.eans

with which to loosen the string should it be come stuck.

l'All rotary jars have in them. a restrain

ing mechanism which holds the telescopic elements of the tool in a

closed position until sufficient upward pull is exerted to trip the re strain

ing mechanism and allow the telescopic elements to move into their

extended position. In operation, the strain of the upward pull will

stretch the drill pipe and, when the jar trips, the upward surge of the

drill pipe in returning to its normal length will cause it to strike a

severe blow. In order to concentrate the jarring blow at the fish and

make it effective, it is important to include several drill collars in

the fishing string immediately above the jar.

"SoITle rotary jars depend upon the con

stant maintenance of torque in the string to trip their restraining mech

anisms. Other more widely used rotary jars incorporate simple mech

anical or hydraulic restraining ITlechanisms, and are tripped with a

straight upward pull of the fishing. (Figure 6. 55(a).)

(2) l'BuITlper Subs: To assure the driller

further of the ability to release the overshot in the event it proves

impos sible to pull the fish, it is good practice to install a bUITlper sub

in the fishing string immediately above the safety joint. Most bumper

subs are merely expansion joints whose two sections are free to move

vertically in relation to each other, but are prevented from rotating

independently. With this tool in the string, the driller or the ITlan on

the brake is able to deliv~r the sharp downward blo·w which is required

to break the engagement of the gripping mtITlbe r of the overshot with

the fish, and the bumper sub will also transmit the torque required to

com.plete the releasing operation. The presence of a bumper sub in

the string is also definitely advantageous in releasing the overshot from

a recovered fish at the top of the hole. It simplifies the operation and

eliminates the necessity of resorting to awkward and dangerous measures

(Figure 6. 55 (b). )
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(a) Rotary Jar (Courtesy, Bowen
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(b) Bumper Subs (Courtesy, Baash-Ross
Div., Joy Mfg. Co.)

(c) Safety Joints

Figure 6. 55 - Acces sory Fishing Tools

6-125



(3) 11Safety Joints: The sole purpose of the

ITlany types of safety joints is to provide the fishing string operator

with a connection readily releasable at any point in the string at which

it is placed. Such tools provide definite safety advantages in both fish

ing and drilling operations.

liThe iITlportance of using a 'releasing'

overshot to retrieve a lost section of the drilling string has been

stres sed previously herein. As a precautionary ll1.easure against the

possibility of failure on the part of the overshot's releasing ITlechanisITl,

it is good practice to install a safety j oint in the fishing string and to

locate it imITlediately above the overshot. Neither tool is adversely

affected by the other, because overshots are released with rotation in

a screwing (right-hand) direction and the safety joints are released

with rotation in an unscrewing (left-hand) direction. Thus the driller

has double assurance of the ability to disconnect and withdraw his

entire string should it be found illlpOS sible to pull the fish.

"Safety joints, the outside diameters of

which correspond to the outside diallleters of the tool joints in the drill

pipe, should be selected. This will sim.plify any fishing operations

which might necessitate engagement of the safety joint with an overshot.

In order not to impair circulation and to permit the running of wire

line equiplllent, the inside diameter of the safety joint should be equal

to the inside diall1.eter of the tool joints on the drill pipe.

"In washing-over operations, it is good

practice to install a special safety joint, called a washover safety joint,

at the top of the wash-pipe. If the wash-pipe should stick, this tool

can be separated and the portion of this special safety joint which is

left in the hole has the same inside diall1.eter a s the wa sh-pipe. Thus

there will be no im.pairlllent at the top of the fish, and proper tools

can be lowered into the stuck wash-pipe to perform. recovery operations.

(Figure 6. 55(c).)
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Figure 6.55 - Accessory Fishing Tools - Cont.~urtesy, Homco
International, In~
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(4) "Freepoint Indicators and Backoff Shots:

As the name implies, freepoint indicator s are lowered into stuck strings

and operated to determine the lowest point at which the string is free.

Thereafter, the weight of the unstuck portion of the string is picked up

the left-hand torque is applied, and a companion tool, called a 'backoff

shot, 1 is detonated within the lowest connection of the free portion of

the string. The com.bination of these forces will cause the tool joint to

back off and separate the drilling string at this point.

points

points

ally.

"All freepoint indicators have contact

at the upper and lower extrelllities of the tool, and these contact

engage the inside of the drill pipe either mechanically or lllagnetic

The tools are electrically operated and, when their contact points

are in engagement, an upward pull in the string will record a degree of

stretch if the string is free and no stretch if the string is stuck. Thus,

by setting the instrument at various depths in the drilling string, and

then stretching the string, it is possible accurately to locate the lowest

point at which it is free.

"Whenever it becomes necessary to

separate a stuck string, it is important to do so at the lowest point in

order to leave as little a s pas sible for subsequent recovery. (Figure

6. 55(d).)

(5) "Wash-Pipe: Wash-pipe and rotary shoes

are used to cut clearance between a stuck fish and the walls of the hole

to loosen it and to permit its removal.

liThe pipe selected to perform this opera

tion must have an outside diaITleter sITlall enough to operate in the drilled

hole, and an inside diameter large enough to pass over the fish. Though

threaded and coupled casing is frequently used for wash-pipe, the torque

strains of the operation often exceed the lim.its of these connections.

Special washover pipe or wash-pipe casing with shouldered connections

is recomlllended.
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A

B
DESCRIPTION OF THE
DIA-LOG uFPI" FREE
~OINT INDICATOR

A. WEIGHTS: Ample weights are run

above the tool to overcome resislance

01 the belly springs and assure passage

of the tool through heavy mud. lost

circulation material and minor bridges.

B. TUBULAR JARS: The jar seclion of

the "FPI" Indicator provides means for

separating the weights from the elec·

tronic strain ga uge element of the tool.

Thus, by raising and clearing the

weights with the jar travel, the belly

springs .upport only the strain gauge

section while torque or stretch readings

are being made.

C. UPPER & LOWER BELLY SPRING

ASSEMBLIES, The Eleclronic Indicating

Element is held in place in the pipe by

two sets of odiustoble belly springs. Use

of coil springs in combination with the
flat belly spl'"ings aSsures greater spring

Aexibility, permitting the taol to pass

through comparatively small openings

without losing its holding power in (

larger pipe. For example, with the

.prings set to hold in 4\12" drill pipe,

the tool will operate efficiently in 2"
I.D. drill collars-or will pass through

openings in fishing tools as small as

1%" J.D. Weight of the tool itself (less

weights and jars) is only 16 Ibs.-a

weight easily supported by either set of

belly springs.

D. ELECTRONIC STRAIN GAUGE ELE.

MENT: This highly·sensitive strain gauge

measures stretch and torque movement

in the pipe, and transmits the signal to

the surface equipment.

D

A

DIA-LOG COMBINATION FREE POINT
INDICATOR AND BACK-OFF SERVICE

The Dia-Log String Shot Back-Off can be
run in combination with the Dia-Log Free
Point Indicator (as sho,vn at left) to recover
any size of stuck drill pipe, drill collars, wash

pipe or tubing. By applying reverse torque at
the connection to be backed-off-and firing the
Dia-Log String Shot across this connection

the desired joint can be unscrewed. The Back
Off shot is positioned at exactly the right place
across a connection by means of the electronic

B Dia-Log Collar Locator.

A Back-Off can be accomplished in straight
or directional holes, and in holes where high

temperatures and high pressures are encoun
tered. The explosive jar is specially designed

to prevent any damage to the pipe or to the
th readed connection.

A Dia-Log String Shot may be run in com
bination with any of the three sizes of Dia-Log

Free Point Indicators described on the facing
page. By using the Combination Free Point In
dicator and Back-Off Service one run is all that

is required to determine the deepest point of
free pipe and to effect recovery of the pipe at
the deepest free connection.

c
Illustrated at left is a typical Dia·Log Combination
Free Point Indicator and String Shot Back·Off assembly

for both indicating the deepest free point of the stuck
pipe and pin.pointing the desired connection to be
backed otl-both on one trip into the hole, thus saving
valuable rig time ond increasing operating efficiencies.
"A" is the electronic Collar Locotor, "8" is the Dia.Log

Free Point Indicator (described in greater detail on

page 1361) and "C" is the String Shot that effects

recovery of the stuck pipe (in conjunction with reverse
torque) at the deepest free connection.

(d)

Figure 6.55 - Accessory Fishin~ol~=-~<2.P-t._LCourte~,The Dial-Log C~
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lIThe hole conditions and the amounts of

clearance which exist between the wash-pipe and the drilled hole and

between the wash-pipe and the fish are important factors in deterll1ining

the length of fish which can be washed over safely in anyone run.

Crooked holes and tight clearances restrict safe operations to short

strings of wash-pipe. Straight holes and generous clearances perll1it

the safe operation of longer strings of wash-pipe.

ItThe rotary shoe which is installed at

the bottom of the wash-pipe should have hard-faced teeth of the proper

type to cut the ll1aterial against which it will be lowered and rotated.

The tooth form. should be coarse if the form.ation is soft~ and fine if

the formation is hard. If m.etal is to be cut, the teeth should be faced

with granular tungsten carbide. The outside diaITleter of the shoe should

be larger than the outside diam.eter of the wash-pipe, and the inside

diam.eter of the shoe should be slightly smaller than the inside diameter

of the wash-pipe to protect the latter frolll sticking. (Figure 6. 55(e).)

(6) "External Cutters: External cutters are

re sorted to when all other m.eans have failed, and a stuck string of drill

pipe can be recovered only by cutting it into relllovable lengths.

the usual m.anner.

liThe fish must first be washed over in

Then an external cutter is installed in the bottom of

the wash-pipe in place of the rotary shoe and run into the hole and

lowered over the stuck drill pipe to the proper depth. A cutting opera

tion is then perform.ed and, upon its com.pletion, the cut section of the

drill pipe will be retained inside the wash-pipe by the external cutter,

and it will be recovered as the wash-pipe and external cutter are pulled

from. the hole. The se steps m.ust be repeated until all of the stuck

drill pipe is recovered. (Figure 6.55(f).)
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o
(e) Rotary Washover Shoes

Figure 6.55 - Accessory Fishing Tools - Cont. {Courtesy, Tri -State Oil
Tool Industries, Inc.
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(f) External Pipe Cutter

FIG 179
External Flush Joints
Straight Slips grip into
flush pipe at any point,
both actua ti n 9 the
knives and retaining

the cut-off pipe.

FIG. 177
API JOINTS. Overshot
Spring catch under a
tool joint or coupling
to actuate the knives
and retain the cut-off

section.

FIG. 178
External Upset Joints.
Dogs catch under the
upset, actuating the
knives and also retain

the cut-off pipe.

(f) Internal Pipe Cutter

- Accessory Fishing Tools (Courtesy,
Joy Mfg. CO.)
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(7) "Bumper Safety Joints: Burn.pe r safety joints

are combination tools which provide the services of both a bumper sub

and a safety joint. Thus, at the will of the operator, they can be

operated to deliver heavy downward blows, or they can .be separated.

"They are used most effectively in

drilling strings to prevent fishing jobs or to simplify them if they do

occur. With a bumper safety joint in place, if the drilling string is

pulled into a keyseat as it is being withdrawn from the hole, or if it

should stick from any other cause, it is probable that this tool can

loosen the stuck pipe. Otherwise, the tool can be separated and the

fishing job is probably simplified.

(8) "Jar Safety Joints: Jar safety joints are

combination tools which provide the services of both a rotary jar and a

safety joint. In other w.ords, they can be called upon to deliver heavy

upward blows or they can be separated at the will of the operator.

"Because of these dual characteristics,

these tools are widely used as safety devices to prevent fishing jobs

completely or to simplify them when they do occur. With a jar safety

joint in place during drilling, coring, testing, or washing-over opera

tions, it is mo'st probable the string can be jarred loose should it

stick - - and, if not, the tool can be separated and the fishing job thereby

simplified.,,34

6.5.4 Conclusions

The tools and procedures described in Section

6.5.3 have been developed primarily for petroleum drilling; in other

words, vertical and near vertical drilling. This equipment and the

procedures associated with its use should be applicable to horizontal

drilling as well. However, fishing experience is very limited in hori

zontal drilling a~d docum.entation in this area is practically nil. Jacobs

Associates did report several instances of successful fishing jobs on

their horizontal drilling program. 10 These jobs involved the retrieval

of twistoffs, and a rotary taper tap was the fishing tool used. At this

point we must as sume that fishing operations in horizontal drilling will
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follow petroleum drilling practice. Fishing tool suppliers and fishing

service companies are listed in Appendix A. Further detail on fishing

practices in petroleum drilling can be found in Chapter XXI of Brantley. 3~

6.6 Sample Taking and Retraction Techniques

One of the most likely purpose s of a horizontal drilling

project is to obtain core salTIples along the proposed tunnel alignment. A

second requirem.ent prescribed for this study is to investigate techniques

for recovering undisturbed salTIples itrom gouge. The state-of-the-art

of techniques to accolTIplish these tasks in horizontal bore holes is

discussed in the following sectiGns.

6.6. 1 Core Sampling

The "standard" technique for obtaining core saITlples

in long horizontal drilling is the diam.ond wireline technique. The standard

wireline core barrel has a bearing system. which allows the inner tube,

which accepts the core, to rem.ain stationary while the outer tube rotates.

This allows good recovery in a wide range of form.ations. Triple tube

wire line core barrels have a third chrom.e plated, low friction tube

located inside the inner tube. This allows good recovery in highly crushed

or fractured form.ations.

Exploration type wireline core barrels are available

in the A thru P sizes. Table 6.10 gives the hole diameters and core

diaITleters corresponding to these letter notations. As noted in Section

6.1.1, the Band N size barrels are the IYlost widely used sizes for horizontal

drilling. Suppliers of wireline coring equipment for the exploratory field

are listed in Appendix A.

Dianlond wireline equipITlent has been developed for

core sam.pling in the petroleum field. The equipment consists principally

of coring bits and core barrels which are substituted for the rolling cutter

bit on a rotary drilling system.. Coring bits for this application are avail

able in outside diaITleters from 4 to 12.25 inches (102 - 311 mm). Cores
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TABLE 6.10

WIRE LINE CORE BARREL SIZES

AQ BQ NQ HQ PQ
Size of Barrel Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches

(mm) (mm) (nlm) (mm) (mm)

Hole Diam.eter
57 2 23 2 63 3~ 4 531 biI 64 1)4 32 b4

(48) (60) (75.8) (96) (122.6)

Core Diameter
1

lU;

(27)

7
116

(36.5)

6-135

1 2
8

(4'7.6)

2 .!.
2

(63.5)

3l1.
32

(85)



from 1.75 to 5.25 inches (45 - 133 mm) in diameter and lengths to 60 feet

(18 rn) may be obtained with this equipment. Sleeve type core barrels

which protect the core from washing are available to improve recovery

in soft or broken formations. To our knowledge this equiptnent has not

been applied to horizontal drilling.

Milled tooth and insert type rolling cutter bits have

been used as coring bits in vertical drilling. Scripps Institute of Ocean

ography has reported good results in wireline core drilling with insert

type rolling cutter bits. 35

The continuous core drilling technique discussed In

Section 6.1.5 has also been a succe s sful technique for obtaining core

sarnples in vertical appl~cations. With further development work, this

technique should be a viable technique for obtaining continuous core

satnple s in horizontal drilling.

6.6.1.1 Split Tube Core Barrels

Split tube core barrels alleviate the

problems encountered in trying to remove fractured or fragile core

sam.ples from. a solid core barrel. Figure 6.56 illustrates a split tube

core barrel and incidates how the split tube barrel separates to allow

core evaluation. Am.ong the claims made for the split tube core barrel

are:

(1) The undisturbed or as-drilled

quality of the recovered core

permits a near in situ evalua

tion of the core.

(2) The core is easily transferred

froITl the inner tube to the core

box without disturbing the

sam.ple.
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(3) The split tube design facilitates

the removal of expansive or

sticky formations froIn the inner

tube.

Split tube conversion kits are available

for both wireline and conventional core barrels. Conversion asseInblies

are available for the B, N, and 3.5 x 2.125 inch (89 x 54 mm) sizes.

Lengths of 5 (1.5 m) and 10 feet (3. 1 In) are available, except for the

B size, which is available in 5 ft (1.5 In) lengths only. Kit costs can

run from about $220 per core barrel for the smallest sizes to $340 for

the largest.

Christensen Diamond Products of Salt Lake

City, Utah offers split tube core barrel convE~rsion kits.

6.6. 1.2 Techniques are available to determine

the in situ orientation of a core sample. Core orientation services

utilize nonmagnetic core barrels with special tungsten carbide inserts.

(See Figure 6. 57(a).) The carbide inserts scribe a reference mark on

the core sample as the core is drilled. (Figure 6. 57(b).) A magnetic

survey instrument is attached to the core barrel to record hole inclina

tion, bearing, and the orientation of the scribed reference ITlark.

After the core is recovered, a core

Goniometer (Figu!e 6.58(a) is used to physic.ally orient the core relative

to its original position in the formation. ThE~ core can then be analyzed

to determine the dip and strike of the bedding, foliation, cleavage,

healed or broken joints, contacts, and shears. Thin sections for use in

further studies may als·o be taken. (Figure 6. 58(b).)

Another method of reading the oriented

core is to assume a plane through the scribe line and the axis of the

core and measure all geologic features in reference to this plane and
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and the length of the hole. Each point of measurement, or the attitude

of a plane measured in reference to the axis of the core, -can be rotated

to its correct position in space and the position determined by use of a

Schmidt Equal Area net. This procedure has been computerized and is

offered as a service by Charles S. Robinson and Associates of Denver,

Colorado.

Core orientation is availaple as a service

for B, N, 4. 5 x 3 inch (114 x 76 rom), 5.75 x 4 inch (146 x: 102 rom),

and 7.5 x 5.875 inch (191 x 149 nun) size core barrels. Charges are

about $325 per day for the Band N sizes and $260 per day for the

larger sizes. Standby charges for the service are about $87 per day.

Tools can be rented for about $150 per day.

Core orientation service is available

from Christensen Diamond Products of Salt Lake City,' Utah and Charles S.

Robinson and Associates.

6.6.2 Undisturbed Gouge Sample s

Two techniques for obtaining rela.tively undisturbed

gouge samples that are commonly used in vertical drilling should be directly

applicable to gouge sampling in horizonta.l drilling. ASTM mE:thod D .. 1587-67

(AASHTO designation: T207 -70) describes the procedure for furnishing

relatively undisturbed gouge sample s using a thin walled sample tube for

saITlple collection. Briefly, this method requires the borehole to be clean

and free of debris. The thin wall tube is placed at the bottom of the hole,

smoothly pushed into the gouge at the end of the hole, and then twisted two

revolutions to break off the sample. The sample so obtained must be

properly sealed and packed for shipment to the testing laboratory.

The second technique will obtain a reasonably

undisturbed sample in gouge that is hard enough to prevent the smooth

insertion of the thin walled sample tube as required by the first method.

In ~this technique, the sample is again collected in a thin walled tube J
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The split tube preserves the as -drilled quality
of recovered core

Figure 6. 56 - Split Tube Core Barrels

(Courte sy, Christens en Diamond Products)
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but insertion of the tube is facilitated by drilling away the gouge outside

of and just behind the advancing core tube.

The Osterberg Piston Sampler, manufactured

and distributed by Soiltest of Evanston, Illinois, is a device specifically

designed to permit collection of a soil salllple in accordance with ASTM

Method D-1587. It is shown schelllatically in Figure 6.59(a). The

sampler, attached to A or AW drill rod, is placed at the bOttOlll of the

bore hole. Drilling fluid is then pumped down the drill rod to the sampler,

driving the piston- sampler head into the soil. To free the salllple, the

device is rotated by rotating the drill string and then retracted by pulling

the drill string out of the hole. It is available in core barrel sizes

ranging from 2-1/2 inches (64 mm) to 5 inches (127 mm), corresponding

to overall diameter between 3 -3/8 inches (86 lllm) and 5-3/4 inches (146 mm).

For small diameter holes, the sample is obtained by rellloving the drill

string, attaching the sampler, sending the drill string back into the hole

and removing the drill string when the salllple has been obtained. The

device could possible be modified to permit pumping it down the drill string

on a wireline after a full core barrel has been retrieved.

The second technique can be implemented using

the Denison Sampler, Figure 6. 59(b), also available from Soiltest. To

use the Denison Sampler, the drill string is removed, the sampler is

attached to the drill string and sent to the bottom of the hole. The

sampler is rotated and thrusted from the surface. The inner barrel,

suspended from the outer barrel on ball bearings, advances without rotating,

collecting the sample core. The outer barrel, being rotated by the drill

string, cuts away the gouge surrounding the core. Minimal drilling fluid

circulation during the collection. process serves to clear away the small

chips produced by the rotating outer barrel. The Denison Sampler is

supplied in outside diam.eters ranging between 3 - 1/2 inches (89 nun) and

7 -3/4 inches (197 lllffi), recovering samples ranging between 2-3/8 inches

(63 mm) and 6- 5 / 16 inche s (160 mm) in diallleter.

The Lowe- Acker improved piston-plug sampler

might also be employed in gouge sampling from horizontal holes. This is
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(b)

Figure 6. 57 - Orienting Core Barrel

and Scribed Core Sample

(Courte sy, Christensen Diarnond Products)
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(a)

Cores scribed using knives in inner tube shoe.

(b)

Figure 6.58 - Core Goniometer and Thin Core Sections
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OSTERBERG PISTON SAMPLER, NEW MODEL

(a)

Figure 6. 59 - Soil SalTlpling Devices

(Courte sy, Soilte 5t Inc.)
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an improved sampler which combines the features of the plug type sampler

and the stationary piston sampler. This sampler is described as a rugged,

heavier duty sampler particularly useful in deep sampling of heavy clay.

This sampler is available from Acker Drill Company, Inc ..

In considering techniques to sample gouge from

horizontal holes, organizations involved in soil sampling activities should

be consulted. A list of such companie s is included in Appendix B. .Am.ong

the major concerns involved in manufacturing and lor distributing soil

sampling equipment are Acher Drill Company, Inc., Longyear Company,

and Soiltest, Inc ..

A study now being directed by Dr. Charles H. Dowding

of Massachusetts Institute of Technology for FHWA titled, "DeterITlination

of the Feasibility of Using Horizontal Penetration Techniques for Pre

excavation Subsurface Investigation in Soft Ground Transportation Tunnels ",

also addresses the problem of soil sampling in horizontal holes. The

report of this study should be available by the end of 1975.

There is also a elas s of equipment known as side

wall coring devices which are capable of obtaining disturbed gouge samples

from considerable depths. One such device, used in the petrolewn field,

obtains core samples by firing steel cups into the hole wall from a gun.

The cups are held to the gun body with wire s and can be retrieved with

the gun on a wireline. Hunt Tool Co. of Houston, Texas manufacturers

another type of side wall sampling tool which is illustrated schematically

in Figure 6. 60. This device can also be run in and out of the hole using

wireline techniques. However, side wall coring devices have not been applied

to horizontal drilling.

In considering techniques to sample gouge from

horizontal holes organizations involved in soil sampling activities should

be consulted. A list of such companies is included in Appendix A. Among

the major cancer ns involved in manufacturing and / or distributing soil

sampling equipment are Acker Drill Co., Inc., Longyear Co., and Soiltest, Inc.

6-144



A study now being di~cted by Dr.. Charles H.

Dowding of the Massachusetts Institute of T chpSJ1logy for FHWA titled,

"Determination of the Feasibility of Using H rizoutal fenetration Techniques

,for Preexcavation Subsurface Investigation in. Soft Ground Transportation

Tunnels ", also addresses the problem of soi, sa;mpling in horizontal holes.

The rep ort of this study should be available by the end of 1975.

6. 7 Water Pressure and Permeability Measurements

In investigating tUIUlel aligmnents it is particularly desirable

to determine in situ ground water pressure and water permeability. The

simplest technique for m.easuring pressure is to shut oft' the flushing fluid

pum.p and m.easure the pressure on the fluid feed line. This is at best

a gross measure however, and does not give the pressure at a particular

point in the hole. Piezometers, such as the Pore Water Pressure Cell,

available from. Terrametric of Golden, Colorado, can be used to measure

water pressure in· drill holes. The following sections present specific

schemes to perform water pressure and perm.eability measurements in

horizontal holes.

6. 7. I Water Pressure Measurement

To measure the ground water pressure at a

particular hole depth, the permeable water bearing strata at the location

of the desired water pressure measurement must be isolated from the

rest of the hole so the full ground water pressure will be measured. A

pressure measuring device placed inside the isolated area will then

provide the desired information.

~echniques to accomplish this task are illustrated

using equipment available in the petroleum. drilling industry. Basic down

hole pressure measuring equipment consists of packers to isolate sections

of the hole and a v,ariety of down hole pressure recording and transmitting

devices. Although this equipment is designed for use in oil well surveying

and production monitoring, some of it can be usc~d to provide the desired

water pressure measurements.
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Figure 6. 60 - Sidewall Coring Tool

6-146



---~~---------------------

The Lynes Sentry is a pressure transducer

transmitter supplied with compatible packers and tubing that permit

assem.bly of the necessary packers and transducer to isolate the area of

interest and take the pressure m.easurement. The pressure sensing

translTI.itting element consists of a Bourdon tube to sense the pressure

and a device to encode the pressure as an 8 digit binary number which

is then sent to the surface by wire as a string of pulses representing the

binary number. The set up as shown in Figure 6. 61 is sent down the

hole on the end of the drill string to set up the pressure measurement.

The minimum diameter hole for use of this equipment is 3 -1/2 inches (89 mm).

The main disadvantage in using this equipment is

the cost, Since it is designed for the ITIuch more exacting task of providing

long term oil well production monitoring. A considerably less expensive

system could be assembled from packers used in grouting and the down hole

"pressure bomb", although modifications would be required. (Figure 6.62)

6. 7. 2 Water PerlTI.eability Measurement

A technique for the measurement of the water

permeability of rock and soil currently exists and is basically performed

as follows. A short length of the borehole is sealed off and the wall is

cleaned of all drilling mud and debris. Water is then pum.ped into this

sealed section at a constant volume flow rate. :By measuring the resulting

pres sure as a function of time and knowing the flow rate, hole dialTI.eter J

and length of sealed section, the permeability of the ground m.ay be

determined.

The appropriate equation is

Q = kAh
--y;-

where: Q ::

k =
A =

. h _
L -

the quantity of water flowing

the coefficient of perm.eability

the cross sectional area involved

the hydraulic gradient (ratio of head loss by friction,

h, to distance, L, in the direction of flow).
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If Q is expressed in cubic centimeters per second l A in square

centi.:rneters, and pressure gradient in atnlospheres per centim.eter J the

unit for perm.eability is the Darcy. In the petroleum. industry the

millidarcy (.001 Darcy). is more commonly used.

If Q is expressed in gallons of water per day at 60°F, A in square

feet, h in feet of water and L in feet, the coefficient of permeability is

expre s sed in the Meinge r unit.

Although no off -the - shelf pie ce of equipm.ent

exists specifically for this purpose, equipInent sim.ilar to that described

for ground water pressure measurement may be used if an outlet is

provided for pum.ping water into the zone sealed off by' the packer s.

The pressure measurement is, of course, provided by the pressure

sensor located within the sealed zone. The water flow rate can be

measured at the surface. (Figure 6.63.)
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Fig. 33

SAMPLE READOUT

Printed readout of Lynes Pressure
Sentry System is in the form of pulses.
Short pulses have a valul~ of one,
longer pulses a value of zero. Pulses
shown here read as 010111011. To
convert to pressure reading., operator
finds the 010111011 code on conver
sion chart and takes corresponding
pressure reading -600 psi.

Figure 6.61 Lynes Pressure Sentry
(Courtesy, Lynes, Inc.)

6-149



Impermeable
Strata

Packer

I

.. , '"

I • -

..

/' .

. ,
v ,

.. 4 ,

" ,

. .
.- ., .

~ ..

.. ~ ..

....

J ,

I·

Pressure
Sentry

... "

.' J "

"

~ w •

. . .
.

.. I

, .'

, I

.'

PerITleable Water
Bearing
Strata

..

" .. ~ .
, . .

.. ,

~ ..
~ \ ,
~ .- "') ..

• I

.' I

Packer with Cable
Pass Through

hnpermeable
Strata

~

0'
I
I-'
U1
o

Figure 6.62 - Ground Water Pressure Measurement Using Lynes Sentry



Packer with Cable
Pass Through

IInpermeable
Strata

~

Packer

.. (

'. .
\ . ', .

tI' ,." • - ~

I, •
8 ........

,-' - ~ . ,
I .,

,

""-

,''" .\ -- - '. ., .
~ I'"

\ I'

I ..

\..

Water Flow

/

.....

Pressure
Sentry

/

Pe.rrneable
Strata

. ~ ..,

\

. ,
I

( .
. .'-

Impermeable
Strata

--------------pituro ',_ "c -- " '< '(:Dc::l«JQ .I

0'
I

......
In
I-'

Figure 6.63 - Permeability Measurement Using Lynes Pressure Sentry





7. Assessment of Horizontal DrillinJL.§yst~~

This section assesses the horizontal capabilities of state -of -the -art

>.-' (of£ -the -shelf equipment, proven procedure s) horizontal drilling systems

and the possibilities for "near term" improvement in horizontal drilling

capabilities. In deternrining near terlll capabilities, the following itellls

are considered, (1) equipment which is available on a custOITl order basis,

(2) modifications to equipment now used in other applications, and (3) pro

cedures which have been developed for vertical and directional drilling

which appear to offer promise in horizontal drilling applications.

7.1 Penetration Capability

7.1.1 State- of-the-Art Capabil!!y

The penetration capabilities of state -of-the -art

systems can be evaluated by reviewing the capabilities of the various

drilling techniques presented in Section 6.1. A graphical representation of

the penetration capabilities of various drilling techniques as a function of

hole diameter is presented in Figure 7.1. These capabilities are

reviewed in -qfder 01 Increasing diameter in the di seus sion which foHows.

Diamond wireline core drilling is the closest

thing to a lJdeveloped" technique for long horizontal drilling. However,

even in this field, holes beyond 1000 ft (305 Ill) in length are rare.

The penetration capabilities of diamond coring are assessed at 5000 it

(1525 rn) for the B size (2.360 in, 60 mlTI), decreasing to 4,000 ft

(1219 m.) for the N size (2.980 in., 76 rnrn). It should be noted that

this as ses sment is related to diamond core drilling equipment which is

generally termed rniriing equipment. There is a class of diarnond drilling

equipment which is used in petroleum drilling, but this equipment has not

been applied to horizontal drilling. Diamond equipment used in petroleum

drilling is included in the evaluation of near term capabilities.
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Down- hole percussive drilling is suitable for holes

from 4 - 6 in. (102 - 152 mm) in diameter out to lOOO it (305m) in

length. This technique should be lim.ited to applications in m.ediuITl to

hard rock in areas where ground water is not expected.

An evaluation of the state- of-the-art of horizontal

down-hole m.otor drilling is essentially an asseSSlYlent of the horizontal

drilling capability of the Dyna-Drill. Based on case histories to date, the

Dyna-Drill is assumed to be capable of drilling to 2000 ft (610 m.) with

the 1.75 in. (44. 5 mm.) to 01 (3 in., 76 lYllYl nOlninal hal e diam.ete r) and

4,000 ft (1220 m) with the 5 in. (127 mIn) tool (6.75 in., 171 mIn nominal

hole diameter).

In the case of rotary drilling there is a substantial

discrepancy between what has been accomplished in horizontal drilling

and what has been ac~om.plished in vertical and. directional drilling.

The longest vertical holes have exceeded 30,000 ft (9144m) while

directional holes beyond 15,000 ft (4572m.) in length are not uncommon,

whereas the longest horizontal hole appears to have been less than 6,000

ft (1829 ·m) in length. Probably the m.ost significant factor in this

discrepancy is that the market for vertical and directional (up to 70 0

from. vertical) holes runs to 30,000 holes and $3.4 billion per year
6

while the market for long horizontal holes in rock is too small to be

documented. On the technical side, the most significant impediments to

horizontal rotary drilling are that (1) bit thrust must be provided by the

surface drilling rig, rather than by weighting the drill string and (2) this

requires that drilling be perform.ed with the drill string in cOITlpression

rather than tension. This in turn leads to buckling problems which

exacerbate the already substantial problem of transITlitting energy from

the surface rig to the bit. Based upon the assumption that the Koken

FS400 is an "available" piece of equipITlent, the penetration capability

of state-of-the-art horizontal rotary drilling equipment is assessed as

5000 £t (1524m) for a 6.75 in. (1 71 m.m.) hole, ranging to 0 £t for a

12 in. (305 ITlm.) hole.
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There is a class of equipment which has been

developed for boring slTIall utility tunnels beneath streets, highways,

railways, and other structures where cut-and-cover techniques are not

practical. A state-of-the-art study of the techniques involved concludes

that they are suitable ior boring holes in rock from. 15-72 inches (381

1829 mrn) in diam.eter to a length of 500 ft (152 rn).17

The preceding discus sion is a synopsis of the

penetration capability of state-of-the-art horizontal drilling equipment

pr ocedure s • The next se ction dis cus s e s what should be pas sible in

horizontal drilling if the entire range of available drilling equipment

and drilling procedures were to be applied to the horizontal drilling

problem.

7. 1.2 Near Term Capability

Estimates of present day perform.ance and cost

characteristics (Section 2.2) show that horizontal drilling is substantially

cheaper than pilot tunneling for performing horizontal penetrations out

to 5000 ft (1524 m). There is a strong indication tha t the penetration

capability of horizontal drilling can be improved substantially while

reducing the per., f-oot cost of holes. The following discussion addresses

the question of increasing the penetration capability of horizontal drilling.

Given the enormous marketing base for vertical

and directional rotary drilling in the petroleum industry, it is likely

that one of the most rewarding routes to improving the capabilities and

economics of horizontal drilling lies in the direction of adapting proce

dures and equipment developed in the petroleum industry to horizontal

drilling requirements. Fortunately, this appears to be a fertile field

for development.

Rotary drilling has evolved as the preferred

technique for petroleum drilling and is now also widely used in blast

hole drilling. Raise boring has evolved froITl petroleum drilling
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procedures to become a widely employed shaft drilling technique. 27

Raise boring machines offer great promise as horizont~l rotary drilling

machines and have in fact been proposed for this application. 16

In general raise boring is performed at angles

ranging from vertical to 450 from vertical and normal deviations are

quoted at 0.250 per 100 ft (30.5 m) of depth.27 This is equivalent to

a deviation of + 0.44 it (0.13 m) per 100 ft (30.5 1l1) of depth. In 1970

a raise boring pilot hole 12.25 in. (311 nun) in diameter was drilled

at an angle of 21.5° from horizontal and 405 ft (123. m) in length and

was described as "right on target at the break_through.1l16 Raise

boring machines differ from petroleum drilling rigs in that they are

capable of applying thrust to the bit. It is this ~haracteristic of the

raise boring machine which makes it suitable a.s a horizontal rotary

drilling ITlachine. Table 6.6 lists the performa.nce specifications of a

"small" raise boring machine. Larger units have thrust capacities

approaching 500,000 lb (226,800 Kg) and torque capacities to 220 , 000

fLlb (30,419 Kg.rn).36

If raise boring machines can be rrlodified to perform

as horizontal rotary drilling rigs, and indications at this time are that

they can, one of the major stumbling blocks to adapting rotary drilling

procedures to long horizontal drilling can be overcome, that is , finding

suitable surface rigs. Among the factors which make it attractive to

adapt rotary d.rilling to the problem of horizontal drilling in rock, SOIne

of the m.ore significant are the following:

(1) As the preferred teclmique for petroleum drilling, rotary

drilling is by far the ITlost well developed drilling method

in terms of equipment and procedure s.

(Z) Rotary drilling methods are suitable for the entire range

of formation strengths from very soft to very hard.
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(3) Rotary drilling has proven to be the most econ.o!r,ica.l

method of drilling long hole s in rock.
':..'-" ,

(4) The larger hole sizes which are cOnlpatible with rot.a::-y

drilling equipnlent are m.ore conducive tomain.taining

straight hole. The reason for this is that the ability C'.\.

the drill string asseInbly to drill straight increases .....vlU··

its stiffness .. and the stiffness of the string is propor:-tio:

to the fourth power of its diameter.

With the proper surface rigs, and e:m.ploying roE y

or non- rotating stabilizers spaced along the entire drill string, to .,

vent buckling and reduce friction between the drill string and hole

rotary drilling m.ethods should be capable of penetrations \vell beyund

present limits. Holes to 10,000 it (3048 n"l) and beyond and dianlct~; .J

from. 7 - 15 inches (178 - 381 1111l1) do not seem unreasonable.

With larger surface rigs, diamond full- holt, c ..-,

core bits developed for the petroleu!TI. industry could be used lor h.·;:'ld.

zontal drilling. This would allow diaITlond wireline coring np ~>:.:. '~i·

(311 rrun) in diam.eter with cores to 5.25 in. (133 InDl) in c;iarn: :(:

full hole diam.ond drilling to 12.5 in. (318 mm) in dian1.eter e The

thrust and torque requirements- for diamond bits (relative to cql1ct:1

diaITleter rolling cutter bits) should allow longer penetration caJj2 ;-)~',

for a given hole size, with diatnond bits . However, bit costE! Ff":'"

would be greater than for rolling cutter bits.

Down- hole ITlotor drilling is not an ec.ono'i:,j,·~~,

1l1ethod of straig'ht hole drilling in most circumstances in pe·:rol~~~x·j

drilling, and it does not seem likely that the econornics 0;· :lc)'.xl,'-}v

ll1otor drilling will be more attractive in horizontal stra.igbt hole d

However, the down-hole motor is a strong candidate for extcndil:;~

tration capabilities beyond what is achievable with techniques V\.'hic~,

require that the drill string be turned. The technique ha.s been r'l,'

jected as suitable for distances to 15,000 ft (4572 rn) by SOlLe sc,p ,

Down-hole percussive drilling s houldbe

out to 1,000 ft (305 m) for the range of a"vailable equipment" T~,Lf:·.

allow hole diameters to 12 inches (305 Tflm).

7-6



The projected horizontal penetration capabilities for

systems which would adapt available equipment and procedures to hori

zontal drilling are presented in Figure 7.2.

7 .2 Chip Re:moval

It is highly unlikely that anything other than drilling mud

will be used as a flushing fluid in a developed procedure for long

horizontal drilling. (For distances beyond 1,000 ft, 305m) The ability

of drilling mud to control lost circulation, stabilize the hole, and

lubricate the drill string to hole wall inte rface is ,e s sential to a s ucces s

ful horizontal drilling operation.

In future prograll1S, double tube reverse circulation :may

be used in certain circumstances to control lost circulation.

7.3 Hole Stabilization

The stabilization procedures presented in Section 6.3 are

capable of controlling m.ost hole stabilization proble:ms. However, based

on the experience of drilling contractors, thE~re will be instances where

casing will 'have to be employed or the hole will have to be abandoned.

With the application of equipITIent which would allow larger

hole sizes, the procedure of inserting plastic or fiberglass pipe inside

the drill string (see Figure 6.27) beco:mes increasingly viable as a non

metallic casing technique, in that the resulting final hole diameter

assumes ll10re useful proportions.

7.4 . Guidance

7.4.1 State-of-the-Art

State-of-the-art survey tools are limited to magnetic

single shot and :multi- shot devices. Steering techniques which are
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effective in drilling rock are limited to (I) techniques e'mploying the

fulcrum principal, (2) whip stocking and (3) the Dyna-Drill. The best

estiInate of the guidance capabilities of this cornbination of techniques

is portrayed graphically in Figure 7.3.

One factor which adds greatly to the expense and

titne involved in horizontal guided drilling is the necessity for frequent

corrections of the drilling trajectory. Instances have been reported

where whipstocking was em.ployed at 10 ft (3.05 TIl) intervals to IIlaintain

a trajectory within 15 degrees of the desired trajectory.14 By contrast,

the procedures elTlployed in directional drilling for the petroleum industry

most often involve (1) employment of a down-hole motor to achieve an

initial deviation from vertical, (2) buildup of the deflection through use

of the fulcrum principal, and (3) drilling to cornpletion in a straight

line with a drilling ass~Illbly employing a high degree of stabilization.
32

The final straight hole leg can be up to 70 degrees from the vertical.

The factor which allows the directional driller to hold a reasonably

straight course is the stiffness of the drill string iIllIllediately behind

the bit. The stnaller diameter (B size) equipm.ent employed in Illost

state- of-the-art long horizontal drilling does not have the stiffness re

quired to resist hole deflecting factors.

A second significant state- of- the- art lirrritation is

the lack of high angle survey steering tools. In petroleulTI drilling, the

availability of the survey steering tool has made the down- hole motor

the most frequently used deflection tool. With this instrument the

driller can correct for the drill string torque reaction, and achieve the

exact angular orientation required for the down-. holem.otor. The hori

zontal driller must drill a length of hole with the down- hole tnotor and

then run a s'urvey instrument down the hole and retrieve it, to determine

if he lTlade proper allowance for the drill string torque reaction.
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7.4.2 Near Term Capability

Available custom gyroscopic survey equipment will

improve survey accuracy by about one order of magnitude. The a vail

ability of high angle survey steering tools will make the down-hole motor

the preferred deflection tool for horizontal drilling. This in turn, will

reduce the time required to make direction changes. The net result

of applying this equipment horizontal drilling should improve guidance

capability to .± 1 it (O.3m) per 1,000 ft (305 tn.) drilled in tertn.8 of

survey accuracy, with a steering capability of .:!:. 5 ft (1.5 ro). This

capability is illustrated graphically in Figure 7.3.

The use of rotary and diamond drilling equipm.ent

in large diameters will allow more effective stabilization of the drill

string behind the bit. . This should increase the interval required between

corrections in hole trajectory.
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8. Planning and Estimating Horizontal Drilling

8. 1 Selecting a Drilling Technigue

In contemplating the use of horizontal drilling as a tech

nique for exploring along proposed tunnel alignments, the options

available, in terms of state -of-the -art equipment, are quite limited.

If coring is required along the entire alignm.ent, then diamond wire line

coring is the only technique available. If intermittent cori~ is

acceptable, then rotary drilling, down-hole motor drilling, and down-

hole percussive drilling are candidate techniques. Requirements in

terms of hole diameter and hole length further restrict the available

techniques as indicated in Figure 7. 1. Down -hole percus sive technique s

are limited to competent formations of medium to hard rock with minimal

ground water. A logic diagram for determining the available options

in selecting a drilling. technique is presented in· Figure 8. 1. It should

be noted that if rotary drilling is to be employed, a modified raise

borer, road boring machine, or blasthole rig will probably have to be

used as a surface rig.

8. 2 Horizontal Drilling as a Development Program

If the horizontal drilling customer is willing to fund

developlnental work on a horizontal drilling program, significant areas

for inve stigation should include i

(1) Complete instrumenta.tion of the drilling

system to record thrust, torque, rotational

speed, penetration rate etc.

(2) Development of a rotary drilling surface rig

to allow the applicati.on of the complete range

of rotary drilling techniques to horizontal

drilling.
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Is Continuous Coring
Required?

What is the desired I
hole diameter?

Less than ....-__--1 Less than 6. 75
3 inches inches (172 mr.n)
(76 nun)

What is the desired
hoIe len~th?

Greater than1----1-_-......
6. 75 inches
(172 mm)

Le s s than 1, 000 feett--...... ...Greater than 1, 000 feet
(305 m) (305 In)

Diamond wireline
core drilling is
feasible

Downhole
percussive
drilling is
feasible

Downhole
motor
drilling is
feasible

Rotary drilling
is feasible

Figure 8. 1 - Drilling Method Selection Process
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(3) Evaluation of available custom order high

angle survey steering tools.

(4) Evaluation of available custom order gyroscopic

survey tools.

(5) Development of automated rod handling systems.

(6) In conjunction with (2), evaluation of drill

string stabilization techniques.

8. 3 Costing. Model

Volume II of this report is a Long Hole Horizontal

Drilling Cost and Time Requirements Estimating Manual. The manual

presents a method for d~termining the time and cO'st required to drill

a horizontal hole by any of four methods:

(1) Diamond Wireline Core Drilling

(2) Rotary Drilling

(3) Down-Hole Motor Drilling

(4) Down -Hole Percussive Drilling

Relationships were developed for determining the time

required for each drilling activ~ty. These relationships include all

variables which affect the total time required. Values for these

variables were determined from (a) analytical techniques, where such

techniques were available, (b) consultation with drilling contractors,

(c) empirical data, where available. The technique or combination of

techniques employed to determine the value of variables or rules -of

thumb to be emp~oyed are indicated in the model.
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The prinlary value of this model is to establish logical

techniques for defining the governing parameters in he>rizontal drilling.

The accuracy of the model as a method of predicting drilling costs

will improve as the quality of available data improves. Diamond wire

line core drilling is the only technique for which there is any sort of

data base in horizontal applications. For this technique, the model

predictions correlate well with contractor field data and estimates.
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APPENDIX A

EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS

This appendix lists representative manufa.cturers of drilling

equipment and experienced horizontal drilling contractors. The num.be:r s

refer to the alphabetical company listing contained in Appendix B. This

is not intended to be an exhaustive listing. Furthe r listing of equipment

manufacturers and drilling contractors may be obtained from:

Composite Catalog of Oil Field Equipment and Service s, Gulf

Publishing Company, Houston, Texas.

Petroleum Industry Yellow Pages, Whico/General Telephone

Directory Co., Houston, Texas.

A. Manufacturers - Drill .Rigs

1. Diamond:

I, 6, 8, 10, 26, 30, 47, 48, 49

z.. :Rotary:

28

3. Down-Hole Motors:

13, 15, 16, 18

4. Down-Hole Percussive Drills:

1, 25, 34, 37

5. Raise Bor:ing Machines:

25, 33, 40

6. Road Crossing Boring Machines:

35, 39
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B. Manufacturer s - Drill Bits----------------

1. Diamond:

1, 6, 9, 10, 30, 47, 51

2. Rolling Cutter:

1, 20, 30, 33, 36, 42, 51, 56

3. Percussive:

1, 20, 37, 51

C. Contractors - Drilling

5, 7, 8, 30, 38, 41, 44, 47

D. Manufacturers and Service Companies - Drilling Mud

4, 11, 32

E. Manufacturers and Service Companies - Grouting

11, 19

F. Manufacturers and Service Companies - Hole Surveying

16, 23,29, 43, 46

G. Manufacturers - Stabilizers, etc.

2, 12, 14, 16, 21, 24

H. Manufacturers - Steering Tools

2, 15, 16

1. Manufacturers and Service Companies - Fishing

2, 11 , 20, 2 1, 2. 4, 27, 30, 50, 52, 53, 54, 55
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J. Manufacturers and Service Companies - Core Sampling

1. Core Barrels, etc.

I, 5, 9, 30

2. Oriented Core.

9, 16, 41

K. Manufacturers - Soil Sampling

17, 24, 30, 45, 47

L. Manufacturers - Water Pressure and Permeability Measuring

Components

3, 17, 29, 31
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APPENDIX B

ADDRESS LISTING

This appendix lists alphabetically the names and addresses of

the com.panies referred to in Appendix A. The nUIIlbers refer to the

equipment and contractor categories used in Appendix A.

1. Acker Drill Company, Inc.
Box 830
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18501
Phone: 717 -586 -2061
AI, A4, Bl, B2, B3, Jl, K

2. A - Z International Tool Co.
3317 West 11th Street
Houston, Texas 77008
Phone: 713 -869 -6451
G, H, I

3. Baker Division
Baker Oil Tools, Inc.
7400 E. Slauson Avenue
p. O. Box 2274
Los Angeles, California 90051
Phone: 213-724-5400
L

4. Baroid Division, NL Industries, Inc.
p. O. Box 1675
2402 Southwest Freeway
Houston, Texas 77001
D

5. Boyles Bros. Drilling Company
p. O. Box 58
1624 ~oneer Road
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110
Phone: 801-487-3671
C, J1

6. Boyles Operations, Dresser Industrial Products Ltd.
256 Hughes Road
Box 460
Orillia, Ontario L3V6K3. Canada
Phone: 705-325-6131
AI, BI
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7. Calvert Western Exploration
Box 2920
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501
Phone: 303-242-4124
C

8. Canadian Mine Services
745 Clark Drive
Vancouver, British ColuIl'lbia V5L3J3, Canada
AI, C

9 Christensen Diamond Products Company
1937 South 300 West
P. O. Box 387
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110
Phone: 801-487-5371
Bl, J1, J2

10. Craelius S. A.
F-06
Carros Industries, France
Phone: (93) 08. 13. 21 •
AI, B1

11. Dowell Schlurnberger
909 Americana Building
Houston, Texas 77002
Phone: 713-224-1313
D, E, I

12 Urilco Division of Smith International, Inc.
P. O. Box, 3135
Midland, Texas 79701
Phone: 915-683-5431
G

13. Drilling Tool Division of Cook Testing Co.
2552 Cherry Avenue
P. O. Box 61 2 7
Long Beach, California 90806
Phone: 213-426-3031
A3

14. Dri1trol
1361 East Hill St.reet
Long Bea ch, California 90806
Phone: 213-424-0461

15. Dyna-Drill Co., Division of Smith, International, Inc.
P. O. Box 327
Long Beach, California 90801
Phone: 213-426-7186
A3, H
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16. Eastman Whipstock Inc.
P. O. Box 14609
Houston, Texas 77021
Phone: 713-748-2350
A3, F, G, H, J2

17. Gearhart- Owen Industries, Inc.
P. O. Box 1936
Fort Worth, Texas 76101
Phone: 817-293-1300
K, L

18. Grant Oil Tool Company
(Neyrpic turbodrills)
2042 East Vernon Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90058
Phone: 213-232-8167
A3

19. Halliburton Services
Drawer 1431
Duncan, Oklahom.a 73533
Phone: 405-255~3760

E

20. Hendershot Tool Company
1006-12 S. E. 29th Street
P. O. Box 94444
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73109
Phone: 405-677-3386
I

21. Homeo International, Inc.
P. O. Box 2442
Houston, Texas 77001
Phone: 713-734-0281
0, I

22. Hughes Tool Company
Oil Tool Division
P. O. Box 2539
Houston, Texas 77001
Phone: 713-926-3101
B2, B3

23. Humphrey Inc.
2805 Canon Street
San Diego, California 92106
Phone: 714-223-1654
F
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24. Hunt Tool Cornpany
P. O. Box 1436
Houston, Texas 77001
Phone: 713-223-7131
G, I, K

25. Ingersoll-Rand Co.
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey 07675
Phone: 201-887-1212

or

Memorial Parkway
Philipsburgh, New Jersey
A4, AS

26. Joy Manufacturing Co.
Claremont, New Hampshire 03743
Al

27.. Joy Oil Tools
Baa sh-Ros s Division
PoO O. Box 1348
Houston, Texas
Phone: 713-672-1721
I

28. Koken Boring Co., Ltd.
Taira-cho 2-20-13, Meguro-ku
Tokyo, Japan
Phone: 717-1141
A2

29. Ku~ter Company
2900 East 29th Street
Long Beach, California 90806
Phone: 213-426-9311
F, L

30. Longyear Company
925 De1awa;re Street S. E.
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414
Phone: 612-331-1331
AI, B1, B2, C, I, JI, K

31. Lynes, Inc.
7042 Long Drive
P. O. Box 12486
Houston, Texas 77017
Phone: 713-643-4393
L
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32. Magcobar Operations
Oil Products Division of Dresser Industries, Inc.
P. O. Box 6504
Houston, Texas 77005
D

33. Mining Equiprn.ent Operation
Mining Services and Equipment Division of Dresser Industries, Inc.
P. O. Box 24647
Dallas, Texas 75224
AS, B2

34. Mis sion Manufacturing Co.
P. O. Box 40402
Houston, Texas 77040
A4

35. PCM Division of Koehring Co.
Port Washington, Wisconsin 53074
A6

36. Reed Tool Co.
Drilling Equipm.ent Division
P.O. Box 2119
Houston, Texas 77001
B2

37. Reed Tool Co.
Rotary Percus sion EquipIrlent Division
P. O. Box 3641
San Angelo, Texas 76901
A4, B3

38. Reynolds Electrical and Engineering Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 14400
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114
Phone: 702-734-3011
C

39. Richmond .Manufacturing Co.
P. O. Box 588
Ashland, Ohio 44805
Phone: 419-869-7107
A6

40. James S. Robbins and Associates, Inc •
.500 Wall Street
Seattle, Washington 98121
Phone: 206 - 767- 7150
AS
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41. Charles S. Robinson & Assoc.
622 Gardenia Court
Golden, Colorado 80401
Phone: 303-279-0028
C, J2

42. Rucker Hycalog
P.O. Box 15372
Houston, Texas 77020
Phone: 713-675-8221
B2

43. Scientific Drilling Controls, Inc.
4040 Campus Drive
Newport Beach, California 92660
Phone: 714-557-9051

F •

44. Soil SaITlpling Service, Inc.
5815 North Meridian
Puyallup, Washington 98371
Phone: 206-927-3173
C

45. Soilte st, Inc.
2205 Lee Street
Evanston, Illinois 60602
Phone: 312-869-5500
K

46. Sperry-Sun
P. O. Box 36363
Houston, Texas 77036
Phone: 713-494-3021
F

47. Sprague and Henwood, Inc.
221 West Olive Street
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18501
Phone: 711-344-8506
AI, Bl, C, K

48. Tigre Tierra, . Inc.
5815 North Meridian
Puyallup, Washington 98371
Phone: 206-927-7411

49. Tone Boring Machine Mfg. Co.
Tokyo, Jap?-n
Al
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50. Tri-State Oil Tool Industries, Inc.
P. O. Box 5757
Bossier City, Louisiana 71010
Phone: 318-746-3800
I

51. Varel Manufacturing Co.
9230 Denton Drive
P. O. Box 20156
Dallas, Texas 75220
Phone: 214-351-6487
B1 , B2, B3

52. Wilson Industries, Inc.
P. O. Box 1492
Houston, Texa s 77001
Phone: 713-225-4071
I

53. Bowen Tools, Inc.
P. O. Box 3186
2429 Crockett Street
Houston, Texa s 77001
Phone: 713-869-6711
H, I

54. The Dia- Log Company
Box 14103
Houston, Texas 77021
I

55. Houston Engineers, Inc.
P. O. Box 567
1710 Burnett Street
Houston, Texas 77001
Phone: 713-227-4188
I

56. Smith Tool, Co.
Division of Smith International. Inc.
P. O. Box 4549
Compton, California 90224
Phone: ~13-324-4977

B2
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APPENDIX C

GROUTING

The following material was prepar.ed by Jacobs Associates of

San Francisco, California. Included is a detailed discussion of grouting

and an assessment of the impact of grouting procedures on hole cost.

The economic data was based on the "EstiInating Manual for Time and

Cost Requirements" which constitutes Volume!! of this report.

C. 1. Drill Hole Stabilization

Other than steel casing, which is not recommended for this study,

grouting appears to be the most prom.ising method of horizontal drill hole

stabilization. Particular drilling parameters, such as hole diameter and

drilling fluid, may be dictated by the method of stabilization selected.

Where grouting is employed as a stabilization medium it would be

preferable to use water, rather than mud, as a drilling fluid. The use of

:mud m.ay create additional grouting trips and a resultant time delay. Drilling

mud for:ms an i:mpervious layer on the hole walls, which may interfere with

a grouting operation. Figure G.1. (a) shows the cross section of a hypothetical

drill hole with an impervious mud layer on the walls and a failure, due to

high groundwater pressure. at the top of the hole. Figure C.1. (b) shows

the same section after a grouting operation. The grout was unable to

penetrate the impervious mud layer which resulted in a partial grouted

section around the hole. High water pressure then collapsed another portion

of the hole which 'required an additional grouting operation. The same hole

section drilled with water as a drilling fluid is shown in Figure C. 1. (c).

Absence of a layer of impervious mud permitted a full gro uted section in

one grouting ope ration. .

Hole size is another important consideration when hole stabilization

activities are required. Small diameter holes are generally more self

supporting than large holes and they require less grout when grouting is

necessary.
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(a)

Partial Grouted
Section

(b)

Fun Grouted
Section

(c)

Figure C. 1 - Effect of Drilling Fluid on Grouting Activities
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The typical method of grouting drill holes is with a cement water

grout. This grout usually has a 6 to I water to cement ratio and is

pumped to a resistance pressure as high as 3000 psi. This method may

require great volwnes of grout to be pum.ped into a formation before a

cement filter plug is acquired. A cement filter plug will occur in fissures

of o. 25 mm. or less. Grout may be pum.pedgreat distances before m.eeting

this condition.

Other disadvantages to neat cement grout are set volwne reduction

and the time required to attain adequate strength to continue drilling.

Grout with a 6 to 1 water to cement ratio m.ay have a set volwne reduction

up to 750/0. This condition, in conjunction with high water pressures m.ay

cause cement plugs to be forced out of the fissures and a resulting drill

hole collapse. Forty eight hours or more may be "required for cem.ent

gro ut to attain adequate strength for drilling to continue. Delays of this

nature can be very costly, particularly when frequent grouting operations

are required.

C.2. Characteristics and Conditions for Grouting Drill Holes

For successful l economical, drill hole grouting the following character

istics and conditions must be met.

a) Grout must have a predictable, controllable, set tim.e. The

set time should be controllable from a few seconds to several

minutes.

b) Full volurn.e set is required and a small am.ount of set

expansion is desirable.

c) The material must have adequate strength for prevailing

conditions.

d) It must have the ability to penetrate the voids and fissures

encountered.
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e) Grout chemistry must be compatible with the formation.

f) Temperature changes in the form.ation must be monitored

to assure accuracy of set times.

All of the above conditions can be met 'by one or more of the

available grouting materials provided there is adequate confining pressure

in the formation. It lllay not be possible to grout drill holes, in 'soil,

close to the surface. If more than 15% of the material passes a 200 m.esh

and 100% passes a 1/4 mesh the formation will probably not offer adequate

confining pressure.

C.3. Grouting Mate rials

Grouting materials available for stabilizing drill holes may be

classified as particulate and chemical grouts. Particulate grouts have

particles in suspension. The most commonly used particles are cements,

bentonite and flyash. Chemical grouts are solutions and they contain no

particles.

These grouts have wide variations in gel times, viscosites, strengths

and costs. Anyone of the grouts may have advantageous propertie s for a

particular application. Table C. 1 lists some particulate and chemical grouts

that are corn.rnercially available.

High viscosity grouts, generally, have a higher unconfined com

pressive strength than low viscosity grouts. However, fine fissures and

voids may not always be penetrated by high viscosity grouts. Cement

grouts have unc~nfined compressive strengths up to 75, 000 ps£. Bentonite

may be added to cement· grout to increase viscosity and provide for a full

volume set. The addition of bentonite retards the set and therefore,

without a reagent, it is not very satisfactory for grouting drill holes.

CemChem is a patented process which incorporates a reagent with cement

bentonite grout. The added reagent make s the grout set time predictable

and controllable.
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TABLE C.l

COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE PARTICULATE AND CHEMICAL GROUTS

Particulate Grouts

a) Bentonite

b) Cement

c) Cement, Bentonite

d) Cement, Bentonite and Reagent (CeIl1Chem)

e) Chemical Grouts with Particulates Added

f) Asphaltic Emulsions

Chemical Grouts

a) Acrylic Resin

b) Chrome Lignin

c ) Poly Phenol

d) Single Shot Silicates

e) Two Shot Silicates

f) Urea Re sin

g) Epoxy Resin

h) Phenolic Resin

i) Polyester Resin
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Most chen"lical grouts have lower viscosities than particulate grouts.

Acrylic Resin is the lowest viscosity grout sold com.mercially. It has a

viscosity of 1. 2 centipoises. Chrome Lignin, Poly Phenol and Single Shot

Silicates have viscosities ranging from 2 to 7 centipoises but they are

generally used with viscosities of 4 to 5 centipoises. It is more desirable

to use higher viscosity chemical grouts since they result in higher com

pressive strengths. Wetness of a chemical grout is a factor to be

considered. Wetness may be increased by adding surfactants. This permits

a high viscosity grout to be used, where a low viscosity would norm.ally be

used, with no apparent decrease in penetration. Urea Resin, Two Shot

Silicates, Epoxies and Polyesters are generally used with viscosity ranges

from. 10 to 30 centipoises. All che:mical grouts provide a full volwne set.

C. 4 Strength of Grouts

In general particulate grouts provide high strength for a comparatively

low cost. Bentonite is an exception since it has insignificant co:mpressive

strength. Strengths of chemical grouts generally increase with increasing

viscosity. Low viscosity chemical grouts (2 to 6 centipoises) have very low

strength when gelled in a container. They are nothing :more than a weak

glue. However in a sand formation unconfined compressive strengths may

reach 20,000 psf. High viscosity grouts (10 to 30 centipoises) have

compressive strengths, in sand, of 20,000 to 75,000 psf, Table C.2 lists

the unconfined compressive strengths of some grouts.

Ti:me for grout to attain adequate strength, to per:mit drilling to

resume, is an i:mportant economic factor. Grout cure times may vary

anywhere froIn a few :minutes to seven or eight days. If no groundwater

pressure exists, neat ce:ment grout Inay be drilled through within a few

hours. However, there is a great danger of washing out the grout with

drilling fluid and ,recreating lost circulation. On the cthe r hand, if high

groundwater pressure exists, it may be necessary to wait two to eight

days before drilling through neat cement grout.

Two shot silicate s acquire their full strength ahnost imnl.ediately.
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TABLE C.2

UNCONFINED COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH OF GROUTS

Grout Type

Bentonite

Cement

CemChem

Acrylic Resin

Chrome Lignin

Poly Phenol

Single Shot Silicate s

Two Shot Silicates

Urea Resin

PhenolicResin

Epoxy Resin

Polyester Resin

Grout TyPe

Unconfined Compressive Strength
in P. S. F.

Insignificant

75,000

ZO, 000 to 30, 000

4, 000 to ZO,OOO

zq,ooo to 75,000

TABLE C.3

GROUT CURE TIME

Approximate Cost
per Gallon $_

0.30

0.45

O. 15 to 1. 50

O. 50 to 1. 50

5. 00 to 3 O. 00

Cure Time

Neat Cement

Cement Bentonite & Reagent

Chemical Grouts
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(:>::.o:cc::GtbentOJ1:itc and reagent grout (CemChem) also has a. very short cure

time. Approxjrnate Tanges of cure times are shown.,in Table C.3.

Cement grouts and some chemical grouts have a relatively low cost.

Several of the chemical grouts are very costly. Approximate costs of som.e

grouting TD3.teri.a.ls are shown in Table C.2.

Equipnlenl required for a grouting activity varies with the type and

rnethod of grc)U.ting. In gE~neral two grout pUITlpS, two mixing tanks and

I"nater:i.al storage L:t:nks are required. The cost of the required equipment

C<3.n va.ry fron'1 $10,000 to $25, 000.

C.7 Selection of Grouts and Methods of Grouting

The most im.portant factor in the selection of grouts is that they are

capable of performing the required function. A secondary but important

factor is low overall coste In most drill hole applications there is very

little knowledge of void ratios, fissures widths or groundwater pressure.

Vlithout the above knowledge a logical approach would be to estimate an

aITlount of gro ut to provide a grouted radius of 2 to 5 feet around the hole.

Because of its low cost, moderate strength and short curing tim.e,

a cement bentonite· and reagent grout viould be a good first selection. The

grouted section could be drilled through within an hour and its adequacy

determined. In the event that adequate penetration was not accomplished

the hole could then be grouted with a high viscosity chemical grout. This

could be follo\ved by an application of low viscosity grout, if adequate

penetration was still not achieved.

C.8. EconoITlic Considerations
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To show the economic impact of various drill hole grouting selections,

a sample hole is evaluated, using neat cement grout f:lassical grouting method),

cement bentonite and reagent grout and a high visc:osity chemical grout. The

requirements, assumptions and estimates used for the sample hole are listed.

Some additional estimates are also included.

(1) Hole lengths of ,1, 000 through 5, 000 feet

(2) Method of drilling, selected is NQ (approximately 3 inches

diameter) wireline coring

(3) Maintain the hole within a + 10/0 deviation,

(4) An average geological profile is assumed

(5) An average' bit life of 120 feet

(6) Penetration rates of 8, 18, and 30 feet per hour for hard,

~edium. and soft rock respectively

(7) A direction change every 90 feet ~o maintain alignment

(8) A hole survey every 30 feet and thl~ee additional hole surveys

every 90 feet for di~ection c ha:.nges

(9) A ~~shing activity ~very 300 feet

(10) A hole stabilization activity every 200 feet and a length of

18 feet for each stabilization activity

(11) A jo~. efficiency factor of (0.2) (time)

(12.) Average drill rod trip velocity of 20 feet pe r minute.
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Tables C. 4 and C. 5 show additional estimates for hole stabilization,

assuming moderate to high groundwater pressure.

TABLE C.4

GROUT CURE TIME AND COST ESTIMATE

Cure Time
Grout Type tHours )*

Neat Cement 24

Cement, Bentonite and Reagent 1

Chemical Grout 1

Cost $
Per Gallon

0.30

0.45

'1. 00

*Tim.e required to attain adequate strength for prevailing conditions.

TABLE C. 5

GROUT QUANTITY EST1lv1ATES.

Neat Cement
Grout

Estimated Quantity of

Grout Required Per

Activity (gallons)* 10, 400

Grout cost per Activity($) 3, 120

Cement
Bentonite
&: Reagent

2,600

1, 170

Chemical
Grout

2,600

2,600

*Based on providing a grouted radius of 5 feet around the drill hole

in crushed rock with 25% voids. Since it is not possible to control

the set time of neat cement grout, a conservative estimate is that

four times the quantity would be required.

A summary of time estimates for hole lengths of 1, 000 through

5, 600 feet is shown in Table C. 6. This summary is based on procedures
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and formulas outlined in the Cost Model Volurn.e of this study. A

comparative summary of costs to drill the example hole is shown in

C.7, C.8, C.9 and C. 10 and the results are plotted in Figure C.2.

summary hole stabilization is accomplished using:

(a) Neat cement grout

(b) Chemical grout

(c) Cement, Bentonite and Reagent grO\lt

(d) No hole stabilization reqQ.ired

Tables

In this

This economic analysis is very approximate and is only as accurate

as the idealized conditions are accurate in represe~ting the actual conditions

in the field. Despite the"se shortcoming, this analysis leads to two im.portant

conclusions:

Th e first is that hole stabilization can be the most important econo

mic factor in drilling long horizontal holes. It can be seen from Figure C. 2

if hole stabilization is required, the total cost to drill a hole can be more

than doubled.

The second conclusion is that the cost can be nearly doubled if an

incorrect asseSSIl'lent of conditions or a poor selection of grouting methods

and materials is made.
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TABLE C.6

SUMMARY OF TllviE ESTIMATES - FOR HOLE LENGTHS OF 1000, 2000, 3 000, 4000, AND 5000 FFET

1) CeITlent Bentonite & Reagent

1) Neat Cement Front 2) Chemical Grout

Length of Hole (feet) 1000 2000 3 0:00 4000 5000 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000-- -- --- --
W ireline Casing 108 247 447 690 960 108 247 447 690 960

Hole Survey
()

1 Survey every 30 feet 9 21 40 64 94 9 21 40 64 94I

I-'

N 3 Surveys every 90 feet 7 20 36 60 90 7 20 36 60 90

i -' ". Direction of Change 49 170 364 630 970 49 170 364 630 970t

Fishing for Tools 9 28 59 100 158 9 28 59 100 158

Hole Stabilization 156 321 ,4195 678 870 ---.!2.. 48 85' 13 1 186-- --,-- -- -- -- --
Total Hours. 338 807 14141 2222 3142 20'1,· 534 1031 1675 2458

~ :~"

-
Job E:ffic1ency 68 i61 288 444 628 40 107 206 335 492-- -- -- -- -- --
;l~Total Job TilTIe 406 968 17;29 2666 3770 24:1. 641 1237 2010 2950

Production (feet /hour) 2.47 2. 07 1. ,73 1. 50 1. 33 4. 15 3.12 2.42 1. 99 1. 70

~"
.

~ ::<Total job thne does not include mobilization and set-up time.



TABLE C.7

COST ESTIMATE FOR HOLE LENGTHS OF 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 AND 5000 FEET

NEAT CEMENT GRO.UT USED FOR HOLE STABILIZATION

Length of Hole (feet) 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000-
Equipment Operation 6 1 232 14,859 26,540 40, 923 57 1 869

Materials 22, 197 46,617 74,309 105, 833 141,886

() Crew (3 men) 14,616 34,848 62,244 95,976 135,720
I

Mobilization & Set-up 3, 000 3,600~ 3,300 4,000 4,400
w

Total 46,045 99 1 624 166,693 246,732 339, 875

Ove r head 150/0 6 1 907 141 944 25,004 37,010 50,981

Total 52,952 114,568 191,697 283 1 742 390,856

Profit 15% 7,943 17, 185 28,755 42,561 58,628

Total Cost of Hole 60, 895 13 1, 753 22'0, 451 326,303 449,484

Average Cost per Foot 60.. 89 65. 88 73.48 81. 58 89. 90



TABLE C.8
"I

COST ESTllv1ATE FOR HOLE LENGTHS OF 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 AND 5000 FEET

CHEMICAL GROU'! USED FOR HOLE STABILIZATION

Length of Hole (feet) 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000-

Equipment Operation 3,699 9,839 18,988 30,853 45,282

Materials 18,680 39, 141 62,386 89,018 119,710

Crew (3 men) 8,676 23, 076 44,532 72,360 106,200

() MobiEzation & Set-up 3, 000 3,300 3,600 4,000 4,400
I
.....
~

Total 34, 055 75,356 129, 506 196,231 275,592

Overhead 15% 5, 108 11,303 19,426 29,435 41,339

Total 39, 163 86,659 148, 932 225,666 3 16, 93 1

Profit 15% 5,874 12, 999 22,340 33,850 ~7,540

Total Cost of Hole 45,037 99,658 171,272 259,516 364,471

Average Cost per Foot 45.04 49.83 57. 09 64. 88 72. 89



TABLE C.9

COST ESTIlv1ATE FOR HOLE LENGTHS OF 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 AND 5000 FEET

CEMENT, BENTONITE AND REAGENT USED FOR HOLE STABILIZATION

Length of Hole (feet) 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000-- --
Equipm.ent Operation 3,699 9,839 18,988 30, 853 45,282

Materials 11,530 24,841 40,936 60,418 83, 960

Crew (3 men) 8,676 23,076 72,360
(

106,20044,532
()

Mobilization & Set- up 3,000 3,300 3,600 4,000 4,400I....
U1

Total 26,905 61,056 108,056 167, 63 1 239, 842

Overhead 15% 4,036 9, 158 16,208 25, 145 35, 976

Total 30,941 7-0,214 124,264 192,776 275,818

Profit 15% 4,641 10,532 18,640 28,916 41,373

Total Cost of Hole 35,582 80,746 142, 904 221,692 317,191

Average Cost per Foot 35. 58 40.37 47.63 55.42 63.44



TABLE C.I0

COST ESTIMATE FOR HOLE LENGTHS OF 1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 AND 5000 FEET

NO HOLE STABILIZATION REQUIRED

_Length of Hole (feet) 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000

Equip:rnent Operation 3, 3 ~6 8, 949 17, 422 28,444 41,844

Materials 5,5~2 12, 738 22, 53 1 35,482 52,204

Crew (3 men) 7, 8 ~8 20, 988 40, 860 66,708 98, 136

(1 11obilization 3,000 3,300 3,600 4, 000 4,400
I

.....
C!'

Total 19,746 45,975 84, 413 134,634 196, 584

Overhead 150/0 2,962 6,896 12, 662 20, 195 .22,488

Total 22,708 52,871 97,075 154,829 226,072

Profit IS % 3,406 7, 931 ..Ji261 23,224 33,911

Total Cost of Hole 26, 114 60,802 Ill, 636 178,053 259, 983

Average Cost per Foot 26. 11 30.40 37.21 44.51 52.00
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Bent sub:

Competent rock:

Core holes:

Deflection tools:

Deviate the hole:

Dogleg:

Drill string:

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

(1) A short sub (section of drill· rod) that has its

upper thread cut concentric with the axis of

the sub body, and its lower thread cut con

centric with an axis at an angle (from 1/20

to 3
0

) in relation to the axis of the upper

thread.

(2) A short section of drill rod with a bend (usually

of 1/20 to 3 0
) in it, used on an in-hole motor

to change the direction in which the hole is

being drilled.

Rock which is able to maintain an underground

opening or a steep slope at the surface without

arfificial support.

A hole which has been drilled using a core drilling

technique.

Any instrum.ent used in the hole to purposely change

the direction of drilling.

To cause a change in the direction that a hole is

being drilled.

A sharp, undesirable change in direction of the

hole.

The sectionalized rod or pipe connecting the drill

bit with the surface. Used for the transmission of

force, torque, fluid, and control.
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Fulcrum effect:

Go-deviling:

Gouge:

Guidance:

Incompetent rock:

Jet bits':

Kick sub:

Knuckle joint:

Mud:

A technique used to cause the drilling assembly

to build angle (curve the drilling trajectory up)

or lose angle (curve the drilling trajectory dOWIl)

by establishing a pivot point on the drilling

as sembly (with a stabilizer or reamer I etc.) and

adding weight either ahead of or behind the pivot

point. (See Section 6. 4. 2)

The proce s s of transferring an object through

a drill string (or pipe) by fluid flow.

C rushed and comminuted rock formed by grinding

action between moving adjacent walls of a fault.

Combined actions of survey and steering to

effect control of the borehole direction.

Rock which is not capable of remaining standing

in an underground opening or a steep slope at

the surface without artificial support.

A bit utilizing the principle of the hydraulic jet

to deviate holes in soft ground. (Also called

"one - eye" bit)

A hydraulically actuated bent sub used in

hole deviation.

A tool us ed to deviate hole s; basically a pilot

reamer with a universal joint principle built

into its connection with the drill stem..

Drilling fluid (it contains necessary solid

particles and other additives to achieve desired

re suIts).



Mud pum.p:

Mule shoe:

Ove:rshot:

Positive displacement

IIlotor:

Raise boring:

Rat hole:

Reverse circulation:

Spudding bit:

The pump that injects the drilling fluid into the

drill string at the desi]~ed rate and pressure.

A specially shaped cam which is designed to mate

with a similar cam. and remotely force survey

instruments to rotate into proper angular alignment

with respect to a reference point near the end of

the drill string.

A wire line, self-engaging device which attaches

itself to the head of any down- hole tool which has

been equipped for that purpose.'

A motor which converts the pressure of a fluid

to shaft torque.

A shaft drilling procedure in which a large drilling

head is pulled back through a pilot drill hole.

A section of hole which is purposely undersized

(a pilot hole). Rat hole also refers to a hole of

reduced size in the bottom of the regular well bore.

Sometimes the driller "rat holes ahead 11 to facilitate

the taking of a drill stem test when it appears that

such tests will be desirable.

A drilling fluid circulation technique in which the

drilling fluid is pumped into the hole through an

annular area, either outside the drill string or

enclosed by a double tube configuration, and

'returns up the center of the drill string.

A spade shaped bit used to deviate holes in soft

ground.
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Steering:

Slim-hole:

Stinger:

Sub:

Survey:

Tool:

Turbine:

Whipstock:

The mechanical process of directing a borehole

along a des ired path.

A bore hole of small diameter which can be drilled

with a very light -duty rig.

The lower drilling assexnbly consisting of a bit

and reamer.

A very short section of drill string.

The process of determining the path of a borehole

relative to a fixed point in space by determination

of attitudes in two dimensions and "distance in the

third at a sequence of stations. The line segments

between stations are then connected to form a two-

dimensional plot of the survey.'

Any ancillary device used to as sist in drilling

operation.

An engine or motor driven by the movement of

water, stearn, air~ etc. past the vanes of a wheel

or set of wheels fastened to a driving shaft. The

turbine converts fluid velocity to shaft torque.

A wedge shaped tool used to change the direction

of drilling.
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