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There are 121 NPS Transit Systems with 
36.5 million passenger boardings
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Transit and the Centennial Call to Action



How do visitors get information on 
National Parks?
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Visitors use many non-NPS apps to plan 
their visit to parks



Visitors use many non-NPS apps to plan 
their visit to parks



8

General Transit Feed Specification (GTFS)
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General Transit Feed Specification (GTFS)







Digital Transit Data Approach
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GTFS Pilot Parks

 Boston Harbor Islands National Park, Massachusetts
 Harbor Islands Ferries

 Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Ohio
 Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad

 Golden Gate National Recreation Area, California
 Alcatraz Ferry

 Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado
 Rocky Mountain NP Shuttles
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GTFS Pilot Schedule

1. Fall 2015: Identify pilot parks, create initial feeds
2. Winter 2016: Outreach to app developers
3. Spring 2016: Update schedules for 2016 season
4. Spring 2016: Work with parks to conduct outreach to the 

public
5. Summer/Fall 2016: Evaluate impacts and share findings
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Preliminary Insights

1. Make the feeds easy to access, easy to 
maintain

2. Developers are not used to dealing 
with a national “transit agency”

3. GTFS is not a one-size fits all solution
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3. GTFS is not a one-size fits all solution



Digital Transit Data Approach
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Next Steps

 NPS GTFS Pilot concluding in fall 2016, insights should help 
answer questions such as:
 Is it worth continuing to maintain these feeds beyond the pilot?
 If so, who will be responsible for them?

 Want to gather feedback from developer community, users, 
park staff

 How to further integrate transportation and transit into the 
NPS digital strategy for connecting people to parks?

 What about real-time data?
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Contact

 Logan Nash
U.S. DOT Volpe Center
logan.nash@dot.gov
617-494-2547

 Krista Sherwood
NPS Washington Office – Transportation Branch
Krista_Sherwood@nps.gov

mailto:logan.nash@dot.gov
mailto:Krista_Sherwood@nps.gov
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